


















































































MÄRKLIN Display Models  Jürgen Kahlfeldt has 
discovered prewar advertising material for 17 of these and 

Werner Sticht kindly sent copies. There is a photo of each 
and brief details of most. They are impressive with 

movement in all of them, though in about one third this is 
from trains running around. (Except where stated all trains 

mentioned are Märklin toys). Mechanical movement is 
powered by the standard 20v #1301 Motor. All the models 

have coloured lights, from a handful to 144 in one case; 
they are usually 3.5v but a few are 20v. In size the highest 

model, a 4-bladed rotor on top of a pyramid shaped base 
(M863W), is 210cm, while the largest in plan, a railway 

layout (M830) is 240*125cm. Brief notes on all the models 
follow with the prices in Reichmarks – BC indicates that the 

model is shown on p812. 
• M 780, Ballturm (BC). The height scales at 125cm. The 

balls are carried up in the centre of the model. Bulbs can be 
seen on the roundabout above. RM120. 

• M 813, Schleifenbahn. A Railway Layout with lamps 
around the top parts. A passenger train runs around a 

basically oval track which makes 2½ turns upwards around 
a six-sided structure at one end and 1½ downwards at the 

other. It is 80cm high and the base is 185*85cm. RM 75. 
• M 824, Große elektrische Lokomotive (HS) (below). 

270cm o/a so the Loco must be about 140cm long. It travels 
back & forth, and 6 lights are mentioned. RM 45. 

• M 830, Viaduktbahn mit 2 Brücken (below, right). A train 
layout with 2 bridges, 240*125cm, and 78cm high, with 12 

lights. RM 120. 
• M 848, Balkenschaukel (BC). 2 motor-driven see-saws 

with a ball running between each pair of dolls. 100*38cm 
and 60cm high, with 16 lights. RM 100. 

• M 850, Terrassenturm mit drehender Lichtspirale. A 
square section tower rising from a 2-level square base 

(populated by small people & vehicles). At the top of the 
tower is a motor-driven ‘rotating spiral of lights’ with 48 

lamps (as on M 853 on BC). 130cm high with base 
50*50cm. RM 45. 

• M 851, Schleifenbahn mit Autobahn. This is M 813 above 
but with a goods train, and with an oval of climbing & 

descending roadway around the outside of the railway 
track. 206*108cm and 80cm high. The road has a double 

line along its centre, and an ‘elektrischem Auto’ is shown on 
it – a ‘slot car’? RM 90. 

• M 853 B, Tunnelbahn mit automatischer Unterbrechung u. 
drehender Lichtspirale (BC). A splendid, slightly Emettish 

Loco with 2 Carriages, made of MÄRKLIN parts, runs 
around the track and starts & stops automatically. 112* 

100cm, 135cm high, with 72 lights. (NB. The light spiral was 
too faint to reproduce so I have replaced it by the almost 

identical one from M 850.) RM 90. 
 A similar model, M 853, is for use with a 0- or 1-gauge 

toy train. RM 66. 
• M 856, Schleifenbahn (BC). The track spirals upwards 

around the outside and then downwards inside. 150*115cm, 
110cm high, 32 flashing lights. RM 550. 

• M 857, Weltkugel. 3 circles of track, 84cm Ø, with a train 
running on each, around a sphere made from Strips, which 

sits on top of a pylon. 112cm high with 48 lights. RM 60. 

• M 860, Brückenlandschaft für Miniaturbahnen. A base-
board 223*102cm with ‘river’ across the middle and some 

small buildings on either bank. A raised oval of double track, 
with trains running in opposite directions, is supported by 

frameworks on the land and pillars for 2 long Bridges over 
the river, a girder bridge and an arched bridge. 58cm high 

with 48 lights. RM 450. 
• M 861, Lichtkugel. A 65cm Ø sphere of Strips with 128 

lights on it, revolving on top of a pylon. 140cm high. RM 200. 
• M 862, Drehender Leuchtring. 64 lights on a vertical 55cm 

Ø circle of Strips, which revolves on top of a pylon. 150cm 
high o/a. RM 180. 

