












Snippets. DUX Aero Sets  A number of items of interest
have been seen on Ebay since the notes in 10/248 & 12/330.
All but 3 of those to be discussed are included in a list of sets
in a Copyright 1933 manual kindly sent by Jacques Pitrat. The
exceptions are Sets 50, 106d, & 110, and so these would have
been introduced later.  Also included in  the List,  the Kreisel-
motor (Flywheel Motor), see OSN 12.
Set 50. The set right was said to be pre-WW2 and its number
has been presumed from the lid. It has simpler and no doubt
smaller parts than in the standard sets 104-110 – a concept
akin  to  Meccano's  Nos.0  &  00  &  the MECAVION Baby sets
described in 40/1200. The basic Fuselage seems to be in one-
piece with a bent down tab at the front to take the Propeller.
In  the  Sketch  3  of  the  assembly  instructions  inside  the  lid
(Fig.2)  there  looks  to be a part  filling  the underside of  the
Fuselage  between  the  Wings.  If  so  it  would  stiffen  the
wing/fuselage  joint,  useful  even  for  the  Biplane  since  no
interplane  struts  are  shown.  Other  parts  (see  Fig.3)  are  a
symmetrically  tapered  Wing  with  flanged  root,  right-angled
Undercarriage Legs to give an unusually wide track, & the Fin
with the tail wheel attached to the bottom of it. The Tailplane
is probably largely hidden by the packet under the nose of the
Fuselage. The 4 parts under the tip of the top left Wing may

be the Struts used to support the parasol wing in Sketch IV.

Set  104  with,  possibly,  an  Electric  Motor
Nr.104  is  the  smallest  'standard'  DUX outfit,  and  has
parts  to  make  only  monoplanes  with  a  wheeled
undercarriage. Unlike the larger sets the fuselage parts
are arranged diagonally in the box. Right the Ebay set
with the Electric Motor sitting on top of some of the
fuselage  side  panels  –  otherwise  the  parts  look
identical to those in a standard set. (apart from the
extra, unstrung 'Pulley' below the Screwdriver).

I wonder though if the Motor was actually part of
the Set. First, the lid has just the 'DUX 104' legend of
the  'standard'  set  with  no  indication  that  it  is
unusual in having a Motor. Secondly, the stringing,
though correctly positioned, looks untidy, and the
Wire Hanger on top of the Fin (to be attached to
the top of the model to hang it up by) is not there
in the several other strung sets seen. Thirdly,  the
Motor  looks  deeper  than  the  sides  of  the  base
(though the lid aprons can't be seen in the Ebay photo).

If the Motor is genuine how & where it is mounted in the
model isn't clear – it looks too deep to be situated anywhere

other than in the deepest part of the fuselage, and if it is then
its  shaft,  despite  being  longer  than  usual,  would  need  a
considerable extension to reach the nose.
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Set 106  Compared with Set 104 the main extra parts are a
Radial Engine; & a Centre Plate to complete the underside of
the  fuselage.  The  main  change  though  is  that  the  Wings,
Tailplane, & Fin have moveable ailerons, elevators & rudder.
Set 106a  This  converts  the 106 into  Set 108 (the latter
shown in Fig.11) and the main additional parts are 4 parallel
chord Wings; Floats; & the blue Z-Interplane Struts. 
Set 106b Elektro  Figs.5 & 6 below show the lid and parts
from this add-on outfit. It includes an Electric Motor to drive
the  Propeller,  and  wing  tip  lights.  The  main  parts  are  the
Motor; Battery Container; red & blue Bulbs plus Bulb Holders;

a  replacement  Nose;  replacement  Nose  &  Rear  Underside
Fuselage Plates (with extra holes to mount the Motor & Battery
Container); and a Propeller. The glass of the blue Bulb looks a
little different to the red one and since one might expect a
green Bulb as mate for the red, perhaps it is not original. Other
parts,  below  the  Nose  Underside  Plate,  are  3  probable
Switches, and an Extension Shaft to link the Motor & Propeller.
Set 106c Autogiro  Another  add-on  set  to  convert  the
basic 106 machine into an Autogiro. Many of the parts in the
box (Fig.8) can be seen in the model on the lid label (Fig.7,
with the whole lid inset). They include the 4 black Struts to
support the flanged Top Bearing Bracket for the rotor; a DAS-
type Lower Bearing Bracket; and the 3 Rotor Blades. There is
no sign of the Rotor Hub so it may be missing or in the small
parts box. The 1933 manual says that the rotor runs on ball
bearings.  Other  parts  in  the  Set  are  the  short  Wings  with
moveable  ailerons,  and  a  shorter  Fin  with  hinged  rudder,
necessary  presumably  to  accommodate  the  droop  of  the

Blades. It would be nice to think
that  the  rotor  would  autorotate
when  the  model's  owner  ran
along with it.

Set 106d Steuerwerk (Steering gear)  It appears from the
lid label below that the rudder & ailerons can be moved from
the rudder pedals (a horizontal pivoted lever) & control column
(joystick) in the cockpit, but that the elevators must be moved
by hand,  which  seems rather  a  pity.  With  the  control  runs
shown the only other type of model possible would be a Low
Wing Monoplane. The parts with modified control surfaces (see
Fig.10 overleaf) are a pair of parallel chord Wings; a pair of
Tapered Wings; & a Fin. (Since Set 106 has no parallel chord
Wings the other parts needed to build the Biplane on the lid
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