




Another INSTRUCTO Outfit  Details of a set belonging to
Kendrick  Bisset  were  given  in  18/494.  The  present  set  is
basically the same, but is labelled as a No.1. It has no manual
or the cardboard Plates but includes some metal fill-in Panels &
'Arches' – pieces which can be seen in the manual models, and
which were the waste from stamping some of the main parts.

The Box is exactly as in OSN 18 except that it has a small
round stick-on label on the lid's end apron which reads ' No.1
2.50'. Thus it seems that other sizes of sets may have at least
been  considered.  At  $2.50  the  set  undercut  the  $3  of  the
ERECTOR No.3 at the time (the 1920s), a set with 4 Spoked
Wheels and 36 N&B. Fig.1 is the Set's lid, actually Kendrick's.

The Parts  Fig.2  shows all  the  various  parts  except  the
Tubes (but with only the ends of the Panels).  The 'standard'
parts  are:  ¼" Ø  rolled  Tubes,  1,  2,  5,  9"  long;  5  types  of
Connector: 6-Spoke, 8-Spoke, 4-way Square, Straight, & Elbow;
an  Eye  Connector;  a  Perforated  Disc;  2  Pulleys;  a
Tyre; & a Sleeve. They are identical to those described
in OSN 18, and their quantities are also the same.

The waste  parts  arise  from stamping  the  Square
Connectors (Panels 'A' & 'B', 1 of each) and the two
Pulleys (Large & Small, Single & Double Arched Pieces,
'C' – 'F', with 1 each of the Single parts, & 10/6 of the
Large/Small Doubles). All are of soft, untreated, steel.
Panel A is 113⁄16*14.9"; Panel B 7⁄8*13.7" with the hole
at only one end.

Using the Parts  The Tubes are not fully closed up
and this gives them a good grip when pushed into the
Disc, the centre hole of the Pulleys & Connectors, or
onto  the 'spokes',  the Straight  &  Elbow Connectors,
the  4  outer  loops  of  the  Square  Connector,  &  the
prong of the Eye Connector. Tubes can run freely in
the eye. The Sleeve pushes over a Tube to act as a
collar  and  it  reduces  a  Tube's  diameter  enough  to
allow  it  to  turn  inside  a  Connector's  centre  hole,
though not very freely. The waste parts push into a
Tube's slot but are too thin to be held firmly unless
the Tube has been at least partially close up.

Most of the manual models need more parts than are in the
Set, & the remainder are rather dull, a Picture Frame & small
Wheel Truck for example. I wanted to use the 2 Panels & the
most obvious possibility was some type of aircraft. The manual
offering  (Fig.3,  full-size)
was a possibility but was
ruled  out  by  its  looks
(those  spiky  Connectors,
odd  tail  &  short  wings).
Also it meant cutting the
Panels, & I couldn't work
out from the rather poor
photo how to journal the
propeller  shaft.  Finally  I
made  the  Monoplane  in
Fig.4,  with  the  tail  sur-
faces  &  prop  cut  from
suitable  pieces  of  card-
board  (as  in  Kendrick's  set).
Driving  the  prop  from  the  landing
wheels  (as  in  the  manual  model)  proved
impossible,  mainly  due  to  friction  in  the  only
bearings  I  could  devise.  The  Panels  forming  the
wings were over-lapped & 'woven' together by chord-
wise  Arches.  It  was  necessary  to  hold  a  few  parts
together  with  the  Clips,  suitably  reconfigured,  that
originally  held  the  parts  to  the  backing  card  –  the
fuselage side Tubes at the tail for example.

The main  difficulties  in  building the model  were the
excessive force needed to push the Tubes into/onto the
other  parts,  &  the friction,  already  mentioned,  of  Tubes
running in Connectors. Also if a Tube needed to be closed
up at one point it could not then grip another part near it.

The finished model was reasonably robust.
 Betsy Ann Hisle & Billy Lord  These 'mystery' children

(on the box lid, manual cover,  and  a  whole  page  of  the
manual) were unknown in  OSN  18  but  now,  thanks  to
Google,  they  can  be identified  as child  actors  in  the

1920s, quite famous in their day it
seems.
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