


5. INNOR   Jean-Pierre Guibert kindly sent a copy of a new
page recently added to his  Encyclopédie. It gives details of a
French set from the 1950s with 10 different parts to construct
the simple 4-9v Electric Motor below. It is referred to in the

Instructions as the MOTEUR INNOR, but nothing is known of the
maker. The base is the lid of the cardboard box (13*8*1.3cm),
which  has  a plan view drawing of  the Motor  on  it,  but  no
name, and is perforated with holes to suit the parts. The Shaft
is 2mm Ø reducing to 1.5mm at one end. The discs for the
commutator are cardboard, the pulley brass, as also the 2mm
Ø N&B. The Rotor had to be wound with 34 turns on each
arm, & the Stator with 50. The paperwork in the Set consisted
of  a  sheet  printed  on  both  sides  with  detailed  building
instructions  and 2  other  sheets,  one  with  extra  advice,  the
other about series & other motors, a permanent set-up for the
Motor, and making a strobe disc to mount on the Motor.
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6. MASTERBUILDER  In the account of this early post-WW2
UK system in 38/1135 it was mentioned that the meaning of
the  'K.W.'  in  the  name  of  the  MASTERBUILDER  company
wasn't known. The answer is Kathleen Waddell, the wife of the
Wardlaw Walter Waddell, the man who designed the system.

This  information  from Robin  Waddell,  Walter's  son,  who
played with MASTERBUILDER as a small child in the 1946-50
period, and has recently been in touch. He added that Walter
and his brother Alexander (Sandy) were joint owners of K.W.
Products,  the  company  based  in  Mountsorrel,  just  outside
Loughborough, responsible for MASTERBUILDER. 

And  Robin  wrote  something  of  Walter's  history.  He
combined considerable technical ability with a capacity for hard
work,  and  he  had  a  varied  career.  As  an  apprentice  with
Ruston & Hornsby in Lincoln he looked after the agricultural
machinery, steam engines, etc which the company showed at
fairs & exhibitions, and later, in the mid-1930s, he was sent to
Trinidad as a support engineer for the equipment that Rustons
had  sold  out  there.  Back  in  England  he  was  involved  in
designing the tracks for the Centurion tank towards the end of
WW2,  and  after  the  war  he  worked  full-time  for  several
companies as well as his involvement with MASTERBUILDER.
Some years after that period he started another business, a
direct mail bureau, initially called Miss Kay Blunt after his wife's
maiden  name,  and  later  Powertyping.  It  used  paper-tape
technology to integrate addresses, letter text and personalised
text  inserts  from three  separate  tape readers  connected  to

Flexowriter  automatic  typewriters  -  an  awesome  sight  in
operation.  The  letters  were  then  signed  with  a  genuine
fountain pen by another automatic gadget. 
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7. TRIX  Timothy Edwards passed on the address,  www.trix-
metaal.nl/Index.htm an  excellent  site  with  many  photos  of
sets, motors, manuals, brochures, etc from Germany, France
and several other countries.
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8. 'NEW' SYSTEMS  Jeannot Buteux/Constructorama wrote
that  it  was  hoped  in  due  course  to  send  some/more
information about systems such as BOMISA, IMBRICA, MÉTAL-
LUX, K.DO, STRUCTEX etc.

New OS Names:  S2            [48/1453]

9. Snippet: Canadian JUNEERO  A manual was described in
11/283 and now the set below, a 'Model A', has been seen on
Canadian Ebay. It was said to have been produced from 1940
to 1948 by Steelmaster of Vancouver, and to have a British-
made Tool plus aluminium & steel parts. The box is 18*12*
2½" and a sheet pasted inside the lid shows the 6 operations
that the Tool can perform. The parts visible in the box include

a pair of Shears to the right of the 4 small brass Pulleys, a Die
above the Tool's wooden Base, &, to the right of the Tool's red
handle, the Span'driver shown in OSN 11. Under the Manual is
Sheet material with a Corrugated Sheet on top. There is no
sign of the larger Pulleys & Flanged Wheels needed for some
of the Manual models. But the ready availability of extra parts
was stressed on the inside of the lid and in the Manual.
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