


3 BILT-E-ZE Items  A No.4 set, the type with the ¼" Axles,
and  a  Flat  rather  than  a  Flanged  Plate,  was  described  in
22/628; the First Item now is some Parts and a Manual
which correspond to that set in most respects. The only parts
missing are the 2x 25h Strips, the Crank Handle, and 12 of the
nominal 72 N&B. The N&B are quite different to the OSN 22
parts and a few of the other pieces show slight variations.

The  Details follow.  The  5  &  7h  Strips are  the  same
thickness as those in OSN 22, but at .8mm the 9 & 11h are
noticeably thinner The chamfered corners are sometimes up
to  4½mm  long.  The  normal  Axles are  3.63mm  Ø.  The
Collars are  7.9mm  Ø  &  8mm  long.  The  Split  Pins are
12mm long. The N&B are 3⁄32" BSW, plain steel, with 4.8mm
Ø RH Bolts, ½" u/h, & square Nuts, 6.3mm A/F & 2mm thick.
No doubt the normal 4BA N&B were not available at the time;
the  bosses  &  Collars  are  tapped  4BA but  there  were  no
screws for them.

The Second Item is an Ebay ‘snippet’, showing the front
& back pages of a BILT-E-ZE  Manual,  and the front in the
general  style  of  the OSN 22 one.  Most of  the text  can’t  be
seen clearly but it is either for Set 2 or 3, and the name at the
bottom is Covingtons Ltd., rather than COVINGTON TOYS LTD.
The  address  is  different  too  and  is  possibly  ‘?  WEST ??
LONDON ???’  The  models  were  said  to  go  from  No.1
Motorcycle & Sidecar, to No.7 Water Pump, and the latter can
be seen on the last page. It is in the same style as the No.4
models except that a list of the parts required is included. It is
built up from the Flat Plate with only edge holes, and the use
of  this  part  points  to  the  manual
being from a ‘Flat Plate’ set.

The  Third  Item,  courtesy
David Hobson, is an example of the
Other Type of  BILT-E-ZE Set,
with  parts,  including  the  Flanged
Plate,  as  described  under  ‘The
other BILT-E-ZE’ in 22/629. The Set
is a No.2 and is near complete but
doesn’t have a manual.

The  cardboard  box,  9¼*8*1",
has faded but was originally blue -
the lid, with label nearly covering it,
is  shown  right.  At  the  bottom  is
COVINGTONS  LIMITED,  LONDON,
ENGLAND, and a price of 13/9 has
been written on in pencil. Unlike the
OSN  22  No.4,  there  is  no  set
number  in the top right  red panel,
and the Set has been identified by
the wording on the N&B packets. In

the bottom left red panel is  ‘REGISTERED DESIGN’. The parts
are in  two layers,  mostly wired to light  brown cards  but  the
Wheels are held with bifurcated clips and the N&B are in two
light brown envelopes, 2½*3½", glued to the card. Both have
‘BILT-E-ZE  SET  No.2’  on  them,  with  underneath  ‘This  Packet
contains 36 4BA Nuts’ on one, & ‘This Packet contains 30 ¼" x 4BA
screws // 6 ½" x 4BA screws’ on the other. These envelopes have
similar  envelopes  folded  inside  them  and  they  contain  the
actual parts – one is plain and the other has ‘BILT-E-ZE SET
No.4’ & ‘This Packet contains 36 4BA Nuts’ on it. Presumably the
‘No.4’ or the ‘36’ was an error. 

