












KLIPTIKO  This was a simple UK system
based  on  tubular  parts  which  pushed  or
clipped together. It was aimed at younger
children  but  large structures  were  shown
for  the  larger  sets  and  it  was  popular
enough to survive for over a quarter of a
century. It often brings forth fond reminis-
cences  from  ageing  Meccanomen.  These
notes are an attempt to follow the changes
that  occurred  over  the  years.  They were
mainly  in  the manuals,  the colour  of  the
parts & the packaging – the full  range of
parts was available right from the start, or
very soon after,  and there  were no sub-
sequent  changes.  Most  of  what  will  be
presented  has  been  taken  from  material
kindly supplied by David Hobson, or from
Ebay photos.

The Patent  This  was  No.9628  in  the name of  Henry
Charles  Harrison  of  'Stoneleigh',  Mayfield  Road,  Moseley,
Birmingham. The application date was 24th April  1913 and it
was accepted on 14th Aug.  1913.  The parts  shown are  the
straight Tubes & the Clip, and they look like the parts actually
produced (see Fig.1).

There  was  also  an  American  patent,  No.1095858,  dated
May 5th, 1914, and a German D.R.G.M, No.562192.

Earlier,  in  1909,  Harrison  had taken  out  Patent  No.3291
which covered similar parts but with square section Tubes, and
the Clip had flat end tongues that could either be springy or of
soft metal which could be wrapped around another part.

History  It  is thought that KLIPTIKO was introduced in
1913,  or  possibly  for  Xmas  1912.  It  was  made  by  William
Bailey; later,  by 1925, William Bailey (Birmingham) Ltd. The
initial address was 213-215 Brearley St., Birmingham. By 1921
it had changed to Victoria Works, Weaman St., Birmingham,
and in  a 1925 ad Oak Works,  Weaman St.  was  given.  But
Victoria Works was used again in 1926. In the late 1920s an
additional  factory  was  opened  for  KLIPTIKO  &  WENBRIK
production  and  a  1929  ad  gives  the  company's  address  as
Edward Works, Weaman St. The firm ceased to manufacture
toys in 1934 and production & marketing passed to Kliptiko
Ltd., Candlewick House, 116/126 Canon St., London EC4. The
last known ad for KLIPTIKO was from June 1939 but a small
set called SNAPSTICKS with parts similar in style to KLIPTIKO
was advertised by a different company in 1948.

The Parts  Fig.1  was taken from a 1920s manual.  It  is
possible that the parts needed for the larger Sand Wheels (the
Hopper & Curved Tubes) may not have been introduced until
1914. All the parts are shown except a 4ft Cable and a Screw
& Nut  – parts  which  were never illustrated.  The Cable is  a
length of very strong spring cord, 3⁄8"  in diameter which was
used to simulate a Suspension Bridge cable, as in Fig.7. It is
nominally 48" long but the two in one set were 51 & 61". A
Screw seen in a No.6 set is 1⁄8" BSW cheeseheaded, plain steel,
& 1" u/h; its Nut, brassed steel, is square, 6.4mm A/F. The
Hook in the Set is made of 1.7mm dull zinced wire, and is 1"
long o/a. The Curved Tubes are 6 to a circle.

The Tubes & Clips are rolled tubes and are 3⁄8" Ø. Tubes are
joined in-line by pushing each Tube into the slit of the other
and twisting until one Tube is completely inside the other. A
Tube is joined to a Clip in-line by simply pushing the Tube into
a Clip's  open end. The  Wheels,  the small  one is  actually  a
pulley, run on the Tubes There is no way of making them fast
but a Hub Cap in the end of a Tube prevents them running off.

