






























































(see  17/464).  The  photos  of  sets  1-3  are  essentially  the
same as those in MCS; the No.5 has 3 layers of parts, two of
which look as if  they may be like those in the No.3.  Also
listed are the previously unrecorded linking sets 1A & 2A,
and the Catalogue Nos. for all these sets are 1, 1A, 2, 2A, 3,
& 5.

The  Catalogue  No.4  is  the  METALCRAFT set  (see
14/393), and No.6 is the  PIONEER set (17/466). So these
two sets were definitely from the VOGUE stable, and they
were on general sale, and not, at least at that point, special
sets  created  for  a  particular  customer.  Also  though  very
similar to one another, they existed at the same time. From
the Cat. Nos., METALCRAFT may have come first. As might
be expected the wholesale prices of the two sets were very
similar,  96/-  per  dozen  for  METALCRAFT,  &  100/-  for
PIONEER. Thus they fell between the No.1 set at 64/6 & the
No.2 at 136/-. Nos. 3 & 5 were 185/- & 257/-.

The Supplementary Spare Parts Sets 1-5 mentioned in
OSN 17 are listed; their contents are given and are as in
MCS.

The  maker  is  given  on  the  Catalogue  as  Cascelloid,
Abbey Lane, Leicester, Division of The British Xylonite Company
Limited. Their offices & showrooms were at 9 Conduit Steet,
Mayfair, London, W1, and 7 Pall Mall, Manchester 2.

METALCRAFT [2]: S1; PIONEER: S1; VOGUE: S1 [28/814]

9. From  Clive  Weston,  details  of  a  PRIMUS  Set  B,
apparently  unused,  the  first  ever  reported  sighting  (see
24/712). It is in a blue box, 9¾*7¼*¾", with the label below.
The  contents  are:
6,4,2 of 5,6,11h Strips;
2 each of 6*6h Plates,
Architraves,  158"  Wire
Stays,  &  Wood Slips;
5x 1" Loose Pulleys; a
3½" Axle with Tapped
Ends (#167); 12 A/Bs;
17 N&B. No sign of a
Tool of any sort. 

Most of the parts are held in slits in a red backing card,
but the A/Bs & N&B are within triangular partitions in two of
the box’s corners.

The model leaflet is the one described in OSN 24. Some
of the ‘B’ models in it would need parts not in the Set: a Fast
Pulley or Axle Stops to locate a Loose one; a Crank Handle;
and longer Bolts for the Loose Pulleys, if they were to run
freely.

With  the  Set  was  a  leaflet  listing  the  full  range  of
PRIMUS sets. The ‘C’ outfit is illustrated and its packaging is
in  the  same style  as  that  of  the  ‘B’.  The  extra  ‘C’  parts
appear to be in line with the details given in OSN 24 except
that  the  Set  has  4  Fast  1"  Pulleys  &  one Loose  one.  A
Screwdriver, a Crank Handle, & 2 Axles can also be seen.

The  Leaflet  is  undated  but  from  David  Hobson’s
PRIMUS book (see 20/583) it seems likely to be from 1923
or  1924,  and  the  ‘A’  set,  price  1/6,  may  have  been  the
unidentified outfit from 1923 mentioned on p25.

PRIMUS ENGINEERING: S1     [28/814]

10. From Don Redmond. STABIL Flanged Pulleys have two
different styles of boss (both on the inside of course). One is
the usual stubby cylindrical type with very small peening; the
other is thin, with a rounded edge to the free end, and held
in position in the disc by a crimped-on wire ring.

STABIL: S1     [28/814]

11. On ERECTOR Bolts, Don Redmond mentioned 3 types:
1) Gilbert MECCANO, with what he calls a ‘button’ head, 5.8
to 6.1mm Ø, the edge almost rounded in at the margin (like
antique shoe buttons). 2) Duplex standard or large headed,
7.5  to  7.8mm  Ø,  3mm  deep.  The  large  head,  needed
because of the ¼" holes in the Duplex parts, is prominently
round. 3) Medium headed, 6 to 6.9mm Ø, under 3mm deep,
with a rather wide slot, apparently forged rather than sawcut
as the sides of the slot may slope.

ERECTOR: S1     [28/814]

QUERIES     [28/814]

Query 28  from 27/803. Some STRUCTO parts are now to
hand and the groove in the Axles is vee shaped, with the
apex  angle rather  greater  than  90°.  The depth is  hard  to
measure accurately and varies a little from part to part but is
probably between .5 & .7mm. The Crank Handle & Crank-
shaft are also grooved.

Query 29  What colour (or colours) is STABIL Cord?

MYSTERY PARTS      [28/814]

No.51  from  Don  Redmond.  A  19h  A/G,  with  a  15mm
slotted arm, the other 12½mm, & the hole pitch is 12.7mm.
The metal  is  only  .55mm thick  and it  has a  very marked
curve, perhaps 2mm radius, at the bend., It is painted, rather
badly, bright green.