• M 863 W, Windkraftwerk mit Wechsellicht. A pyramid 
shaped pylon, 55cm square base, with a vertical cylinder 

made of Strips above it, and a 4-bladed, 122cm Ø, rotor at 
the top, turning in a vertical plane. 144 lights are in a double 

row along each blade and in a circle around the hub. The 
overall height is 210cm. RM 350. 

• M 865, Weltkugel mit Zeppelin (above.) The Zeps turn with  
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7. The  sizes  given  in  15/420  for  ASSEMBLO &  STANLO
basic square Plates seem to be wrong. In fact on measuring
some parts known to be genuine the two are very nearly the
same size. The distances A, B, C, D (Rod centres, free edges,
tab width, large gap) in the diagram below are 72, 66¾, 7¼,
13½mm  for  ASSEMBLO,  &
72½,  67,  7½,  13mm  for
STANLO.  All  the  ASS  parts
seen  have  (like  SLO,  see
16/444)  a  split  tab  on  each
side  to  grip  the  Rod.  The
cutout  in  the  large  rectang-
ular  part  (#17  for  both)  is
52¾*16½-17mm for  ASS & 52½*16¼-16½  for  SLO.  In  the
parts  to hand the corners  of  the centre  cutouts  in  the ASS
Plates are not square as shown in MCS, but angled, like SLO.

Details of some of the ASSEMBLO Wheels can also now
be given. All seen are zinc die castings with the name around
the  centre.  The Loose Pulley #200 is  24½mm o.d & about
4¾mm wide. The Flanged Wheel #201 is 28mm o.d., with the
tread  tapering  to  21mm  Ø.  The  Road  Wheel  #204  has  a
41mm Ø hub,  with  a  tapering central  boss in  the recessed
back face.  Two types of tyre are known, both 62mm Ø o.d.
One is hard black rubber with tread around the flat top as in
MCS; the other is a slightly soft dark grey rubber with no tread
and a near circular section, a fat rubber ring in fact.  Neither
have the name on the sidewall as in MCS.

The dimensions A-D for DINKY BUILDER are 63, 58¾,
6½,  11½mm,  for  both  pre  &  postwar  parts.  The  prewar
ones do not have the split tabs, but grip is provided by Spilt
Rods (made from semi-circular section rod doubled over &
bowed out, as right). D B Road Wheels are 39½mm o.d. &
are  made  from  2  pieces  like  the  MECCANO  part,  but
instead of a boss a rubber insert is trapped between them
& grips the axle. On mine the metal wheel actually rotates
around the rubber  insert  but  whether  this was intended I
don’t know. Probably the rubber has shrunk with time.

Does anyone have details of the ASSEMBLO-like parts
from the Italian FALCO system (see 26/758)?        [30/877]

ASSEMBLO: S1, STANLO: S1 DINKY BUILDER: S1  

8. Paul  Goodman  wrote  that  Märklin  have  commissioned
Metallus  to  produce  a  special  edition  MÄRKLIN METALL
Excavator Set. It  will  cost  €750 & will  be sold  in Germany
from  May/June  this
year, to celebrate ‘90
years  of  metal  con-
struction  systems’.
[Presumably  the  90
years  since  the  firm
started  to  make
MECCANO  under
licence.  Right,  a
rather  fuzzy  photo
from the Märklin web
site. A letter in the latest CQ says that the N&B will be M4, and
that orders must be placed by 30th May.]