The  parts in the Set are listed below with quantities in
curly  brackets,  and  comments  where  they differ  from those
described in 22/629.  The  main changes compared to the
‘Flat Plate’ outfit parts are the Flanged Plate stamped BILT-E-
ZE in its centre, the slightly larger holes, the red tinplate Road
Wheels  with  normal  Axles,  the  brass  instead  of  blackened
steel Pulley, single- instead of double-tapping, the extra holes
in the Semi-circular Plate, & the normal size holes in the A/B.
Note also that the Crank Handle is much smaller in diameter
than the Axles, though larger than the ‘Flat Plate’ part.
• 5,7,9h Strips {4,2,2}. 5,7h A/Gs {2,2}. 2,3h DAS {1,1}.
• Flanged Plate {1}.  Semi-circular Plate,  as  before  but
with extra 45° edge holes, as illustrated in 19/539 {2} – these
holes are not shown in the parts on the lid.
• Flat Trunnion {4}. A/B {4}.
• Road Wheel {4}.  Pulley, all  brass, 1.06" Ø, 4½mm wide
with  flat,  slightly  recessed  peening  (the  black  steel  type  is
shown  on  the  lid)  {2}.  Brass  Collar,  8.0mm Ø, 7mm long,

single-tapped 4 BA {1 found
but probably at least 4}.
• 4,3,1¾"  Axles {1,1,1,  but
2x  4"  might  be  needed}.
Crank Handle, 3.24mm Ø,
black like the Axles, 165mm
long  o/a,  with  a  40mm
handle  &  large  radius  90°
bends {1}.
• Dull  plated  steel,  4  BA
N&B.  Square & hex  Nuts,
8.0mm A/F  &  2½mm thick.
{16,21}.  RH  Bolts,  6.0  to
6.5mm  Ø,  ¼  &  ½"  u/h.
{32,6}. Span’driver {2}.
• Holes vary  from  4.1  to
4.3mm as follows. 4.1: A/Bs,
a  few  Strips,  Semi-circular
Plates; 4.2: most Strips, Flat
Trunnions,  Flanged  Plate,
DAS; 4.3: A/Gs.

A KITANO No.0 OUTFIT  A manual  for  this  very  minor,
post-WW2,  UK  system  was  described  in  8/189,  and  now,
thanks  to  David  Hobson,  a  set  is  to  hand.  It  is  in  an  end-
opening box, 5*8*1″, coloured all over in the same vivid yellow
& red as the manual cover. The top is the same design as the
cover except for 'COMPLETE STEEL SET WITH INSTRUCTION MANUAL
No “0” ', at the top, and at bottom right, 'CONTENTS LISTED ON
REVERSE SIDE OF BOX'. And so they are. The parts are in a
stout brown paper bag, 4½*7¼″, with the contents of Sets 00
& 0 printed on the front,  and overprinted in  red at  the top:
No.124517 with “0” underneath after 'Serial No. 

The holes are at ½″ pitch and vary from 3.9 to 4.4mm Ø in
the different parts. At a glance they could all be mistaken for
LYNX (see 16/436) but the holes in some are bigger than in
any known LYNX parts. Also their ends, apart from the A/Bs,
and the 2 & 3h Strips, are near fully rounded instead of the
usual  LYNX larger  radius.  (In  passing  another  similarity  to

LYNX is  that  the  DAS  &  Brackets  are  all  called  Brackets
preceded by the total number of holes in the part - so the 3h
long DAS is a 5-Hole Bracket.)  All the parts are quite nicely
made,  and  except  where  stated  they  are  nickel  plated.
Quantities in Sets 00/0 are given in curly brackets (the No.0 is
the No.00 with more N&B, and 6 each of the DAS & Brackets.

2,3,4,5,9h  Strips {6/6;6/6;6/6;6/6;2/2}. The 2 & 3h are dull
plated.  1*3*1h  DAS {-/6}.  Despite  the  Complete  Steel  Set
claim this part is aluminium, anodised orange (cf later LYNX).
1*1h & 2*2h A/B {-/6;-/6}. D/B {-/6}. N&B {15/32}.  They  are
plain steel with a 5BA thread. Nuts are pressed, 6.3mm A/F &
2mm thick.  Bolts have a 5.5mm Ø RH, and are 6½mm u/h.
Tools. A Screwspan Tool, presumably a  Spandriver, is listed
for both sets but a Spanner & a Screwdriver were in the No.0,
both  identical  to  the  LYNX parts  shown  in  16/440 (the 3.2″
Screwdriver). The Spanner's larger opening fits the Nuts.
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