No.52  More  from  Don.  Parts  similar  to  JUNIOR
MECHANIC (see 12/327) but both sides of the Wheels are
nicely enamelled red, and both sides of the Flanged Plates
are also painted. The ends of the Strips & A/Bs are rounded.

SMALL ADS     [28/814]

For Sale. Large collections of  TRIX & FISCHER TECHNIC.
Details  from  Ivor  Ellard,  44  Well  Lane,  Galleywood,
Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 8QZ; phone 01245 269830; email
ellard@nildram.co.uk.

Wanted.  Any metal  nut  &  bolted  together  constructional
car or other vehicle kits, or any parts identified or not, ie
wheels,  axles,  chassis,  steering  gear,  mudguards,  wings,
clockwork  motors,  etc.  Anything  &  everything  in  any
condition  considered.  Also  boxes,  instruction  manuals
(copies  if  you  don’t  want  to  part  with  originals),  or  any
information at all.

Please call Gary on 01635 200460 before 8pm or email
me at gary2car@aol.com.

OSN – Your Credit Balance

after OSN 27

after your remittance of

after this Issue

Please send at least £                   if
you wish to receive the next Issue.
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not original as Don’s & David’s are larger in diameter (to fit
the  metal  bosses)  and  with  a  flat  for  the  D  bores.  The
diameters found vary from 4.20 to 4.23mm, and the depth to
the flat from 3.69 to 3.74mm. In passing, the corresponding
figures from a handful  of Gabriel  ERECTOR Flatted Axles
are 4.03-4.06 & 3.38-3.63.

Other points on the parts. The Gear P-005 has an o.d. of
20mm,  and  combines  an  18t  contrate  with  a  13t  pinion
(15.0mm o.d.).  At  Mod.1,  the  teeth  are  fairly  coarse.  The
unusual Braced Girder S-012, (below) has, as might be 

expected,  its  length-
ways holes  at  28.0mm
pitch, and the 2 lines of

holes  at  14mm centres.  The plastic  Flexible  Plates  have
‘MADE  IN  JAPAN’,  moulded  into  them.  The  drum-shaped
Motor, E-002, has a red plastic case with the 2 parts of the
housing joined by the band in the middle; there are 2 screw
terminals on the back, and a black pinion pressed onto the
shaft.

Don  also  mentioned  a  yellow  plastic  case,  above,
about 28*18*5½cm, with a snap catch lid, and a BUILD-X

label  on it.  These boxes were used to house the parts in
both BUILD-X & DELTA-X sets, from at least #200 upwards.
Various labels have been seen, all in colour, some featuring
a model  from the  set  in  question,  and others  a selection
parts from the Set. Some labels have no Set No. on them
and  these  at  least  would  have  been  packed  inside  a
cardboard box. One such box for the B-400 set is shown in
the last column with its contents below it: a yellow case and
a  plastic  block  containing  the  E-002  Motor  &  E-001
Controller/Battery Box. The Motor appears to have a pulley
on its shaft, though a pinion is shown in the instructions for
the Crane. The blue plastic box on the left is M-002 for the
N&B, etc. The B-500 set contains 2 of the yellow boxes. All
the BUILD-X labels seen carry the Sears name.

BUILD-X: S1 & DELTA-X: S1  [29/845-6]

6. MERKUR sets  were offered in an ad last  Spring from
Merkur, P.O.Box 25, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13
1ZG, tel. 01664 485029.

MERKUR: S1     [29/846]

7. One of the ‘goodies’ on Werner’s web site (see Web Sites
below) is a full account of the  KNIRPS sets, adding to the
notes  in  11/272,  24/714,  &  25/743.  Some  of  the  details
follow. The No.1  was  launched  in  1932  to  compete  with
TRIX, and at the same price, .50 Mark, The contents were
quite similar too and, updating the estimates in OSN 11 &
25, comprised: 2,4,2,2 of 3,5,7,9h Strips; 2x 1*3*1 DAS; 4
Wheel  Discs;  3  Screwed  Rods;  8  Bolts  &  16  Nuts;  a
Span’driver, and a Crank Pin.

The parts were packed in an envelope and every part in
the Set was shown on the front of it. The envelope was in a
large box (like TRIX),  18*12*1.5cm, with a label  similar  to
the No.48 manual cover in OSN 25, but without the words
along the top, and with KNIRPS Nr.1 in the diamond bottom
right.

The Crank Pin (Kurbelbolzen), right, is 17mm
long,  and about 2mm diameter, to pass through
the small  holes in the Wheel  Disc.  The shoulder near the
end is like the ULOX part and would allow the Pin to be held
between 2 Wheel Discs, though its use isn’t made clear in
the KNIRPS model leaflet.

Some details of the latter were given in OSN 25 but all of
it is shown on the web site.