MÄRKLIN:  S1        [30/877]

9. On  Pocket  ERECTOR sets,  Tim Edwards wrote that  he
has one with a box like the top (‘Gilbert’) one in OSN 13/342.
Its model leaflet  is copyright 1975, and the set contents are

the same as those of the ‘Gabriel’ set  except that  the 3*9h
Plates are made of blue plastic.  Also on rereading OSN 13,
the date in the first line should have been ‘Early in the 1980s’

ERECTOR [4a]: S1 .      [30/877]

10. David Hobson sent a French ad for ERECTOR, said to be
from 1925.  The outfits  listed  are  3  JOUETS A ROUE sets
(Gilbert  Wheel  Toy, see  8/198)  at  Frs.  49,80,125,  to  make
8,12,21 different toys;  7 Erector sets at Frs. 12,24,30,49,70,
125,175, with an electric motor in the last 3; and 4 Electrical
sets at Frs. 20,45,65,80. A photo of each type is given and the
old, wide Girders are shown in the Erector one. There are also
photos of a Tele [Morse] Set, a Phono Set, a Chemistry Outfit,
an Air-Kraft Set, & a Wireless Outfit. Those are the names on
the lids, all in English, and the rest of the wording that can be
seen in the photos is in English too.  The address given for
‘vente  en gros’ (wholesale  sales)  is  24,  rue  de  Liége  (sic),
Paris.

ERECTOR [2b]: S1 .      [30/877]
WEB SITES       [30/877]
• http://edwards.web.users.btopenworld.com/meccano.htm 
Tim Edwards has added full details of his MCS MECCANO CD.
• Stokys are now at www.Stokys.ch. Sets & packs of parts can be
ordered from the site. 

QUERIES       [30/877]
Query 29  On the colour of  STABIL Cord,  Werner  Sticht  wrote
‘that blue/white Cord (two coloured strands twisted together) was
used in the 1950s & 60s – ‘I remember it very well from my first
STABIL set that I got in 1957. Plain white Cord was used in sets
from the 20s and 30s.’ 

SMALL ADS       [30/877]
Want  ed    OTHER SYSTEMS INSTRUCTION MANUALS, or good
photocopies -  either  • to buy;  • or  exchange photocopies (EZY-
BILT, BUZ (inc NZ),  & BETTAFIT manuals available, also some
STEEL TEC, MEK-STRUCT, & CONSTRUCTION); • or exchange
original EZY-BILT 1-5 & 6-8 manuals for other original manuals.
Please send details & prices to Mr Vern Ellis, P.O. Box 3277, Alice
Springs,  Northern  Territory,  Australia  0871.  Tel:  0889538282.
Email:  vern.ellis@switch.com.au.  Also  to  swop:  a  2  model
CONSTRUCTION 663 set. 

For  Sale  KLIPTIKO  No.  6 in  original  wooden  box,  nearly
complete. The box veneer is a little chipped, but the label, which is
inside  the  lid,  is  perfect.  It  portrays  a  small  boy  playing  with
Kliptiko,  dressed  in  a  green  woollen  jumper, knee-length  grey
socks, and short grey trousers. Most parts have a bit of rust. No
manual. About £80. Please contact Mrs. C. E. Hutchinson: email:
paradise1000@skegness60.fsnet.co.uk,  or  at  13  Holme  House
Road, Cornholme, Todmorden, OL14 8LD. 

For Sale  ERECTOR parts & metal set boxes. Details from Ivor
Ellard, 44 Well Lane, Galleywood, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 8QZ.
Tel: 01245 269830. Email: ellard@nildram.co.uk. 

For Sale    CD VERSION of MCS - MECCANO VOLUME
Price including postage for the CD: UK - £5.50; Europe - £6.00 (10
Euros);  Rest  of  World  -  £6.50 (US$15,  Aus$20).  Send cash in
UK£, Euros, US/Aus$, or UK£ cheques drawn on a UK bank, to
Mr.  T  Edwards,  5  Burnside  Road,  Largs,  Ayrshire,  KA30  9BX,
Scotland,  Great  Britain.  Email  -  timothy.edwards1@btinternet.
com. Please see the ad in 28/847 for details of the CD, or visit
http://edwards.web.users.btopenworld.com/meccano.htm.
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& the benefit of this in allowing use anywhere, without fear of
damage, was pointed out in both the FOR & NGN instructions.

On the end dates, nothing is known of NGN after WW2 but
David found FOR listed in a 1954 & 1955 dealer’s catalogue,
but not in the 1959 edition. He also mentioned that catalogue
pages showing FOR, from 1931 to 1951, are in a book called
Le Jouet de Paris JEP 1902-1968.