The Years to the Mid-1920s
   The first ad known was in a Bonne Marché catalogue, said to
be for the New Year 1913, and there was a similar one a year
later.  3 sets were listed with 42, 108 & 214 parts,  different

quantities to those in the only known, later, Set Contents. A
Gamages 1913 catalogue listed Sets 1-4 sets at 10½d, 2/4½,
4/11, & 9/11 but with no other details. A piece in a July 1914
trade magazine says that a new set had been added, to retail
at 7/6. It was said to include 4 Wheels and be capable of over
50 models including a Sand Wheel  about 32" high. The full
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Set Nos. Accessory Set Nos.
1 2 3 4 03 3½ 3A 0 01 02 03A 04

P
ri

ce
s 1917

1920
1921

2/- 4/- 8/- 16/- 5/6 8/6 12/6 10½d 3/- 4/- 6/- 10/-
4/- 8/6 17/6 31/6 10/6 17/6 25/- 1/6 6/- 8/6 15/- 21/-
2/6 6/- 10/6 21/- 7/6 12/6 17/6 1/- 4/- 6/- 10/6 15/-

range of sets with prices was given in ads from Feb. 1917, Oct.
1920,  & Dec.  1921 as in  the Table  above – as will  appear
Bailey's  marketing  department  was  not  afraid  of  a  little
complexity.  The  percentage  rises  in  price  over  the  period
differed for the various sets but whether this represented any
changes to their contents or packaging isn't known.

Box  Labels   Three were  used.  The  one  in  Fig.2  is
something  of  a  mystery  and
hasn't been seen in any adverts.
Of  the  3  examples  to  hand  2
were on the French Ebay but the
Bonne Marché  ads have a label
more like  Figs.3  &  4.  I  place it
first  because  the  clothing,  left,
looks the earliest to me.
   The Fig.3 label (it should have
a white border) was shown in a
1917  ad  and  the  label  in  the
Bonne Marché ads is nearer to it
(with  the  centre  figure's  head
well into the name banner) than
to  Fig.4.  So  presumably  Fig.4
was the later of the two though

looking at the clothes I'm not entirely sure.
The Boxes  All three with the Fig.2 label are black; all later

boxes are red.
The Parts have a dark, bronze lacquered finish.
Set Contents  No inventories for the sets are known but

some idea of their contents can be gained from the models in
the manual described below. Sets 1-3 have only Clips, straight
Tubes, & 1 Pulley. Set 4 likewise but plus 2 Cables. Set 03
includes 4 Wheels, also 12 Buckets & a Hopper for the small
Sand Wheel (as in Fig.28 but with no coloured parts). Set 3½
has parts to make the medium Sand Wheel including 12x 6"
Curved Tubes, 2 Wheels,  the Hopper, & 20 Buckets. Set 3A
has  parts  to  make  the  largest  Sand  Wheel  (as  in  Fig.12)
including 12x 10" Curved Tubes, 3 Wheels, the Hopper, & 30
Buckets.  Turning  to  the  accessory  sets,  No.0  (see  10/249)
includes  4  Pulleys  to  mount  Cranes  etc  on  wheels.  Set  01
includes 4 Wheels & 12 Buckets and with Set 2 has enough
parts  for  the  small  Sand  Wheel.  Set  02  includes  the  same
Wheels & Buckets as the 01 and with Set 1 it again allows the
small Sand Wheel to be built. Set 03A includes 12 of the 6"
Curved Tubes and with Set 3 has enough parts for the small or
medium Sand Wheels. Set 04 includes 7 Pulleys, 3 Wheels, 32
Buckets, the Hopper, & 12x 10" Curved Tubes; with Set 4 it
allows construction  of  the large Sand Wheel  and  Passenger
Wheel (see Fig.10).  Most of the combinations of sets ment-
ioned  also  allow  at  least  one  other  of  the  manual
models to be made, usually a Roundabout.

A Manual to hand has the cover in Fig.7 and it is
the same as the one with the only set seen from this
period  that  shows a manual  cover.  It  has 16 pages,
204*137mm,  including  the  covers,  and  shows  24
models. The only date in it is for the U.S. patent, May
5th, 1914.

p2 has photos: the largest 30 bucket Sand Wheel (as
in MCS, and at the time almost a 'trademark' model);
Mr  Bailey,  a  quite  large  gentleman,  standing  on  a
KLIPTIKO Bridge; and another similar but with a boy on
each end tower in addition. p16 has another publicity
photo, this time of an extremely long Forth Bridge.

p3 has a list of the 12 sets, as in Fig.8; it also shows

which models can be built with which sets. The Combinations
account  for  all  the  24  models  in  the  Manual  except  No.20
MEDIUM  SAND  WHEEL &  No.21  ROUNDABOUT,  both  Set  3½
models. 