Another point of interest is the No.1a linking set. It was
also priced at .50 Mark to compete with TRIX and the No.2
cost 1 Mark. But the No.2 didn’t include all the parts in the
No.1, the Wheel Discs for example, and so buying a No.1 &
a  No.1a,  at  .50  Mark  each,  gave  appreciably  more  parts
than buying a No.2 at 1 Mark.

KNIRPS: S1     [29/846]

8. Good news from Werner  Sticht.  Urs Flammer has told
him that Stokys has new owners, Mr Herbert Schulthess &
Mr  Mauro  Matesco,  and  they  will  continue  to  produce
STOKYS parts  & sets.  The address of Stokys AG is  now
Wihelstrasse 9, Walchwil, Switzerland, CH 6318. 

STOKYS: S1     [29/846]

9.  Kendrick Bisset has discovered that the thread used in
U.S. produced MECCANO is the American 7-32 instead of
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the  Liverpool  5⁄32"  BSW.  In  round  terms  7-32  is  4  thou
smaller  in  diameter  and  despite  the  difference  in  thread
angle between the two (see 7/160), 7-32 Bolts & Screws can
be used in BSW tapped parts, bosses for instance. They are
a little loose but tighten satisfactorily. This means that 7-32
Bolts/Screws would fit bossed parts imported from England.

It  is  believed  that  7-32  was the  thread in  all  the U.S.
produced  parts,  that  is  from  1922  onwards,  but  it  also
seems likely that 7-32 Bolts & Screws were used from as
early as 1916. This could possibly have been to circumvent
wartime shortages. It is also possible that certain parts were
made in America before 1922 and used 7-32. An example is
the 56t Gear with the square centre hole & zinc boss (see
Mystery Part No.45, in 27/795).

7-32  was  used  in  the  1929  Gilbert  ‘double-digit’
MECCANO  sets  (see  27/788)  but  from  1930  onwards
ERECTOR threads were used, 8-32 N&B, and 6-32 tapped
bosses.

U.S. MECCANO: S1  [29/846-7]

10.  On the  No.0 KWIK BUILDER set in the 1st column of
28/827,  Harry  Marïen  has  succumbed  to  temptation  and
opened the envelope with the parts in it. The contents are
2,6,2,2,2,2  of  7,6,5,4,3,2h  Strips;  4  each  of  1*3  &  1*4h
‘Plates’;  6 A/Bs; 10 N&B; and a Spanner (as in the No.1).
The 3-7h  Strips  are  green,  the  Plates  red,  and  the  other
parts are bright looking. The contents are as in the photo in
the Set’s manual (described in 10/262) except that the 1*4h
Plates replace the 1*5h, and the 4 Washers, & 5 of the 15
N&B, shown in the Manual are lacking. (The set contents of
No.0 given in OSN 10 was incorrect, it is now apparent that
the DAS and the ‘small Plates’ are actually 4 each of 1*3 &
1*5h ‘Plates’.)

KWIK BUILDER: S2     [29/847]

11.  Some  more  information  on  an  MKA No.II  set,  from
Jacques Pitrat, see 28/830. The colour of the manual (with a
'2') is cream rather than light yellow and it has 8 pages, plus
the covers. There are 8 models, one on each page, from a
‘Schiebekarre’ (Luggage Barrow) to a ‘Dekopiersäge’ (Saw-
ing Machine). There is only one Flanged Sector Plate in the
set, and only one is used in the manual models. There are
two 27mm Pulleys, without Tyres, and Tyres appear in the
manual, as in the Set, only on the 36mm Pulleys. There are
no backing cards in  the set,  and  it  is  not  sure that  there
were ever such cards. The aluminium clips are used to hold
the Strips of the same size together.

M K A: S4     [29/847]

WEB SITES     [29/847]

• http://home.t-online.de/home/HGFinke/metall/engl.html
(from Thomas Morzinck).  A German  MÄRKLIN enthusiast
shows pictures and gives some details of  his models and
mechanisms. In English.
• Werner  Sticht  has  revised  his  STABIL  web  site,
www.stabilbaukasten.de.vu.  Many  new  items  have  been
added,  others  have  been  expanded,  and  there  are
additional  interesting  photos.  The  new  material  includes
more on the history & parts;  on the motors;  the Inventors
Sets; the Kanonen Sets; the Railway Wagon Sets; the small
Sets  46,  48,  48M;  the  Knirps  Sets;  and  the  years  up  to
1920.
•  www.Merkurtoys.cz (from Orion DreamDancer).  There is
an English version of this MERKUR site, and now included
are new or revised manuals for sets 012, 014, 019, M4, &
M6. All manual pages can be viewed/printed.
• www.bral.biz  The new BRAL site. It is in Italian but is easy
to navigate. More details elsewhere in this Issue.

