






More on Gédé's    EFEL    A brief  note  about  this  small
1960s French system was given in 5/91, based on photos
of 2 outfits, a No.0 & a No.0A, both still strung. Since then
more material has come to hand: the main items, a No.0
box with a few parts in it, a No.1 set still strung, a No.2 box
with parts in it from more than one outfit (I'll refer to it as a
No.2+), and a few Ebay photos of other outfits.

First though, a correction to OSN 5, the set shown there
is a No.0.  The 0A is in similar packaging except that the
N&B are in  a  paper  packet  instead of  a  box. Both have
plain steel Plates & A/Gs with red painted Pulleys. All other
sets seen have aluminium parts with unpainted Pulleys.

The  PARTS  Most  of  the  parts  can  be  seen  in  the
various illustrations here including the No.1 Set below, and
the photo under it (in what follows the parts in it are shown
in red). These notes are based on the parts to hand, alum-
inium unless otherwise stated, but in appearance they are the
same as those in OSN 5. A complete list of the parts is given
in the table of set contents on the page opposite. The Plates &
A/Gs are well  made,  so too most  of  the other  parts  though
their  overall  dimensions  vary  quite  a  bit  in  the  various
examples seen.  The  thread is  the 4x.75mm prewar  French
standard. All bosses and most 'brassware' are single-tapped.

A Plate & 2 views of an A/G are shown in Fig.1, about full
size, with some dimensions (in mm). The metal is typically .6
mm thick, the A/G is about 10½*10½mm in section, & the slots
are 4.1mm wide. The cut back, angled ends of the A/Gs are to
allow a mitre joint when they edge a Plate, as in Fig.2. The
Plates  are  28½mm wide  and  a  compound plate  formed by
butting 2 to 4 of them widthways, can be edged all round by
the  different  lengths  of  A/Gs,  but  in  every case  the angled
ends overlap a little. Cutting the ‘angling’ inwards sufficiently
to avoid this would leave very little metal around the short end
slot. A patent is claimed on the lid & it would be interesting to
know if the use of the Plates in this manner is discussed in it.

The 2 Double Strips are 6 & 8h long. Holes are 3.9 mm
Ø, not quite large enough for an Axle, and even Bolts have to
be 'screwed' through. The hole pitch is 15mm lengthways, &

10mm across. In the
Manual's  Illustrated
Parts  each  pair  of
holes  across  are
joined to form a slot.

The Flat Bracket
is  26mm  long  by
10mm  wide  pierced
by just a 19mm long
slot.  The  A/B is
made from it.

Wheels  The o.d.
of the Fast Pulley is
26½ to 27½mm in the different  sets,  and Set 2  also has a
larger one of 32½mm. All have a vee about 6mm wide. The
Rubber  Rings for  both  these  Pulleys  are  black;  most  are
about 6mm Ø in section but 7mm in a few cases. The Loose
Pulley is 10mm Ø & 5mm wide. The Bush Wheel is 40mm Ø
and the disc is only .6mm thick. Bosses are 9mm long, either
8 or 10mm Ø, with a bore of 4.2mm usually, but 4.1, or even
4.0, in a few. Peening is a narrow ring, often broken into small
segments. The OSN 5 0A set has brass coloured bosses.

Axles are 10 & 7cm long, and Crank Handles vary from 8
to 9cm o/a with offsets of from 15 to 30mm. Most of both parts
are 3.9 mm Ø but a few are 4.0mm; all have square ends. The
Screwed Rods are plain steel, 4 & 2cm long.

Collars are either 8, 9, or 10mm Ø and between 6 & 8mm
long.  Couplings too are 8, 9, or 10mm Ø, and 14 to 16mm
long o/a, with the tapped holes at 7-7½mm centres. One 8mm
Ø example is double-tapped. The 3 Fork Pieces seen are a
little more consistent - 10mm Ø, 26mm long, with 5½mm wide
slots  (just  enough to  take  the  10mm Pulley)  and 4.2mm Ø
through crossbores at 18 0 or 16mm centres.

The N&B in the No.1 are plain aluminium but brassed steel
in the No.2+. All are machined and the same size, with 7.0 A/F
hex Nuts, 2½mm thick, and 6.0mm Ø, 2mm deep CH Bolts,
5mm u/h.  Grub Screws in the No.1 are steel, 7½mm long to
their  pointed  end;  they  are  aluminium  in  the  No.2+,  about
5mm long, some with a pointed end, some not. The steel ones
can't be used to hold an Axle in an 8mm Ø boss, etc, because
the pointed end is too long to allow the thread to engage.