FORGEACIER: S1;   N-G-NEERO: S1     [31/908-9]

5. Don  Redmond  commented  that  the  number  of
KONSTRUKTOR systems, 18 at present, makes it difficult to
identify  any  particular  one,  and  that  wherever  possible  the
‘official’ name should include any qualifying name on the box,
transliterated of course. I’d rather given up doing this because
sometimes the name on the set isn’t the same as the one on
the manual, sometimes the names on sets in the same range
differ,  and  sometimes  the  names  have  stylised  or  cursive
letters which makes transliteration difficult or even impossible.
However  I  can  see  that  for  anyone  prepared  to  do  the
necessary  transliteration,  the  extra  name  would  help  in  the
critical case of having a set or manual and wanting to identify
which KONSTRUKTOR it  is  in the OSN Index or Database.
The transliteration table that I use for normal characters was
given in 4/75,  and below (thanks to Michael  Denny) one for

their  cursive form. In the end though I suspect  that the real
answer would be an illustrated index with small photos of the
logo, lid(s), manual cover(s), etc for each system. Comments
on all this would be welcome. 

Cyrillic Names .      [31/909]

6. Don  also  sent  some  details  of  John  Wapshott’s  LIL’N-
GINEER set (see 27/782), or rather a set of parts in a choco-
late box, with the name from the original lid pasted on to its lid.

The form of this name, left,
differs from the one in OSN
27 (even though there may
originally  been  another

word after CONSTRUCTION). There was no model sheet with the
set  but  6  cards,  5*5cm,
with  a  model  on  each.
The model on the one left
isn’t  included in the OSN
27  model  sheet;  the
others  are  but  the
drawings  differ  a  little  in
each  case.  Some  of  the
parts  are  not  quite  the
same  either,  notably  the
dimensions of the wheels:
Don gave the o.d. of their
Tires as 27, 30, & 33mm,
but  it  isn’t  sure  which  of
them are original.

LIL’N-GINEER:  S1        [31/909]

7. News from Paul Goodman that deliveries of the MÄRKLIN
METALL Excavator Set were stopped until  a mistake in the
instructions was corrected – they were due to resume around
August/September. Paul  also sent  a better  photo and some
notes on the model. All the movements are hand operated by
Cranks on one side of the cab but there is probably enough
room inside to house Motors, etc. The tracks are based on the
MetallusTrack Set with nearly 1600 parts. Looking at the photo
there are probably special Plates used in the cab & bucket.

MÄRKLIN: S2        [31/909]

8. Paul also recently visited the AUTOMAT factory and kindly
sent me a current catalogue.  It  is  identical  to the 1993 one
described in OSN 21 but there may have been some small
changes in the contents of the current sets. With it a leaflet
showing 5 Junior Gear Kits not known before. They are #1-5,
called  Gear Drives;  Traction  Drives  -  synchronous;  Traction
Drives -  asynchronous;  Gear  Drives with crossed Shafts;  &
Friction Wheel Drives. Each is packed in a plastic box & has a
selection  of  Gears  &  parts  to  make  frameworks  for  them,
including a clear Plastic Plate unique to the Junior sets. The
ready-built COMPACT Gear Models are also mentioned, 50 of
them  though  the  firm’s  web  site,  www.compact-technik.de,
lists  76.  This  site  also  has  some  details  of  the  sets,  &
illustrations  of  the  parts.  A price  list  for  the  parts  can  be
downloaded & it  shows a few changes from the Catalogue,
with some additions and some deletions.

AUTOMAT: S1      [31/909]
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MÄRKLIN Excavator Set  Paul Goodman has kindly sent
some  details  of  the  MÄRKLIN  METALL  Seilbagger  mit
Tieflöffel (Cable Bucket Excavator) Set, see 31/909, & pages
from the manual  showing  the  set  contents  & photos  of  the
finished model.  Some of  the  latter  are shown opposite;  the
other side of the cab can be seen in 30/877, and the 11*17h
red Perforated Plate carries 7 crank handles to operate the
model’s movements. The Set, #10900, is packed in a wooden
case, 72*50*10½cm, with a lift off lid, and weighs some 30kg.
The parts, about 4850 in all, are in 2 layers with 3 inserts in
each – these are Metallus-style fibre blocks machined out to
take the parts, and they must be handled with care as they will
easily split under the weight of the parts.