QUERIES     [29/847]

Query 29  On the  colour  of  STABIL Cord,  Werner  Sticht
wrote ‘that  blue/white  Cord  (two coloured  strands  twisted

together) was used in the 1950s & 60s – I remember it very
well from my first STABIL set that I got in 1957. Plain white
Cord was used in sets from the 20s and 30s.’

SMALL ADS     [29/847]

Wanted.  Any metal  nut  & bolted together  constructional
car  or  vehicle  kits,  or  any  parts,  boxes,  manuals,
information (see 28/814). Also PRESTACON Tool/Kits. 

Please call Gary on 01635 200460 before 8pm or email
me at gary2car@aol.com.

MÄRKLIN 1089 Eiffel Tower set,  illustrated instructions
needed, or colour copy, or mono. Happy to pay for copying
or  full  value  if  original.  Graham Colover,  L’Escale,  Barnet
Lane,  Elstree,  Herts,  WD6  3QZ;  tel:  day  0207  6258899,
home 0208 9538143; fax: +44 (0)207 6258866.

For Sale    CD VERSION of MCS - MECCANO VOLUME
A completely  new edition  of  the  Meccano  Volume  of  the
MCS has  been produced  on CD in  .PDF format  (Adobe/
Acrobat Reader is needed). It has been thoroughly revised
and updated to the present, with many colour images and
consists of over 1100 pages. The format is the same as the
normal MCS. The Adobe/Acrobat Reader will be included on
the CD (for Microsoft PCs), although it is also available as a
free  download  from  the  Adobe  website  for  virtually  all
operating systems. Price including postage for the CD will
be as follows:-UK - £5.50; Europe - £6.00 (10 Euros); Rest
of World - £6.50 (US$11). Send cash in UK£, US$ or Euros,
or UK£ cheques drawn on a UK bank to Mr. T Edwards, 5
Burnside Road, Largs, Ayrshire, KA30 9BX, Scotland, Great
Britain. Email  -  timothy.edwards1@btinternet.com. Website
– http://edwards.web.users.btopenworld.com/meccano.htm.

REVIEW:  CD of MCS MECCANO Volume      [29/847]
Some details of this new version of Frank Beadle’s original are
given in the ad above. For those unfamiliar with Frank’s tome it
covered  MECCANO  in  Argentina,  the  U.S.A,  Brazil,  the  UK,
France, Germany, Mexico, & Spain, with one or more sections
for each, some 400 pages in all.

What  Tim  has  done  is  to  scan  Frank’s  original  pages,
updating  them  where  possible,  and  then  add  all  the  fresh
material  he has  been able  to  obtain,  in  colour  where  appro-
priate. There is quite a lot of it  actually,  with over 1100 pages
now, a labour of love indeed. The format is unchanged and also
the countries covered, but apart from Brazil & Germany, there
are significant additions to all the countries, and huge ones for
the  U.S.A.,  the  UK,  France,  &  Spain.  In  each  of  these  the
standard &  special/theme sets  are  all  included with  separate
sections for each identifiable period.

This is an invaluable work of reference for all  enthusiasts,
and would be a ‘good read’ for anyone even remotely interested
in the MECCANO story. Quite apart from the new material it is
very convenient to have so much detail  of MECCANO in one
place. I’m not going to attempt to summarise the additions but I
would  like  to  mention  that  in  the  French  section  Tim  has
included all  the sets produced since Liverpool closed. It’s  the
first time this has been done as far as I know, and it was well
worth doing now, before the details get muddled with time.

To allow quick access to any section a series of ‘bookmarks’
can  sit  permanently  on  the  left  of  the  screen,  one  for  each
country. Clicking on one of them gives a dropdown menu with a
list of all the sections for that country, and then clicking a section
takes one to the first page of it. It’s very convenient to use but
once in a section the only way to get to a particular page is by
clicking through the preceding pages.  This doesn’t  take long,
even on my ageing machine, but can be a bit tiresome if one
wants to cross-refer between 2 or more pages several times. 

Of course if much use is to be made of a particular section it
doesn’t take long to print off the pages. Provision is made for
double-side  printing  if  required  with  a  binding  margin  on  the
inner edge of the pages.

Tim has included a slip  with  the CD asking to be told  of
errors, & information to fill remaining gaps. More on MECCANO
in Germany & Argentina would be particularly welcome.

         OSN 29/847
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EDITORIAL  First, please note my new email address above.
The OSN web site has changed too – it is now www.osnl.co.uk
& includes all the colour illustrations from the B&W issues. (If
you find that sometimes a picture does not load, ‘refreshing’
the page always seems to do the trick.) The old site will con-
tinue for a week or two but it will not be possible to update it.

The STRUCTO article in this issue turned out to be longer
than I’d anticipated, and as a result several pieces have had
to be held over until OSN 31. Apologies to contributors thus
affected, but it’s encouraging to me that after over 900 pages
of Other Systems material there is still plenty in the pipeline.
This happy state is of course mainly due to all who have sent
items, large & small,  so let  me take this opportunity to say
thank you to everyone, and to hope that you will  be able to
keep up the good work.