A Spanner with one end straight and one angled is shown
in the Manual  but has not been seen. The other tool shown
there is the 75mm long, nickeled steel  Span'driver. Its blade
end is too thick though to enter the (very narrow) slot in the
Bolts. Often in sets the round-ended Spanner is the only tool
and  again the  rounded  end  is  much  too  thick  to  act  as  a
screwdriver,  if  that  was the intention.  It  is  steel,  50mm long
and  is  found  nickeled  or  chemically  blackened.  No  normal
Screwdriver is mentioned in the Manual and none has been
found in  sets  except  that  the  part  below can be seen (tied
down) in the OSN 5 No.0A set, and it might be a Screwdriver
– it scales at 7½cm long with a body of 7 or 8mm Ø.
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The examples of the flat wire Hook seen are made of 1½ or 2mm wire, and are
20-21 mm long with an eye to take a Bolt or Axle, and 13-14mm across the open
end. The No.1 Set had a loose hank of brown Cord in it. The No.2+ contained a
Propeller, 90mm long o/a. Neither this part,  nor the 32½mm Pulley mentioned
earlier, is in the Manual but both have been seen in the Ebay photo of another
No.2  set  (and  Double  Strips  with  holes  rather  than  slots  could  also  be  seen
among the parts).

The SETS  All the boxes seen have the same red & yellow label on the lid, as
in OSN 5, with a signature, A Boucherat, in the bottom right corner, and all have
the Set No. on a sticker on the lid apron. The No.0 box is red, 24½*32*2½cm. The
No.1 is similar but 29½*39¾*2½cm, and as shown earlier the parts are strung to a
red card, individually except that the Triangular Plates overlay the square ones.
The No.2 box is the same as the No.1 in plan but blue instead of red and 4cm
deep. Probably there were 2 layers of parts.

No official list of set contents is known and the table right shows the parts as
seen or found in the different known outfits. A '?' indicates parts probably in the
'N&B' box. 'Fe' & 'Al' denote sets with steel/aluminium parts and the No.1 (Al) has
a few more parts than its steel counterpart,  notably 2 extra A/Gs and 4 Rubber
Rings. This is perhaps an indication that the steel sets came first and that would
be consistent with the red Pulleys on the lid label. The No.2+ probably contains
parts from at least one set other than the No.2, a No.1 perhaps.

The MANUAL  The cover, 132*207mm, common to all  known manuals,  is
shown below. Examples in the No.1 and No.2+ sets have 12 unnumbered pages
including covers, and are identical (with the same No.346 on the cover) except for

2 pages. In one the Intro is on p2, & p12 has
just the maker's logo. In the other the same
Intro is on p12 and p2 has the same logo
but with text about EFEL being guaranteed,
suitable for children of all  ages, and 100%
French. A manual with the same cover could
be seen in the Ebay photo of an 'aluminium'
No.0 outfit (but its bottom where the number
would be was cut off in the picture).

Pp3-5 of the Manual have 8 models
for Set 0, from Signal routier (road sign) to

Balançoire (swing). Next 8 models for Set 1 on pp5-7, from Wagon plateforme
(railway platform wagon) to Tramway (single-deck tramcar). Then 2 models on p8,
Moulin à eau (water mill)  & Moulin (windmill),  for 'BOITE No.1 et Complément-
aire'.  Finally  for  Set  2,  Wagon  voyageurs  (railway  coach)  on  p9,  and  the
Locomotive below (¾ full-size) on p10. The Illustrated Parts, as in MCS, are on
p11. There is a single, good photo for each model, but 2 for each of the No.2's.
Quite what the difference, if any, between a No.1 plus a Complémentaire set, and
a No.2 isn't  explained,  but  conceivably  only  the  former  sets  were  available  at
some point, and the No.2 came later.

Many of the models are railway related, simple Goods Wagons, Barrows, etc.
The others include one or two Machine Tools, the Hoist right, again ¾ f-s., a Jeep,
and the Tram below right,  the one in MCS, which I made from my No.1 set. It
needed  all  the  parts  plus  16  extra  N&B &
was still a little less than really rigid.

PS. Since the above was written a different box
with the lid  (right)  has been seen on Ebay. The
parts in it include all that are only in the No.2 but
the total number of parts is far less than would be

in a No.2. Also the box scales at only 28cm long.
Perhaps it is a No.1A. The Loco on the lid is the
one  below  left;  of  the  other  models  only  the
Crane Truck is in the No.346 Manual.
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Contents:  Part / Set 0
(Fe) 

0
(Al)

0A
(Fe)

1
(Al)

2+
(Al)

A/G, 3 slots 4 4 4 10
A/G, 2 slots 2 2 2 4 10
A/G, 1 slot 2 2 4 15
A/G, 0 slots 4 4 2 4 10
Plate, 3 slots 2 2 2 4 10
Plate, 2 slots 2 2 2 4 10
Plate, 1 slot 4 4 10
Plate, 1 slot, square 6 4 10
Triang. Bracket 4 4 2 4 12
Wide Strip, 6h 2
Wide Strip, 8h 2
Angle Bracket 2 4 6
Flat Bracket 2 4 7
Pulley, 26½mm Ø 4 4 2 4 11
Rubber Ring for ^ 4 4 9
Pulley, 32½mm Ø 2
Rubber Ring for ^ 2
Pulley, 10mm Ø 1 1 2 4
Bush Wheel 2
Axle, 10cm 1 4 9
Axle, 7cm 2 2 2 4 10
Crank Handle 1 1 1 2
Screwed Rod, 4cm 1 4
Screwed Rod, 2cm 1 4 2
Coupling 1 1 1 3
Fork Piece 1 2
Collar 2 2 2 4 10
Hook ? 1 2
Span'driver 2
Spanner 1 1 2 1
Screwdriver 1
Nut ? ? ? 33 80
Bolt ? ? ? 31 81
Grub Screw ? ? ? 10 8
Cord 1
Propeller 1



