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EDITORIAL  First, please note my new email address above.
The OSN web site has changed too – it is now www.osnl.co.uk
& includes all the colour illustrations from the B&W issues. (If
you find that sometimes a picture does not load, ‘refreshing’
the page always seems to do the trick.) The old site will con-
tinue for a week or two but it will not be possible to update it.

The STRUCTO article in this issue turned out to be longer
than I’d anticipated, and as a result several pieces have had
to be held over until OSN 31. Apologies to contributors thus
affected, but it’s encouraging to me that after over 900 pages
of Other Systems material there is still plenty in the pipeline.
This happy state is of course mainly due to all who have sent
items, large & small,  so let  me take this opportunity to say
thank you to everyone, and to hope that you will  be able to
keep up the good work.

On  the  newsletter  format,  a  few  of  the  readers  who
responded favoured the same margins on all pages, but many
more wanted to keep the present arrangement. So be it, and
in fact the question may not be an issue in future because I’ve
found,  in  printing this  issue, that  the paper I  use has been
improved, and will now print satisfactorily on both sides. I’ve
tried doing some sample double-sided pages and all  seems
well, so the next issue may be double-sided – ‘may’ because
unforeseen problems  are  always  possible.  In  any  case  the
pages will  still  be loose  sheets  I’m afraid.  I  shall  also print
single-sided  pages  for  my  own  use  (to  file  with  my  MCS
sheets) and I can easily print more that way if anyone prefers
them like that – but if so please let me know by mid-August for
the next issue.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.
1. Don  Redmond  wrote  of  some  of  his  13mm  pitch
MERCATOR parts,  see  29/848.  • The  boss  of  the  18mm
Pulley is d/t M3.5 or similar (but the pitch is not .6mm). 
• Peening is smooth & round with no indents.  • The  Gears
have 13 & 39 teeth as listed; the Gear Wheel is 1½" Ø & the
face width of the Pinion is 10mm. • The 6*6h 4-flanged Plate
#95 is red.  • The  Boiler #142 is green and is rolled from a
heavy 8*8h plate; the Boiler End has a 7mm wide flange and
an internal boss ie when the part is fitted on the Boiler body it
is on the inside.  • Other parts include 5, 6, & 7h  A/Gs, and
1*4*1h DAS. 

MERCATOR: S6     [30/876A]

2. News of two hitherto unknown Canadian  CONSTRUCTO
sets  (basically  MERKUR  parts  repackaged  by  Paramount
Industries,  see  20/565)  from  Don  Redmond.  The  first  is
Starter Set No.0, a single card with a photo of a boy pointing
to 2 small models in the top block, and the parts underneath it
held by an adhered plastic sheet. 9 models are shown in B&W
on the reverse together with the Paramount address and ‘To
create  more  advanced  projects…Ask  for  Constructo  Sets
Nos.1,2,3,4,5,6,V-8,V-12’. The main parts are Strips up to 10h,
a 5*5h Flanged Plate, 2 Flat Trunnions, & 2x 2h Ø Pulleys.

The second item is a Motor Kit with similar packaging but
the  boy  is  looking  at  a  Lorry  &  Gantry  Crane  (see  MCS
MERKUR (D) 5). The centre piece is a ‘jet motor’, the small
MERKUR motor/gearbox/driving  axle  unit.  Its  base  is  sheet
metal  50*26mm  with  bent-up  sides,  and  the  motor,  25mm

long, flatted top & bottom, drives 3 stages of reduction starting
with the 10t motor pinion. The final shaft is a standard 85mm
Axle which carries the Road Wheels in some models. Some of
the parts are missing but 2x 3cm Gears, a Pinion, and a large
& a small green Pulley remain. There is also a space that may
have housed a Worm.  On the reverse are 2 bilingual  para-
graphs about ‘The Constructo JET electric motor’, and a list of
the sets 1-V.12 again.

CONSTRUCTO [1]: S1      [30/876A]

3. The use of 7-32 N&B by Meccano in America in the 1920s
was noted in 29/846 and now Kendrick Bisset has identified
the  new MECCANO thread (in a  new Erector Ferris Wheel
set packed in a tin box) as the very same 7-32.

MECCANO: S1      [30/876A]

4 From Kendrick Bisset. ‘In Toronto Jim Bobyn showed me a
US MECCANO #6 outfit  circa 1920, and examination of  the
A/Bs indicated STRUCTO parts.  It later occurred to me that
Structo sold their  construction outfit  line to Meccano in, it  is
believed, December 1919. On checking my collection I found
an incomplete 1920 #5x outfit with all the 5 & 11h Strips, and
all the A/B, of STRUCTO pattern. The other Strips are normal
MECCANO. So it would appear that US Meccano used certain
STRUCTO parts in at least some of their sets circa 1920. All
those seen are tin plated.’ [When new would they would have
been shiny  and  a reasonable  match  for  the  nickel  used  by
Meccano at the time.]

U.S. MECCANO: S2      [30/876A]

5. From  Kendrick  Bisset.  ‘A  MASTER  BUILDER No.4  set
recently obtained, with not too many parts missing, has little
new to add to the information in OSN 16/450, except for the
Pinion & Sprocket Wheel. The Pinion is listed as 1/2", but it is
1/2" diameter at the root with a pitch diameter closer to 9/16".
It has 18 teeth and a 3/16" face. The Sprocket Wheel is listed
as 1", but is actually 3/4", with 12 teeth. All of the strips have
large  radius  ends.’  [Using  the  above  the  DP of  the  Pinion
would be 32.]

MASTER BUILDER: S2      [30/876A]

6. On  the  numbering  of  the  Gilbert  MECCANO sets,  see
p890, it was noted by Richard Symonds in 19/546 that the 110
& 115 sets became Nos.10 & 15 in 1932, and now Jacques
Pitrat  has  come  across  evidence  that  Gilbert  certainly
considered  selling  the  Iarger  sets  under  new  numbers.
Jacques  wrote  that  a  mint  1932  #15  Gilbert  Meccano  set,
including  Meccano  Briks,  was  for  sale  on  eBay  and  in  the
description  of  the  set  there  was the  following  sentence:  ‘A
label  placed inside the cover of  the catalog notices that set
No.110  is  the  same  as  No.10;  set  No.115  as  No.15;  set
No.125 as No.25; set #150 as No.50.’ This does not of course
prove that such sets were ever actually sold.

Another point  of interest.  Among Kendrick  Bisset's  notes
about his c1933 No.10 on his web site (www.usmeccano.com)
is: There is a rubber stamped ‘10’ in the top right hand corner
of the lid.  On checking I found '10' on my box at  the same
place inside the lid, just in the corner.

GILBERT MECCANO: S1      [30/876A]
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