On  the  newsletter  format,  a  few  of  the  readers  who
responded favoured the same margins on all pages, but many
more wanted to keep the present arrangement. So be it, and
in fact the question may not be an issue in future because I’ve
found,  in  printing this  issue, that  the paper I  use has been
improved, and will now print satisfactorily on both sides. I’ve
tried doing some sample double-sided pages and all  seems
well, so the next issue may be double-sided – ‘may’ because
unforeseen problems  are  always  possible.  In  any  case  the
pages will  still  be loose  sheets  I’m afraid.  I  shall  also print
single-sided  pages  for  my  own  use  (to  file  with  my  MCS
sheets) and I can easily print more that way if anyone prefers
them like that – but if so please let me know by mid-August for
the next issue.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.
1. Don  Redmond  wrote  of  some  of  his  13mm  pitch
MERCATOR parts,  see  29/848.  • The  boss  of  the  18mm
Pulley is d/t M3.5 or similar (but the pitch is not .6mm). 
• Peening is smooth & round with no indents.  • The  Gears
have 13 & 39 teeth as listed; the Gear Wheel is 1½" Ø & the
face width of the Pinion is 10mm. • The 6*6h 4-flanged Plate
#95 is red.  • The  Boiler #142 is green and is rolled from a
heavy 8*8h plate; the Boiler End has a 7mm wide flange and
an internal boss ie when the part is fitted on the Boiler body it
is on the inside.  • Other parts include 5, 6, & 7h  A/Gs, and
1*4*1h DAS. 

MERCATOR: S6     [30/876A]

2. News of two hitherto unknown Canadian  CONSTRUCTO
sets  (basically  MERKUR  parts  repackaged  by  Paramount
Industries,  see  20/565)  from  Don  Redmond.  The  first  is
Starter Set No.0, a single card with a photo of a boy pointing
to 2 small models in the top block, and the parts underneath it
held by an adhered plastic sheet. 9 models are shown in B&W
on the reverse together with the Paramount address and ‘To
create  more  advanced  projects…Ask  for  Constructo  Sets
Nos.1,2,3,4,5,6,V-8,V-12’. The main parts are Strips up to 10h,
a 5*5h Flanged Plate, 2 Flat Trunnions, & 2x 2h Ø Pulleys.

The second item is a Motor Kit with similar packaging but
the  boy  is  looking  at  a  Lorry  &  Gantry  Crane  (see  MCS
MERKUR (D) 5). The centre piece is a ‘jet motor’, the small
MERKUR motor/gearbox/driving  axle  unit.  Its  base  is  sheet
metal  50*26mm  with  bent-up  sides,  and  the  motor,  25mm

long, flatted top & bottom, drives 3 stages of reduction starting
with the 10t motor pinion. The final shaft is a standard 85mm
Axle which carries the Road Wheels in some models. Some of
the parts are missing but 2x 3cm Gears, a Pinion, and a large
& a small green Pulley remain. There is also a space that may
have housed a Worm.  On the reverse are 2 bilingual  para-
graphs about ‘The Constructo JET electric motor’, and a list of
the sets 1-V.12 again.

CONSTRUCTO [1]: S1      [30/876A]

3. The use of 7-32 N&B by Meccano in America in the 1920s
was noted in 29/846 and now Kendrick Bisset has identified
the  new MECCANO thread (in a  new Erector Ferris Wheel
set packed in a tin box) as the very same 7-32.

MECCANO: S1      [30/876A]

4 From Kendrick Bisset. ‘In Toronto Jim Bobyn showed me a
US MECCANO #6 outfit  circa 1920, and examination of  the
A/Bs indicated STRUCTO parts.  It later occurred to me that
Structo sold their  construction outfit  line to Meccano in, it  is
believed, December 1919. On checking my collection I found
an incomplete 1920 #5x outfit with all the 5 & 11h Strips, and
all the A/B, of STRUCTO pattern. The other Strips are normal
MECCANO. So it would appear that US Meccano used certain
STRUCTO parts in at least some of their sets circa 1920. All
those seen are tin plated.’ [When new would they would have
been shiny  and  a reasonable  match  for  the  nickel  used  by
Meccano at the time.]

U.S. MECCANO: S2      [30/876A]

5. From  Kendrick  Bisset.  ‘A  MASTER  BUILDER No.4  set
recently obtained, with not too many parts missing, has little
new to add to the information in OSN 16/450, except for the
Pinion & Sprocket Wheel. The Pinion is listed as 1/2", but it is
1/2" diameter at the root with a pitch diameter closer to 9/16".
It has 18 teeth and a 3/16" face. The Sprocket Wheel is listed
as 1", but is actually 3/4", with 12 teeth. All of the strips have
large  radius  ends.’  [Using  the  above  the  DP of  the  Pinion
would be 32.]