Going through the Manual. pp4-5 have 7 Set 1 models from
Crane, with Moving Jib and Winding Motion (the model in the
Patent)  to  No.7  Swing.  p6  has  3  Set  2  models  from No.8
(another)  Crane,  with  Moving  Jib  and  Winding  Motion,  to
No.10 Goods Elevator. On p7, two Set 3 models: No.11 Tower
Bridge,  with  Automatic  Elevating Roadway (more or  less as
Figs.3 & 4, it works by winding Cord onto a Tube manually), &

No.12  Traveller  Crane  (Fig.9).  Then  3  No.4  models  on  p8:
No.13  EIFFEL  TOWER ('Approximate  Height,  5ft.');  No.14
SUSPENSION BRIDGE (5ft 6in long, as in Fig.7); & No.15  HIGH
LEVEL BRIDGE (5ft 8in long). p9: No.16, the small SAND WHEEL
(Set 03 or 1+02 or 2+01); No.17 DELIVERY WAGON (Set 03 or
1+01 or 02); & No.18 FURNITURE VAN WITH FOLDING DOORS (Sets
2+02). p10: No.19 FURNITURE VAN WITH DOOR TO OPEN (Set 03).
p11: No.20  MEDIUM SAND WHEEL (Set 3½, 2ft 4in tall). p12:
No.21  ROUNDABOUT (Set 3½). p13: No.22  PERFECTION SAND
WHEEL (Set 3A or 3+03A, the largest,  30 Bucket,  3ft  high).
p14:  ROUNDABOUT (Set  3A).  p15  PASSENGER  WHEEL  (Fig.10
overleaf, Sets 4+04).

There is a line drawing, often shaded, for each model, but
no parts list and some of the larger model would be a puzzle,
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even for Dad.
Among the models are 4 Cranes, 2 Roundabouts, 3 Sand

Wheels, & 4 Bridges but no motor vehicles or aeroplanes. The
only wheeled models are horse-drawn, 2 Vans & a Wagon.

From the Mid-1920s to World War 2
The main changes in this period were to the set structure by

the mid 1920s; to the lid label at the same time or possibly
earlier, with another change a little later, and again in the mid
1930s; to the finish of the parts with some red in 1929, and
multi-coloured in 1939;  and to the manuals with a different
cover  when the new range of sets was introduced,  another
sometime in the early 1930s, and the introduction of blueprints
& a mini-manual in 1939.

1926? The New Sets  The last ad which mentioned the
old set structure was in Dec. 1921, the first to mention the
new range, though without any claim that it was new, was in
March 1926. There were Sets 1-6 plus a Set 6 in a present-
ation cabinet; Accessory Sets were a No.0 and linking outfits
1A-5A. Fig.11 shows the prices of the sets in 1926 and they
stayed the same until the changes which were made in 1939.
For  convenience,  the  1939  prices  are  also  included  in  the

Set Nos. Accessory Set Nos.
1 2 3 4 5 6 6 * 0 1A 2A 3A 4A 5A

P
ri

ce
s 1926

1939
2/6 5/- 7/6 12/6 17/6 25/- 30/- 1/- 3/- 3/- 5/6 5/6 8/-
2/6 5/- 7/6 10/6 21/-  -- 30/-  -- 3/- 3/- 3/6 11/6 9/6

Table. The Set Contents were given in 5/101, and apart from
Set 0, all the outfits were progressive. Aside from
Tubes & Clips the No.1 included 4 Pulleys, & 4 Hub
Caps;  the 1A a  fifth  Pulley;  the 2A a Hopper,  12
Buckets & 4 Wheels; the 3A, 12x 6" Curved Tubes, 8
Buckets,  and  2  Screws  &  Nuts;  the  4A,  12x  10"
Curved Tubes, 10 Buckets & 20 Hub Caps; and the
5A, 3 Pulleys, 2 Buckets, 2 Cables, & 3 Hooks. The
No.1 contained 29 Clips & 14 tubes; the No.6 228 &
136! The Set 0 contents were 10 Clips, 6 Tubes, 4
Pulleys, & 4 Hub Caps. Since it was classed as an
Accessory Set I suppose no models were shown for
it  and  perhaps  its  main  purpose  was  to  attract
pocket money. In passing no mention is made in any
of the literature of parts being available individually.
Boxes  Sets 1-5 are shown in the manual of the
time  as  partitioned  with  a  single  layer  of  parts.
Set 6's presentation cabinet measured about 43*30*
12cm,  and was made  of  a  light  wood,  varnished,
with  the label  inside the lid and just the name in
black on top. The parts in both it and its cardboard
counterpart were in the bottom of the box and in a
tray. The cardboard  box lids were grey and most
remained  so  until  1939,  but  with  an  occasional
brownish example. The  lid label was at first as in

