




COZZONE: SETS 300 & 500  This
post-WW2  American  system  was
mentioned in 12/313 but only now have
parts come to light, in the shape of two
sets, a No. 300 and a No.500, the latter
hitherto  thought  the  only  size  actually
produced. Neither is quite complete but
both  have  the  (same)  manual.  They
belong  to  Kendrick  Bisset  and  what
follows  is  based  on  the  material  he
kindly sent.
THE PARTS  The manual has a price
list of parts and full-size illustrations of
all of them except the Motor. They are
shown opposite at ¾-scale except that
only one each of the Swivel Rod, Stud,
& Plate illustrations is included.

The  Swivel  Rod is  aluminium bar,
4.78mm (3⁄16") Ø, with each end turned
down to form a spigot.  Each spigot  is
fitted with a union, retained by the end
of  the  spigot  being  peened over.  The
union  is  in  effect  a  hexagon  bolt
(6.4mm  A/F)  with  a  10-32  (about
3⁄16"o.d.) thread, bored out to slide over
the spigot. It is shinier than the rod, and
is probably nickeled brass. The spigot's
peening is such as to allow the union to
rotate,  but  with  minimal  longitudinal
play. Thus  a  Rod  is  just  free  to  turn
when  a  union  is  tightened  into  a
Coupling and is not quite 'solid' with it.

The  Studs too are solid aluminum,
the same diameter as the Swivel Rod,
and with one end threaded.

The  Hexagon Coupling is  tapped
through from all  faces,  and the inside
seems to have been machined  out  to
some  extent,  with  no  sharp  edges
where  the  tapped holes  intersect.  (As
Kendrick wrote, this must have been an interesting tool!) The
finish is like the Swivel Rod union. The Square Coupling has
not been seen.

The 2" Wheel is made of hard rubber, and reminds one of
those in GIRDER BILT and other cheap post-war aluminium
sets. Its centre however has a spindle embedded in it, which
looks as if it is a short length from one end of a Swivel Rod,
but with straight knurling along it. The union is on the Wheel's
inner  face  of  course,  with  about  1⁄8" of  the  rod  showing
between the union and the wheel. On the outside the end of
the rod is peened over to hold a steel hub cap in place.

The  1"  Wheel,  called  a  Steering  Wheel,  has  not  been
seen but looks as if it may be a push fit on a Stud or a Swivel
Rod union. (Most of the wheeled 300/500 set manual models
call for 'Wheels W1' but the Wheels on the models look to be
the 2" size, as found in the sets,  so W1  may have been an
earlier designation of the 2" version.)

The  Plates are of  0.26 mm thick  tin,  painted  either red,
near white, or a pale cream on one side. The back is a yellow
coating, with overspray of the paint in some instances. To use
them the manual says 'hook the two-fingered end around the
first rod, and snap the single finger around the other rod'.

The  Track Holders,  T1,  are said  in the manual  to snap
onto the Rods and then toy train track can be laid on them.

The  Spanner,  Constructorule,  &  Motor have  not  been
seen. The Motor looks like the early version of the one in THE
CONSTRUCTIONEER (see 9/206).

Certain other parts,  not  in the price list  or  the illustrated
parts,  are  needed  for  some  of  the  Motor-driven,  non-outfit
fairground models in the manual. They are a Pulley P1, a  3-

step Pulley U1, a Rubber Belt RB1, a Special Bearing B1, &
a long  Center Rod, CR1. The
Pulley  is  used  in  a  Ferris
Wheel and looks to be 1" or so
in diameter. All  the other parts
are  used  in  the  Aeroplane-
Whirl shown later, and right, an
enlarged  view  of  its  upper
Special  Bearing  –  it  looks  at
least  1" long  with  a  base
tapped to accept 6 Rods.
THE SETS  The 300 box is 11*16*1"; the 500, 12½*18½*1".
The aprons are red,  and  both lids  are similar,  with  the 300
shown below right.  The parts  clip/push  into  cards  made up
from 3 sections for the 300 and 4 for the 500. The open 300
box is shown atop the next column with the Rods & Studs as
found,  and  not  all  of  the  correct  length.  The  Rule  &  the
Spanner would have been at the top. The 500 is just like the
(poor)  OSN  12
illustration  –  it
can  be  seen  a
bit  more  clearly
on the OSN web
site or the MCS
extra page.