MASTER BUILDER: S2      [30/876A]

6. On  the  numbering  of  the  Gilbert  MECCANO sets,  see
p890, it was noted by Richard Symonds in 19/546 that the 110
& 115 sets became Nos.10 & 15 in 1932, and now Jacques
Pitrat  has  come  across  evidence  that  Gilbert  certainly
considered  selling  the  Iarger  sets  under  new  numbers.
Jacques  wrote  that  a  mint  1932  #15  Gilbert  Meccano  set,
including  Meccano  Briks,  was  for  sale  on  eBay  and  in  the
description  of  the  set  there  was the  following  sentence:  ‘A
label  placed inside the cover of  the catalog notices that set
No.110  is  the  same  as  No.10;  set  No.115  as  No.15;  set
No.125 as No.25; set #150 as No.50.’ This does not of course
prove that such sets were ever actually sold.

Another point  of interest.  Among Kendrick  Bisset's  notes
about his c1933 No.10 on his web site (www.usmeccano.com)
is: There is a rubber stamped ‘10’ in the top right hand corner
of the lid.  On checking I found '10' on my box at  the same
place inside the lid, just in the corner.

GILBERT MECCANO: S1      [30/876A]
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A 1934 Gilbert   MECCANO   Wide Beam #10 Set  
             by Jacques Pitrat

The  set  is  packed  in  a  green  wooden  box
2211⁄16*10¾*5½".  It  is  exactly  the  size  of  the  1931
Erector Set A and is larger than the box for the 1930
#110 set, which was only 21½*8¼*4½".

The contents of the set are those of a 1930 #110
set,  plus  those  of  a  1934 Wide  Beam #5 Set  (see
12/318,319  &  19/546),  except that  some  parts,
common  to  both,  are  included  only  once,  mainly
Axles, Pulleys, & Gears. Snap Rivets and many N&B
are provided; there are no Meccano Briks.

There was a difficulty with the Motor in the Set, the
110v E2D (see 19/547), not the LV E2B in the 1930
#110. The E2D Motor can replace the E2B when both
are used with  their  side plates,  but,  contrary  to  the
E2B,  the  E2D  motor  cannot  be  used  without  side
plates. This is because the motor unit has no suitable
mounting  holes  to  allow it  to  be  bolted  to  a  Plate.
Several #110 Set models used the Motor without its
side plates.

As can be seen in  the photo right  the parts are
clipped to a red metal tray and to two cream backing
boards, one in the bottom of the box and one in a red
cardboard tray.

The  quality  of  the  parts  is  not  very  good,  for
instance, a Wide Beam DAS was not painted at all.
More seriously the distance between the 14th & 15th

rows of  the  33*11h  Flanged  Plate  (PN 52B)  is  not
12.7mm as usual, but 17mm.

The Manual is the one for the 1934 Wide Beam #5
Set, but with 8 pages added for the #10. These pages
are taken from the 13 pages of  #110 models in the
1930 Manual. Those missing are 3 pages describing
the  Dumping  &  the  Fire  Truck,  and  2  pages  with
models  using the  Motor. All  the  models  on these 5
pages  could  have been built  with  the #10 Set.  The
#110 Fire Truck is shown below.

There  are  some  changes  on  the  8  #10  pages
compared with their 1930 counterparts: 

• The first  ‘1’ of 110 has been erased so that  one
has: Models Built With the N°.  10 Meccano Outfit. 
• On the 2 pages with models using the Motor, the following
note has been added:  NOTE! SUBSTITUTE GEAR BOX N°.1
IN  GEAR  BOX  SECTION  FOR  THESE  VARIOUS  MOTOR
DRIVES.  For the  reasons  already  explained  this  would  not
always be easy to do when the E2D motor was used without
its flanges.
• On another page there were 2 models in 1930,  the Auto
Truck  with  Hauling  Device  &  the  Trolley  Car  Motorized.
Unfortunately, in  this  last  model  the  E2B  Motor  was  used
inside the car without its sides plates and there was no room
for a Motor with side plates. So in 1934 only the Truck was
kept and the Trolley Car was erased from the page.

There is not a single new model for the #10 Set, and no
model uses the standard and wide beam parts simultaneously.
It is a pity, since the #10 Set and, probably, the 1934 #15, are
the only MECCANO sets that ever contained a large supply of
the standard Strips  & Girders,  as well  as of the wide beam
parts.  Meccano UK advertised that standard parts were very
useful in making large MECCANO X models, and that X parts
could be used with advantage in standard MECCANO models
(although they did not give many examples of such models).
Here, one has a large Set which is merely a combination of
two Sets, each with its own models. It is not surprising that it
was not a commercial success.