The parts include around 130 Strips, 150 A/Gs, and 1100
N&B; but only 4 Pinions & 3 Gear Wheels. The Strips range in
length from 3-15h in steps of one hole, and 17-25h in 2 hole
increments; likewise the A/Gs but plus 3, 27, & 35h. The Bolts
are in 11 sizes from 5-45mm long. A number of the parts are
Metallus creations and a fair few seem to have been specially
made for this model. The latter include an 8t Ratchet Wheel &
Pawl  for  it,  7  Flexible  Plates  for  the  cab,  &  a  165mm  Ø
Perforated Plate with a centre boss and an outer ring of holes
very close to the edge, presumably for the slew bearing. Also
brass Distance Sleeves in 12 lengths from 3-35mm long with
an  o.d.  of  6  or  7mm,  but  some  of  them may  be  standard
METALLUS.  In  passing  according  to  their  web  site  the
METALLUS range now extends to 850 parts.

The manual has 56 A4 portrait pages in full colour with the
illustrated set contents on pp54-56. The instructions are in 6
main stages, starting with the tracks and ending with the rear
section of the main cab (quickly detachable to allow access to
the  ‘works’).  With  the  manual  a loose  A4 sheet  with half  a
page of corrections in German, English, French & Dutch. And
also in the Set, a copy of  the 1989, 12 page History of the
Märklin Metall System – it is in German and an account of it
was given in 4/50 & 5/98. The 6-figure PNs used for the parts
are not those of similar METALLUS parts, nor do they seem to match the 6-figure numbers used by Märklin from the late 1990s.

Snippet  –  'New'  System:  KNÖLL  Little
can  be  added  to  the  Ebay  pictures  of  this
(presumably) German set. There is nothing to
indicate the size of the parts but generally they
have a MÄRKLIN look to them. There seems
to be only a single Flanged Disc Pulley in the
box but two would be needed for the Tractor
on  the  inside  of  the  lid,  and  some  of  the
other models  there need more Strips  than
look  to  be present.  So was there  another
layer  of  parts  originally?  The box doesn't
really look deep enough for one.

One or two points about the parts.
The  turquoise  Strip  in  the  3rd row
down looks 3h long but has no centre
hole.  The  Curved  Slotted  Strip
doesn't look look long enough to be
the usual 5h length. The A/G has no
slotted holes; the type of hole in the
flanges of the Plates can't be seen
clearly.  The smaller  Pulleys  are  a
little  larger  than  the  usual  2h  Ø.
The 2 parts  near the Screwdriver
are Double Bent Strips.

    OSN 32/967        MÄRKLIN:  S3

    OSN 32/967 KNÖLL:  S1



EDITORIAL  Distribution of  OSN pages  by PDF seems to
have gone well with no problems reported, and I'm glad to say
that more then half OSN subscribers now use this method. So,
if you were/are in two minds about it, give it a try, you can
always revert to the printed version, and if you do your PDF
sub will credited to you.

Several PDF subscribers have asked why the first 2 pages,
1452-3,  of  OSN 48  appeared  last.  I  should  have  explained
earlier that they would not be sent until  the printed version
was finalised. This to allow the printed & PDF versions to be
the same, and to allow any late items to be included.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. MÄRKLIN's Early Days  Urs Flammer sent a copy of a
pink flyer that he found in a MÄRKLIN manual. Its date isn't
certain, the manual was dated 21.3 but the logo
on the flyer,  right, is thought not to have been
used until 1922. Urs' son Patrik kindly translated
the flyer for me. It is headed 'MÄRKLIN instead of
MECCANO'  and  starts  by  saying  that  the
construction  sets our  company is  currently  producing  under
the trade name MECCANO will  from now on be available as
Metallbaukasten MÄRKLIN, and that all parts in the MÄRKLIN
sets are compatible with Meccano parts and can be used in
combination. It goes on to say that MÄRKLIN sets will contain
a larger and better selection of parts and that is the reason for
the  change  of  name,  'to  distinguish  them  from  the  old
MECCANO sets'. Finally that Märklin vouches for the quality &
versatility  of  new sets  and  that  they  are  a  purely  German
product  with  all  the  parts  produced  by  'German  hands'  in
Märklin  factories.  And  that  all  aspects  of  the  product  are
Märklin's property and are covered by patents etc.

