




Another  INVICTA  Set  This  example  of  the  pre-WW2
Spanish,  TRIX-style  system is  bigger  than  the  set  described in
9/222; it seems to be complete except that there are no threaded
parts,  small  Discs,  or  Tools.  When  found  the  parts  were  still
attached  to  their  backing  card  with  clips  that  had  never  been
opened, and as the box isn't deep enough for a second layer of
parts, those missing were probably in a packet. The set's number
isn't certain: the Model Leaflet with the outfit has INVICTA 1 on
it but there is no number on the box, and there are not quite
enough parts to make the largest model shown, the Crane in
20/569. So although the set is most likely a No.1 (the largest in
the range) it's just possible it is a No.0A.

The box is  25½*19½*2cm and above the lid label,  211*
150mm. It is the same basic design, but more elaborate and
brighter than the OSN 9 example. The backing board is same grey
as the box and has the following parts on it: 1 Hook, and 4 each
of 5,9,13,17h Strips, DAS, A/B, D/B, & Wheel Disc.

The parts differ from those in OSN 9 in several ways. All are tin
plated, bright & shining except for some patches of grey. They are
dimensionally different too with 3.7mm Ø holes at 7.8mm pitch
(so quite similar to TRIX - the OSN 9 parts were typically 3.9mm
Ø at 8.1mm pitch).  The Wheel  Disc  is  29mm Ø with  holes  at
10.5mm pitch (26½ & 9mm before). The strip parts are the same
thickness  (.75mm)  but  15.0mm  wide  (15.5  for  the  17h  Strip)
against 14.0mm.

Also none of the parts have the 'diamond' hole pattern of the
previous  13h Strip,  all  the Strips  have the 'V'  pattern,  with  an
extra hole at each end, as in the Strips in the Letter 'L' in 20/569,

& the 13h Strip below. Of the other parts the A/B & D/B are made
from fully perforated 3 & 5h 'strips'; there are 2 extra holes in the 7h
strip  for  the  DAS;
&  the  Hook  has
only  3 holes  in  its
ball.  These  parts
and  a  Wheel  Disc
are shown right.

The models  are
on  a  sheet  folded
to  make  4  sides
219*156mm deep, and on both sides of a single loose sheet of the
same size. None are named and the only words anywhere are the
INVICTA  1  already  mentioned,  on  the  front  page  of  the  doubled

sheet.  This  sheet  has
22 models  from Letter
X  to  the  Signal  right
(full-size),  the  only
large model apart from
the  OSN  20  Crane.
There  are  10  models
on  the  loose  sheet,
from  a  Mono-plane
similar  to  the  one  on
the  lid,  to  the  Swing
above (80% f-s). Only a few of all the models show the extra hole at
the end of the Strips.

Apart from a couple of Letters, all the No.0 models in MCS, and all
the No.00 in the OSN 20 Leaflet, are included.

Snippet.  New Argentinian  System:  MEKNEX  Several
examples of the MEKNEX
outfit  right  have  been
offered  on  Ebay  from
time  to  time  since  mid-
2005.  It  has  sometimes
been called MEKANEX but
the  name  on  its  lid  is
MEKNEX,  and  that  is  the
name  used  on  Argentine
toy shop web sites.

According to the lid the
Set  has  127  parts,  and  3
models  are  mentioned  at
bottom right.  The Moto  on
the lid, a Buggy called Auto, and a very rudi-
mentary Lorry (Camión), are shown  on  the back  of  the
box. Each has a reasonable picture and a list of the parts needed, so
perhaps there is no model leaflet in the Set. Also on the back, the
panel top right showing the range of 26 parts. E10 & E11, above the
wire Screwdriver, are Axles, & G1, to the left of the Curved Strip, is
probably a plastic Axle Stop.

The  toy  shops  mentioned  above  do  not  show  this  Set  but
instead have small blurry pictures of 7 models. They include the Moto

but  not  the Auto  or  Camión.  The other  6 models  are a Crane
(Grúa), a Helicopter (Helicóptero), a small twin-boom Monoplane
(Avioneta), a Racing Car (Formula 1), a Mechanical Shovel (Pala),
& a Crane Lorry (Camión Grúa). The last 2 are perhaps the most
interesting  looking  &
are  shown  right.  It
isn't clear if the 7 are
made from individual
sets  or  from  one
large one.

       MEKNEX:  S1     OSN 36/1078

       INVICTA:  S1     OSN 36/1078
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