     GILBERT MECCANO:  S1   OSN 30/890
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EDITORIAL  Apologies if this issue is a little later than usual
getting  to  you,  and for  any slippages  in  future  Newsletters
which may occur. My enthusiasm remains undimmed, but less
gets done each day as the years roll on, and I am finding some
difficulty in producing an issue every six months. No need to
make any decisions at the moment but perhaps one day it may
be  necessary  to  increase  the  interval  between  issues,  or
change  to  OSN  appearing  irregularly  as  each  issue  is
completed. I'll give details on the OSN web site if significant
delays in future issues are likely to occur.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. On TECO, see 34/1027, Jacques Pitrat has the No.lV Ebay
set and confirmed that it is very similar in content to a STABIL
Nr.51,  with  a  second  main  card  of  parts,  as  below  (sym-
metrical left & right). All the parts on it look like STABIL except
that the Pulleys have no face holes. There are 4 of each size of

Flexible Plastic  Plates on  the small  card.  The parts are  well
made except that the gold paint is flaking off the 14 & 28t
metal  Gears.  As  might be expected from a STABIL inspired
system  the  holes  are  4.2mm Ø at  12.5mm pitch,  and  the
thread is  5⁄32" BSW. The hex Nuts though are a little larger
than STABIL. No Trunnion of any sort was in the Set.

TECO:  S3     [35/1036]

2. Jacques  also  sent  a  reference  to  an  excellent  web  site
about  MIGNON:  www.mignonbaukasten.de/.  It has pictures
of all the sets, manual pages, leaflets, etc, as well as a history
of  the  system,  and  photos  of  many  attractive  non-manual
models. I hope to include a brief summary of the history at a
later date.

MIGNON:  S1     [35/1036]

3. Another  web  site  worth  mentioning,  www.merkur.co.uk.
The M8 set (see 21/613 & 27/790) is on sale there and full
details of the set are shown, with excellent photos of the trays
of  parts,  and  all  the  pages  of  the  manual  including  the
illustrated set contents.

MERKUR[1]:  S4     [35/1036]

4. Snippet. 'New' System: WIMA. Below the Ebay photos

of this small German system, said to be incomplete. I'm not
sure if the red mark on the boy's sleeve is a tear in the label or
a 'blot'. Most of the parts look conventional: 5 & 11h Strips,
DAS, Angle & Flat Brackets, a 5*11h Flgd Plate, 2h Ø Pulleys,
Axles, small hex Nuts, fillister Bolts, and a Spanner. There are
2 possible 'foreigners'. One, the two circular parts that look like
ballraces, even if the Wheels of the Crane on the lid do seem
to have some face holes. The other is the 'strip' whose end can
be seen poking out aslant from below the end of the top 11h
Strip in the photo. It looks to be flat on the bottom of the box
and if so its holes are much nearer the edge than in the other
Strips. Also 6 & 10h Strips can be seen on the lid but that may
be artistic licence.

WIMA:  S1     [35/1036]

5. Don Redmond wrote that he has seen MEKANIX sets (see
34/1009)  in Canada with the name DOLLARAMA (a chain of
'dollar  stores')  on them and a Montreal  postcode H4P 1M2.
Also China as the country of origin. The boxes are 16½*11½*
2½cm and the inside packaging is similar to that of the OSN
34 sets.

POLYLONG (MEKANIX):  S8     [35/1036]

6. Also  from  Don,  after  a  discussion  with  Kendrick  Bisset.
Tinplated Strips & Brackets,  instead of  nickel  parts,  may be
found in U.S. MECCANO sets prior to the Elizabeth Meccano
factory  opening (and making tinplated parts)  in  1922.  They

THIS NEWSLETTER IS SUPPLIED ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT IT IS
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would  have  come  from  the  stock  of  STRUCTO  parts  that
Meccano bought  in 1918 (when  Structo  ceased selling their
general purpose sets after Hornby's legal action against them.)

U.S. MECCANO:  S3     [35/1037]

7. 'New'  UK  System:  METAL  CONSTRUCTION  and
BUILDING  OUTFIT   Malcom  Hanson  showed  me  the  set
below some time ago but I lost track of the photo for a while.
The parts are aluminium and the holes are about MECCANO
size at ½" pitch. The 5*11h Flanged Plate has square corners

and  the  5*5h  Plate  is  fully  perforated.  The  black  part  is  a
Spandriver similar to VOGUE. The set bears no number but the
models  on  the lid  include parts  not  in  the Set:  the Curved
Strip, and the Trunnion in the Truck, can be seen clearly. The
red parts on the lid may I suppose indicate an earlier intention,
or hope for the future, or just be artistic licence. There was no
manual with the Set but the lid models are numbered, with the
highest, the Garden Seat, Model 23.