MÄRKLIN:  S4            [48/1452]

2. Snippet. 'New' System: LA MECCANICA APPLICATA.
The manual below, said to be from the 1930s, was offered on
Italian  Ebay.  As  can  be  seen  it  carries  a  logo,  'MOGO'.  I
suppose it is for Set 4-5, and the model looks to be made from
MECCANO-style parts.

LA MECCANICA APPLICATA:  S1            [48/1452]

3. Snippet.  Another  JR  ENGINEER  Set. Unlike  other
known  JR  sets  (see  43/1293  &  earlier)
this one is packed in a cannister (right),
9"  high  &  2½"  Ø.  The  different  parts
which were shown with it are as those in
the  Special  outfit  (described  in  33/976)
but  do  not  include the  C/W Motor,  the
Disc,  the  Wheel  Disc,  the  Perforated
Plate, the Crank Handle, the Collar, & the
13mm  Bolt. The  Flanged  Plate  is  not
painted.  One  other  part  looks  as  if  it
might be a small  gear wheel on a small
diameter  spindle:  it  could  be  part  of  a
C/W motor,  but it  doesn't  match any of
the parts in the Motor in the Special set
(see 33/976).

The quantities of the main parts shown
were 1 Flanged Plate, 6 each of 5 & 12h
Strips, 2 DAS, 2 Curved Strips, 4 at least
of the A/B, 1 at least of each of the other
3  types  of  Bracket,  4  Road  Wheels,  2
Axles, & a Screwdriver.

No manual was shown and the models
on the cannister are not in either of the
known manuals. The cannister itself was
probably used in some of the models because it was said that
6 spots on it were marked 'punch here', and it could be seen
that this had been done.

The maker of this set was Stratford Playthings Inc. and the
'indecipherable' name above 'Playthings Inc' of the front of the
Special  manual  (see  43/1293)  can  now  be  seen  to  be
'Stratford'.

JR ENGINEER:  S6            [48/1452]

4. AMI-LAC Update  The firm's website, www.lacgiocattoli.it,
now  shows  only  5  small  sets  with
none of the basic outfits which were
still on offer in 2007 (38/1151). The
largest  set  is  the  2000/1  with  219
parts to build any one of 5 vehicles,

see  25/727.
Of  the  other
sets,  three,
107-109, were
described  in
OSN  38,  and
the other, No.
106  with  127
parts,  is  for

another  of  the  models  that  can  be
made  from  the  2000/1  outfit,  the
Scooter above. All 4 sets are packed in
same type of plastic case shown right.

The same 3 models as in 2007 are
shown  as  Novitá  but  again  with  no
indication as to whether there are sets
for them.

AMI-LAC:  S4            [48/1452]
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Snippets. ZIG-ZAG.  All that was known in the 20/572 note
about this Swedish system was that there was a set AZ with TRIX-
style  parts,  and  a  wooden dealer's  cabinet.  Now more can  be
gleaned from Tradera photos of four AZ sets, two smaller
BZ sets, and a parts lot which are may be the contents of
an AZ outfit.

The packaging of the AZ sets is identical and one is shown right
with the parts in recesses in a wooden block. Non-TRIX-style
parts  are  the  Bush  Wheel,  bossed  Pulleys,  and  the  Crank
Handle. And they seem genuine because they can be seen in
the  other  sets  &  in  the  loose  parts.  The  box  was  said  to
measure 26*13.3cm and scaling from that gives a hole pitch
very near to TRIX's 7.8mm.