Fig.12 with a 'green (jumpered) boy'.  The parts remained a
dark bronze shade, sometimes almost black. A new manual
with a 'Tower' cover (Fig.18) and many more models accom-
panied  the  new  sets.  Two  editions  are  known  and  will  be
described later.
  Before 1929, A New Label  The change from the 'green

boy' to the 'orange boy' (Fig.13) was sometime before the red
parts were introduced in 1929. I wonder why the change was

made.
 1929,  Coloured  Parts were  introduced  in  a

May  1929  ad.  The  Pulley,  Wheel,  &  the  Curved
Tubes were nicely  painted red;  the Hopper  & the
Bucket  were  red outside  and  brassed  inside.  The
other parts remained as before although they tended
to be a lighter shade as the years went on, from
almost  black  to  almost  as  light  as  brass  in  some
cases late on. It seems though that there could be

variation across the parts in a single set. Much was made in
the ad introducing the coloured parts of the joy of seeing them
in a Sand Wheel spinning round but for the purchasers of Sets
1 & 2 the only red parts were the Pulleys. The ad also spoke of
a  Forth  Bridge  with  'interlaced coloured  cantilevers'  but  it's
hard to imagine it without some of the other parts in colour.
  1930? A New Manual  Initially the Tower manual contin-

ued to be used with the coloured sets but at some stage a new
manual  with  a  full-colour  'Toyscape'  cover  (Fig.19),  full  of
KLIPTIKO  models,  was  introduced.  It  was  certainly  in  use
when the new label  (see below)  was introduced and it  has
been seen with several Ebay sets which have the Orange Boy
label & red parts. One Toyscape manuals has a PR of '30/B.P.
8/30' and that could indicate that the change was as early as
1930. (None of the known Tower manuals has a PR.)
  1931 The K.K.K.  Perhaps declining sales in the depression

years prompted a trade ad in September announcing 'The most
original  sales  creating  scheme  ever  devised'–  a  national
advertising campaign was promised to 'tell  the story'  of  the
new wheeze, the K.K.K. The initials were commonly known to
stand for Ku Klux Klan, a name which had appeal for young-
sters even if their parents may well have disapproved of the
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organisation. But in this case K.K.K. stood for Kliptiko Klan, and
anyone with a KLIPTIKO set could join the Klan and receive a
badge & a diploma, plus the names of 3 other Klan members
to write to. Your rank in the Klan depended on the size of your
set and various prizes were offered. One, unspecified, if you
sent details of a model good enough to be published, and one
depending on the number of points you had gained by getting
others to join – 1 if they had a No.1 set and going up to 10 for

a No.6. These prizes depended on how many points had been
accrued – they ranged from a pocket torch for 5 points to a
Brownie wireless set for 50. In an ad after Xmas the K.K.K.
was described as a 'sweeping success' and it continued to be
advertised regularly until Sept. 1932 – but thereafter nothing is
known of it. 

1934? A New Label This was the 'Sunray' design (Fig.14).
It isn't  sure when it  was introduced but it  could have been
when, or soon after the change of ownership in 1934.