Snippets. Gégé's EFEL  A few more points of
interest, mainly about the sets, have been seen in
Ebay photos since the review of this French system
in 33/1001. It will be recalled that some sets have
steel,  some  aluminium,  and  some  coloured  parts
(the latter were mentioned in 15/426). All the lids
of the sets mentioned below are red, and, with one
exception, at Fig.3, have the same label as in 5/91
(or in colour at OSN 4-5 on the OSN website).

SET 0  Rubber Rings. None of the photos to
hand of 5 sets show Rubber Rings for the Pulleys
and probably the 4 listed in the 33/1002 Table
was an error.

A steel set has its (red) Pulleys in the cor-
ners of the box, as in the set in Fig.6 in 5/91 (or
the OSN website), wrongly called a No.0A there.

Aluminium sets have their  4  (unpainted)
Pulleys vertically in-line with 2 either side of the
central small parts box.

A coloured set has this second layout but
the N&B are in a transparent wrapper instead
of a box. Colours are as in Fig.1 except that
the Pulleys are red.

SET 1  The 4 more sets seen include 2
with coloured parts & 3h Strips. With a few
exceptions all have the same parts layout as
the one shown in 33/1001 & the one right.

The  aluminium  sets.  One  has  2  of  the  single-ended
Spanners in the OSN 33 set but the other has one each of the
the longer Spanners shown in the Manual: one is the single-
ended shown among the parts in OSN 33; one is double-
ended with one end angled.

The coloured sets. One is shown in Fig.1 and differs
from the OSN 33 layout in the number of Screwed Rods
& in a 10cm Axle replaced by a Screwdriver (see 33/
1001 but perhaps it's a Drift). The other set has the
Fig.1 Screwed Rods but with the Axle and no Drift.

It  isn't  known whether  the parts  are steel  or
aluminium, and whether they are painted or, in
the case of aluminium, anodised. In the photos
they look painted and if so they are more likely
to be steel because painting aluminium wasn't
really satisfactory at the time.

Both  have  one  Spanner  with  2  straight
ends. Each has the N&B in the same trans-
parent wrapping as the No.0. These sets are
the only ones in which white Rubber Rings
have been seen.

As in all the No.1 & 2 sets seen, the A/Bs
in these sets are made from the long-slotted
Flat Brackets. But the equivalent parts to the
Flat Brackets in these sets are the blue 3h
Strips, slightly longer than the Flat Brackets,
with holes at 10mm pitch.

There  was  the  usual  style  manual  with
each set and the code on the front of the one
with the Fig.1 set was 1148. The code on the
other set is blurry but is probably also 1148:
its number is certainly longer than the 346 on
the manuals seen with all the other EFEL sets.

SET 2  The one set seen, with unpainted parts, and said to
be unused, is in a box similar to the No.1 but deeper with 2
layers of parts. The bottom card is identical to the No.1 in OSN
33, the top one (Fig.2), red as usual, looks to have its parts
individually strung as follows: 2,2,8,2 A/Gs with 3,2,1,0 slots;
2,2,2,2 Plates, 3,2,1,1 slots; 4 Triang. Brkts; 2,2 Wide Strips,
6,8h;  4 Pulleys, 26½mm with black Rubber Ring; 2 Pulleys,
32½mm;  2  Bush  Whls;  2,2  Axles,  10,7cm;  1  Coupling;  2
Collars; 1 Propeller. Additional smaller parts might of course be

in the parts box on the lower card.

   Linking Sets  No  other  'A'  sets  have
been  seen  but  the  BOITE  COMPLEMENTAIRE
left might perhaps be one.

Remarks   It is said that EFEL was
post-WW2  but  with  no  precise  dates.
However the codes on the manuals, 346
& 1148, could well be dates and if so the

coloured  sets  came  after  the
aluminium ones. It isn't  clear

where the  steel  sets  fit  in.
The  relevant  facts  may  be

that steel was in short supply
for some years after WW2, and

the aluminium No.0 has 2 extra
A/Gs  compared  with  (the  single

known) steel set, with one of them
needed  for  a  346  manual  No.0

model. Most likely I suppose, the plain steel sets, with their red
Pulleys,  immediately  preceded  the  coloured  sets,  and  the
reduction  in  the A/Gs was an error,  or  deliberate  with  one
hopes, the No.0 models in the 1148 manual no longer needing
the parts.
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