It is hard to be sure about the colour of  the parts. Most
could be 'nickel' with brass bosses, but the loose parts look dull
grey, like TRIX perhaps, except that the Brackets look shiny,
and the Pulleys are all brass (though they are nearly the same
diameter as the Wheel Disc and therefore suspect).

The parts that  can be seen in  the various photos are as
follows,  with  their  possible  quantities,  mainly  based  on  the
loose parts, in curly brackets. Strips, 17,13,9,5h {4 of each};
DAS {4}; A/B {4}; D/B {3}; Narrow 2h high D/B {1}; Wheel
Disc {4}; Bush Wheel {1}; bossed Pulley {2}; Washer, large
{2?4}; Washer, small; Screwed Rods, ≈2½ & 5½cm {2, 4?};
Rod ≈5½cm {2? if any}; Crank Handle ≈9cm o/a {1}; Hook
{1}; cheeseheaded Bolt; hex Nut; Span'driver {1}.

The Model Leaflet is one sheet folded to give 4 panels. The
front  is shown in Fig.1,  and 2 panels from the underside in
Fig.2. Text on the panel adjacent to the front says that all the
models in the leaflet can be made with the set, and to start
with the simpler ones, etc.

The BZ set has the same style of packaging as the AZ but
the box is  smaller,  22*9½cm,  with  only 9  recesses for  the
parts.  It  has  none of  the non-TRIX  parts,  but  all  the other
major parts can be seen except the 17h Strip and the Narrow
D/B. The front of the Model Leaflet is similar in style to the AZ
version; the models on it are a Bicycle and a 4-bladed Fan.

MÄRKLIN's Early Days  Following
the note about the change of name from
MECCANO to MÄRKLIN in 48/1452, Clive
Weston  kindly  sent  3  related  scans.
These also add to the general account of
the Meccano/Märklin story in 47/1447.

The first is a pink price list pasted into
the last, 1918, Meccano/Märklin manual.
It is for 'Metall-Baukasten MÄRKLIN' and
gives  prices  effective  from  1st August
1919.  It  lists  Sets  0-6  &  0A-5A  in
cardboard  boxes,  and  5H,  6H,  4AH,  &
5AH in wooden boxes. Also Sets 201 &
202 (Spring Motors for  Sets 0-3 & 4-6
respectively);  300  (Lifting  Electro-
magnet);  301  (Electric  Motor);  302
(Magnet, Motor, & Light); 301A a linking
set; 401 & 402 (Steam Engines, small &
large). The 300 series were all described
as high voltage. 

Next  the  newspaper  ad  right,  from
Nov. 1919. It features the 'Märklin boy'
with  a  large  Crane  which  was  in  the
early  (and  all  pre-WW2)  manuals.  It
included  many  of  the  new  MÄRKLIN
parts  which  had  been  introduced.
MECCANO is  still  mentioned,  though in
very  small  letters  under  MÄRKLIN
METALLBAUKASTEN, to  no  doubt  attract/

retain  the  interest  of  'Meccano  boys'.
The logo  is  probably  unusual  and isn't
listed on a Märklin enthusiast's website.

The third scan is of an inside cover of
the 1918 manual. Printed in a box on it
is an announcement which I translate as
saying  that  MECCANO  is  a  completely
German  product.  And  that  the  name
MECCANO, the design and manufacture
of the parts, and the presentation of the
sets  are  protected  from  imitation  by
patents & registered designs. No doubt
that  when  this  manual  first  appeared
towards  the  end  of  the  war  it  was
thought necessary to dispel any lingering
thoughts that MECCANO was in any way
British.

Clive  added that  Meccano  finally  re-
gained the use of their name in Germany
from a court judgement, Meccano Ltd. v.
Märklin Brothers & Co., Case No.341, at
the  Anglo-German  Mixed  Arbitral
Tribunal of 6th November 1928. Märklin
were found to be in breach of the treaty
of Versailles in not returning the use of
the  Trademark  to  Meccano.  Meccano
wasted little time in reopening a German
office,  but it had faded away again by
1933/1934.
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