








A No.3 AJUSTO Outfit  This is
the French system with wooden,
semi-circular  section  Rods  and
metal  Clips to join pairs of Rods
together  to  form  a  round  rod
(which  I’ll  call  a  strut),  and  to
connect these struts together. An
account from a manual and a box
lid  was  given  in  12/301  &  315,
with  a  little  more  in  13/361  &
15/427. Now some further details
from this set which David Hobson
has kindly lent me.

The  box is  red,  32½*25*
5½cm, and the lid, right, has the
same design of label as the No.1,
but  has  no  models  around  its
aprons. Inside the box is white with a half depth false bottom
and 7 compartments  formed by red  lipped partitioning.  The
Clips are in greaseproof paper packets and a number of the
Rods were found held, 4 at a time, by red paper bands.

The  Rods are  dyed  red,  and  a  strut  has  a diameter  of
about 12mm. 

For ease of reference the various  Clips are shown below
(their  use  was  explained  in

OSN 12). Clip
A, left, is used
to join pairs of
Rods together
–  it  is  9mm
long  &  nickel
plated. The other Clips & the Hook are bent
up  from 2.0*.8mm rectangular  section  wire

and mostly look like their illustrations. 2 types of B were found,
identical  save  their  tails,  12  &
24mm  long.  The  ring  of  the
bearing  BB  is  very  loose  on  the
Rods but the end of an A runs well
in  it,  and  the  A  ridge  is  high
enough  to  prevent  the  BB  ring
from passing  over  it.  H  has  only
one tail and it would push between
2 Rods, as right. As a bearing it is
looser than BB and the A ridge will

just pass through it. C & D are
about  40mm  long,  and  the
Hook F 30mm o/a. G is not as
shown,  it  has longer  tails  and
they are joined at one side, like
C. It is 50mm long o/a.

Clip  A can fairly  easily  be
bent  to  close  it  up  a  little  or
open it out, but the steel used
for  the  other  Clips  makes  it
hard  to  change  their  shape,
and  near  impossible  to  alter
the tails of Clip B, as needed in
the Example 9 in OSN 12, by
hand  at  any  rate.  It  is  quite
tricky  to  assemble  the  parts
and requires some force to do

so, but the various Clips are very firmly held once locked in
place by Clip(s) A. To build anything other than a simple model
would  need  some forethought  as  to  the order  in  which  the
parts would have to be assembled, and it would be daunting to
have to add to or alter a structure.

The  Wheel right,  39mm  Ø  by
12mm wide, is wooden, painted red,
and has a shallow pulley groove. Its
bore is 14mm and so it is very loose
on the struts, but it runs well with the
end of an A in the bore on either side,
and is then located by the ridges.

The  Panels in the Set are made
of  1½mm  thick  brown  fibre
board.  One side  is  dull  & matt,
the  other  (right)  is  shiny  &
grained. 5 sizes were in the Set,
61*31,62,121,151mm,  &  31mm
square.

David’s  set may  well  be  near  complete,  apart  perhaps
from the Wheels & Panels, and as found contained: 27,15,10,
10,4,4,4 of 3,6,9,12,15,18,21cm Rods; 30,24(16 long, 8 short),
2,2,4,2,2,6 of Clips A,B,C,D,E,G,H,BB; 1 Hook; 1 Wheel; and
1 each of the 5 sizes of Panel.

The Manual is identical to the one in OSN 12.

Snippet  :    A No.2  TECHMASTER  
Set  Until this outfit was seen on Ebay
all  known  TECHMASTER  sets  were
No.50s,  packed  in  canisters,  as  left,
see 14/391 & 15/426. Before discuss-
ing the No.2 a word about a No.50 to
hand. The main words on the front of
the canister are METAL CONSTRUCTION
SET | ERECT AND TRANSPORT | CONSTRUCT
AND  HOIST.  The  inventory  is  on  the
back,  as  Extra  Sheet  X2,  with  the
maker's  details  under  it,  &  'No.50'
under that in letters 1½mm high. The
parts  are as described in OSN 14 &
15  with  the  following  additions:  the
Bolts are dull plated steel with 6.9mm
Ø countersunk heads & 6.3mm round-
heads;  the  Nuts  are  aluminium,
8.0mm  A/F;  the  Pulley  is  ½″ Ø;  the
Crank Handle is 3.2mm Ø & 104mm
long o/a; the Hook is flat, nickeled, &
19mm  long;  the  Wrench  is  the
span'driver below, nickeled, 75mm o/a

& only 8mm
thick.
  Right  the

No.2. As can be seen the Girders are painted red, and other
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