1939  New  Coloured  Parts,  Lids,  Blueprints,  &  a
Juvenile Manual  These were announced/shown in a June
1939, ad and all  but the colours  can be seen in  the 2 sets
illustrated  in  it  (Fig.15).  The  range  of  sets remained  the
same except that the No.0 and the cardboard boxed No.6 were
no longer listed.  The prices of  Sets  4 &  5 changed a little
(Fig.11) but it isn't known if there were any changes to the set
contents of any of the sets (I wonder about the Set 1 in Fig.15
because the 2 Buckets at each end of the box were not in the
earlier set). In an example of the Juvenile Engineering manual
to hand (described later, it is shown in Set 3 of Fig.15) the
range of sets is given twice as 1 to 5, so it seems that the No.6
was dropped before production ceased during WW2, possibly
because of wartime shortages. The parts in the only set seen
show the Clips painted green, the two longer Tubes yellow,
and the shorter  one bronzed.  Some of  the Clips  were also
bronzed. But shorter yellow Tubes have been seen in loose lots
of  parts.  The red parts  remained the same except that  the
inside of the Bucket, & possibly the Hopper, was yellow. The
lids had  the  same  Sunray  label  but  were  covered  in  a
patterned paper which can be seen in Fig.15. Fig.17 shows the
corner of an actual lid with a torn label. To me the pattern
detracts from the impact of the label and when I first saw this
lid, before I'd seen the ad, I assumed it was covered in cheap
wrapping paper used as a wartime expedient. Manuals  Each
set in Fig.15 has a Toyscape manual and 2 Blueprints can be
seen by Set 1. On the right in the Set 3 illustration is the small
Juvenile Engineering manual already mentioned. All these will
be described later. 

I found the Table below helpful when I got lost in, or con-
fused by, all of the above.

Label Green Boy Orange Boy Sunray

Lid Grey or sometimes brownish Patterned

Parts Bronze Bronze Some Red Some Red Multicoloured

Man'l Tower prob Tower Tower Toyscape Toyscape Toyscape+Blue-*

Date:1926 (or 1920+)         1929      1930?          1934?          1939 *prints+Juvenile

The LATER MANUALS

 All  except  the  Juvenile  edition.  The pages are  about
250*185mm and their  numbering includes  the covers.  With
time the various editions had more pages, and more models –
from 24 pre-WW1 to 36 for the first known Tower manual, and
to 55 in the Toyscape one. Very few models were dropped but
their  order  and numbering  were  often  changed,  so  too  for
some, the set said to be needed. An important innovation was

the inclusion of a Parts Required list
for each model. All the manuals to be
described  have  the  maker  William
Bailey (Birmingham) Ltd on the back
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cover, and thus ought to  date  from  before  the
change of maker in 1934. There are certainly other editions
and two others with different PRs have been reported, both
earlier than the Toyscape manual to be described.

The first 4 pages of all the manuals after the outside cover
are the same with: photos of Sets 1-6 on p2 (the lid labels are
the Green Boy type and never changed); a list of sets on p3
with prices and which models could be made with which set;
the Illustrated Parts on p4; and building Instructions on p5.
The last two pages are also the same with the Set Contents on
the inside  cover,  and  14 (extra)  small  models  on  the  back
cover.
  Tower Manual (1)  It has 32 pages, with the cover shown

in Fig.18.  p6 has small  illustrations of  12 of  the 36 manual
models.  The  latter  comprise:  Set  1:  1.  SWING on  p7  to  7.
LUGGAGE BARROW on p9; Set 2: 8. BI-PLANE on p9 to 13. CHAIR
on p10; Set 3: 14.  DELIVERY WAGON on p11 to 19.  A STRONG
RELIABLE  FURNITURE  VAN on p13;  Set  4:  20.  MEDIUM SAND-
WHEEL on p14 to 23. REVOLVING CRANE ON WHEELS (as Fig.26)
on  p17;  Set  5:  24.  TRAVELLER  CRANE on  p18 to  26.  LARGE
SAND-WHEEL on p20; Set 6: 27.  TOWER BRIDGE, with Automatic
Elevating Roadway on p21 to 36. TOWER (as in Fig.18) on p30.

Among the new models were two novelties for the smaller
sets: one, a See-saw with a teddy bear riding one end and a
stuffed toy animal the other; two, Performing Gymnasts – 2
jointed card figures (to be made by the builder and attached to
Pulleys) with a pulley drive which caused them to perform at
either  end  of  a  framework.  A  fair  Set  2  Bi-plane  was  one
concession to the 20th century, the other a Tramcar. The latter,
and most of the other new models were for Set 6 and included
2 Windmills, a Pit-Head Gear, a Double Elevating Bridge (the
drawbridge  type),  the  Crane  in  Fig.26,  and  2  fairground
models, a (helter-) Skelter & a Flying Boats (Fig.27). The only
major model dropped was the Passenger Wheel, and it never
appeared again, or any big wheel model.