No  official
inventories  are
available for the
sets  but  the
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likely contents are given below for the 300 & 500, based on
the parts found, & those needed for the models in the manual.
There are the not unusual anomalies and the numbers in curly
brackets are the total of the parts found in the two sets.

Contents  R2: 2,2 {0}. R3: 2,6 {6}. R4: 2,2 {3}. R6: 0,2 {0}.
S1: 8,8 {0}. S1¼: 4,4 {17}, S1½: 4,4 {10}. X1: 4,4 {4}. Q1: 0,4
{0}. P2: 4,6 {10}. P3: 4,6 {10}. P4: 4,6 {10}. T1: 0.4 {4}. WR1:
1,1 {0}. RU1: 1,1 {0}. WH1: 0,0 {0}. WH2: 2,4 {2}.

As can be seen from the Price List, many of the Rods, and
one of the Studs were not included in the sets.

THE MANUAL  It has 12 unnumbered pages, 278*207mm,
plus covers. The front is shown below; the oval bottom left has

'ANOTHER COZZONE PRECISION PRODUCT' in it, and the blue one on
the right:  'Sold exclusively BY CARROM  Industries, Inc. LUDINGTON –
MICHIGAN'.  The  other  pages  are  printed  black  on  white,
with  white  on  red  panels.  The  non-model  pages  are:
Instructions on C2; illustrated parts on p1; & list of parts
with prices on C4. Also on C4 the full address: COZZONE
CORPORATION / 18 Nuttman St., Newark 1, N.J.

No set numbers are mentioned anywhere but the 19
smallest  models  are  numbered  301 (HOUSE  BENCH on
p2)  to  319  (COUNTRY  CHAIR on  p4),  and  the  14  next
slightly larger ones 501 (BED on p5) to 514 (BOARDWALK
CHAIR on  p6).  After  that  12  somewhat  more  ambitious
models, which need extra parts – they are not numbered,
but  are named (COACH on p7 to  MERRY-GO-ROUND on
C3). A parts list is included for all the models.

Both the 300 and the 500 are quite small sets and the
models are modest though reasonably realistic. They are
mostly  simple  Seats  &  Tables,  with  a  few  Carts,  2/4-
wheeled for the 300/500. Highlights are a Bench Saw for
the  300,  and  a  Bicycle  for  the  500,  though  it  has  4
Wheels,  no  pedals,  and  the  saddle  is  a  Coupling.  The
non-outfit  models  are  generally  better  and  include  a
Girder  Bridge  about  30" long,  3  Motor-driven fairground
models,  the  OSN 12  Jeep,  and  an  Animal  Truck.  The
latter  is  shown  below,  and  also  one  of  the  two

Roundabouts  (both  about  50%  full-size).  Noticeably  absent
from the manual  are Cranes or  any crank-operated  motion,
and it would be difficult to model mechanical features. Vehicle
steering might be possible but would be rather clumsy.

HISTORY  There is little to add to the OSN 12 account. It is
not surprising that COZZONE did not sell very well, the sets
were only large enough to allow quite small, fairly uninterest-
ing model to be made, and if the $12.99 mentioned in OSN 12
was correct, they were by no means cheap. As a comparison
an ERECTOR No.6A, a decent set with a mains Motor, cost
$10 in the 1948 Sears catalogue,  and $12.95 in 1952, both
post paid. And the best models in the COZZONE manual need
many additional  parts  over  those  in  the  No.500 outfit  -  the
Bridge for example requires 62 more Couplings, and the total
cost of all the extra parts for it would have been over $26.

COZZONE would have been costly to produce because of
the machining and accurate assembly needed for some of the
parts. The 'Another COZZONE Precision Product' on the box
was no doubt a proud claim and a good slogan but one that
would have been more appropriate to a 'professional' system
such as FAC or AUTOMAT. Both of  those used frameworks
made of Rods or Tubes, but they were sold to customers who
could afford to pay for  a precision product.  Even then such
structures were not very versatile for general model building.

In fairness, the use of the unions to attach the Rods made
model building easier than with other comparable (and equally
unsuccessful)  systems  such  as  SPEDICON  (17/470)  and
TECHNICAL TRAINER (23/658 & earlier), and the Couplings
were certainly neater than in the latter.

It is claimed in the manual that the provision of the unions,
called swivel nuts, on the Swivel Rods was a patented feature
but  Kendrick  has  searched  the  US  Patent  &  Trademark
Offices for Cozzone & found nothing relevant.
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