Tower Manual (2)  It has 36 pages, with the same cover
and same p6. The models are: Set 1: 1.  SWING on p7 to 7.
LUGGAGE BARROW on p9; Set 2: 8. BI-PLANE on p9 to 14. SHIP
on p11; Set 3: 15.  TELPHER LINE on p11 to 23.  STAGE COACH
on p14; Set 4: 24. SAND-WHEEL on p15 to 29. ROUNDABOUT on
p18; Set 5: 30. SUSPENSION BRIDGE on p19 to 32. LARGE SAND-
WHEEL on  p21;  Set  6:  33.  TOWER  BRIDGE,  with  Automatic
Elevating Roadway on p22 to 48. MOTOR TIP WAGON on p33. p34
has an ad for the linking sets.

The only new model for Sets 1 & 2 was a Ship for the No.2,
but new for Set 3 were another Ship, a Stage Coach and a
Racing Car (Fig.22). Apart from a (rather odd) No.6 Aeroplane
(Fig.29),  most  of  the  new models  for  the  larger  sets  were
modern vehicles of one sort or another:  a No.4 Ambulance,
and for the No.6: a Motor Lorry, a Fire escape, a Motor Bus, a
Motor Tip Wagon, and a Pullman Car.

Toyscape  Manual  It  has  40  pages,  with  the  cover  in
Fig.19. The models are: Set 1: 1. SWING on p6 to 8.AEROPLANE
on p8; Set 2: 9.  BI-PLANE on p8 to 18.  REVOLVING CRANE on
p11; Set 3: 19. GOODS ELEVATOR on p11 to 26. MOTOR LORRY
on  p15  (Fig.21);  Set  4:  27.  SAND-WHEEL on  p16  to  33.
TRICYCLE on p19; Set 5: 34. TRAVELLER CRANE on p20 to 40. a
Roundabout but unnamed on p25 (Fig.20); Set 6: 41.  FLYING
BOATS on p26 to 55.  TOWER on p37. p38 has an ad for the
linking sets. p40, the back cover, has the PR 15/B.P. 9/34.

The  only  new  model  for  Set  1  is  a  strange  looking
Aeroplane; for Set 2 another Gymnast who performs when the
model is pulled along, and a tidy looking Revolving Crane. New
for Set 3, another Ship, a 12 Bucket Water Wheel (with a rotor
like  the  small  Sand  Wheel),  and  a  very  fair  Motor  Lorry
(Fig.21); for Set 4, only a reasonable Tricycle; for Set 5 the
unnamed Roundabout with an attractive decorative top facade
(Fig.20); and for Set 6 a fairly attractive Clock Tower.

Other Manuals  It seems very probable that there was a
manual, yet to be seen, for the sets available, possibly three,
when the system was launched.

Two other Toyscape manuals have been reported, one of 40
pages with 55 models and a PR of 30/B.P. 8/30; the second
with a PR of 20/B.P. 9/32.

A 36 page Dutch Tower manual was mentioned in 20/587
and it  is  now known that  it  matches the Tower (2)  edition
above. A French manual was mentioned in 18/523 but with no
details.

The Juvenile Manual & Blueprints  An example of this
manual, with some inside pages missing, and 6 double-sided
Blueprints came with a mix of loose coloured & bronzed parts,
the remains  of  a  No.3  set.  At  the  time I  thought  that  the
manual  was probably  a wartime or early  postwar  expedient
when paper was in short supply. But as shown in Fig.15, it and
the Blueprints were introduced before WW2.

The Manual has 32 pages, 90*153mm, plus covers. The
front is as in Fig.15 plus 'For Boys from 4 to 10 years of age'
across the bottom. The other covers are blank. pp1-2 have an
introduction with mention that 'Kliptiko parts are sold in outfits
numbered 1 to 5', and that linking sets allow a No.1 to be built
up into a No.5. Some of the parts are illustrated on pp3-6 (but
not  all  that would be in a No.5)  together with  how to join
them. pp7-12 & 23-26 are missing – on the remaining pages
are models from Bedstead to Pullman Car. They have no Model
Nos., nor Parts Lists, and include manual models (some with
minor changes from those in the manuals proper) plus some
from the small  models  on  the back  cover  of  said  manuals.
They are a mix of large & small models in no particular order,
with no indication  of  which  set  is  needed for  any of  them.
Some of the models are Set 6 models in the regular manuals
and would need many more parts than in Set 5. Some of the
models refer to 'blue prints' followed by a number from 101 to
114 (they are not in sequence and so there could be more on
the missing pages).

The Blueprints to hand are Nos.101-112 with one model

     OSN 44/1343 KLIPTIKO:  S5

FIG.18

FIG.19



KLIPTIKO:  S6     OSN 44/1344

FIG.20

FIG.21

FIG.22

FIG.26

FIG.23

FIG.24

FIG.25
Original size

Original size

Original size

80% original size

70% original size



on each side of  the 6 sheets.  They are 277*155mm except
that 111-112 is double-sized. The models are shown as engin-
eering drawings with, usually, 2 or more views in first angle

projection, plus sectional views as needed, all to a scale of 3⁄8
or ¼ full-size. They are quite well done but what would an
average 4-10 year old make of them?  Fig.24 is an example of

one of the simpler models (as a B&W negative for better
clarity)  with  the Manual  version alongside.  The Juvenile

manual plus Blueprints would not be nearly as useful to
a youngster as the regular manual, and perhaps this

dawned on someone late in the day and hence the
regular manuals with the 1939 sets (Fig.15).

After WW2
  As far as is known KLIPTIKO was not reintr-

oduced  after  the  war,  so  perhaps  prewar
sales  had  declined  to  the  point  where  it

was not felt worthwhile, especially if the
tooling  and/or  stocks  had  been

destroyed  by  bombing.  However
something of  KLIPTIKO may have

lived on for a little while. An ad in
January  1948  from  Champion
Products  Ltd.,  190  Ashted  Row,
Birmingham  7  shows  a  set

(Fig.25)  called  SNAPSTICKS,  at  5/11+2/-
tax.  The structural  parts  in  it  look similar  to
KLIPTIKO but the Clips are in 4 lengths with a
short Tube to perhaps join them and provide
an  axle.  Ashted  Row  is  about  a  mile  from
Bailey's Weaman Street.

Using the Parts
   With the remaining No.3 parts, plus a few

others,  I  was able to make the small  Sand Wheel  left.  The
framework built up really quickly and this aspect of KLIPTIKO
would have been an attractive feature for the young builder. It
was adequately rigid but could be knocked out of shape fairly
easily.  It  was equally  easy to  knock it  back into  shape but
adding two diagonal cross braces was worthwhile.  As would
often be the case this bracing needed Half  Clips and I was
surprised to see that there were none in Sets 1-3, and only 6
in Set 6. The wheel too was quickly built and reasonably easy
to true up. It ran without problem, and rather impressively,
until  I  tired  of  refilling  the  Hopper.  There  was  no  way  of
locating the wheel sideways within the framework but it stayed
centred once the stream of sand was turning it.

I  also made a simple Crane and that too was successful
except that there was no way of making a ratchet or brake for
the  winding  spindle,  or  of  making  a  satisfactory  winding
handle. So to prevent the load running away the fork ends of
the Clips which provided the bearings
for the winding spindle had to grip it
fairly  tightly  and  then  it  was  quite
difficult  to  turn.  In  some  models  a
winding handle is  made using a Clip
on the spindle and a Tube in its other
end. I tried this  but it was too large
for  my small  model  and in  any  case
the  fork  ends  tended  to  slip.  Some
care  was  needed  in  both  models  to
bend  the  Clip  ends  to  give  an
appropriate level of grip.
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Original size

FIG.29

PS   I  forgot  to  include  the
only  photo  to  hand  of  a
linking set. It is from the red
parts/Tower manual period.

75% original size

FIG.30
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