METAL CONSTRUCTION and BUILDING OUTFIT:  S1       [35/1037]

8. Snippet: METALTECHNIK  27/809 had photos of a No.4
METALTECNIK (no 'H'),  thought to be Hungarian,  and since
then a matching No.1 has been seen on Ebay. The No.2 set at
the head of the next column (with the 'H') is clearly from the
same stable and like both others has 'metalcar' on it, though
this time it is on the lid's apron. Also the red Battery Operated
flash is common to both the No.2 & 4 (the No.1 doesn't have
the Motor). Why the extra 'H'? A set for a different market?

But the red flash is in English in both cases. Referring back to
OSN 27, the Flanged Plate does have slotted holes, but the
hole pattern in the Triangular Plate (it probably has a flanged
base) still isn't clear. Also I think there was a colour cast on
the OSN 16 photos and the plastic tray was most likely white,
or nearly so.

METALTECHNIK:  S1     [35/1037]

9. Snippet: MEKO  This system is mentioned in  Baukästen
but all that is is said is that it is believed to be German, to date
from 1947, to have a box made of wood & cardboard, and to

have a manual in 3 languages. Now above, an Ebay photo of
most of a lid. The Crane on it is made mainly of Strips but the
base is a Flanged Plate with centre cutout and there looks to
be a Disc and perhaps another Plate at the top of the tower.

MEKO:  S1     [35/1037]
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The  Gilbert  MECCANO  1000-Series
Wide Beam Sets  These  notes  include  a
description of an apparently complete 1025 set
with Snap Rivets instead of N&B.

For anyone who hasn't met Snap
Rivets before please see Fig.1 right,
taken from the manual in Fig.10. The
Rivet has 3 prongs and is made of
springy  brass.  It  was  introduced  in
1934 and some were included in the
regular  Gilbert  MECCANO  outfits
through 1936 (Nos.1, 3, 5, 10, & 15). Also in the 1934 Little Jim sets
(1, 3, & 5). It was probably not considered a great success because
the only ERECTOR sets to include it were the 1935 Nos.3½-9½ (36 in
each),  and the 1935-37 Skyscraper outfits (240 to attach the card
Panels to frameworks of A/Gs).

The dates to be quoted are the copyright dates on the manuals
with the sets, and as will appear, the N&B in the 1933 outfits were
replaced by Snap Rivets in 1934.

Usually a set's number is  on the lid's  apron,  and on the model
leaflet, though in quite small  type for the later editions.  All  known
'manuals' are a single sheet folded to give 4 sides.

1933 SETS known (with N&B as fasteners)

No.1000  This Ebay set, the smallest seen, is shown in Figs.2-4,
and the date given for it  was 1933, possibly the year in which the
1000-Series sets were introduced. Screwed Rods as axles can be seen
in the models and these, with the N&B, and other small parts would
have been in a packet or envelope glued into the empty space at the
bottom of the insert. Most of the parts push into slits in it, but the
Strips  are held by the usual  Gilbert  'T'  Clips.  Instead of  the usual
green paint the Strips have a bright finish, probably nickel, as on the
A/Bs in all the known 1000-Series sets.

No.1025  An Ebay set, said to be from 1933, is in a larger box
than the No.1000. The lid is in the same style but the models are a
Sand  Yacht,  Telegraph  Pole,  Delivery  Wagon,  Railway  Footbridge,
Beam Engine & one other, possibly a Hoist. An open box is shown in
Fig.5 (courtesy Gaston Marette). A/Bs instead of ¾" Washers should
be in the slots below the printing top centre, with the latter in the
green packet. The Manual's front page layout is like the 1000's but
the 6 models on it are a little more ambitious; they include the Beam
Engine, Railway Footbridge, & ?Hoist on the lid. The back page is as
in MCS with 12 models followed by the 3 for Set 1050 shown in Fig.7.

No.1026  Details of this outfit were given in 24/706, and it seems
to have been the same as the 1025 but in cheaper packaging. The
parts are as in the 1025 except that the Wheel Discs are dark blue.
The manual had been changed by substituting '1026' for '1025' on it.

No.1050  The Model Leaflet in an Ebay set was said to be dated
1933. The lid is in the Fig.2 style – its 6 models are a Derrick Crane, a
Hammerhead Crane, a Windmill Pump, a Press or Stamping Machine,
plus the Shovel and Reaper below. The open box is shown in Fig.6.
The parts which don't push into the insert are held with U-clips, and
there were no doubt parts above and below the Flanged Plate held in
the same way. The Strips in the box look to be single parts but more
would certainly be needed for the 1050 models. The Model Leaflet has
the Fig.4 layout but with only 4 models on the front, the 3 in Fig.7
plus the Windmill top left on the insert.

      OSN 49/1487 GILBERT MECCANO:  S2
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1934 SETS known (with Snap Rivets & no N&B)

No.1025  This is the set that has been seen most frequently on
Ebay  and  an  example  to  hand  is  shown  in  Figs.8-10.  The  box
measures  25½*22*1½cm and the  main  parts  are  as  in  the 1026
except that it has no Screwed Rods and only 2 (instead of 4) 2¾"
Strips. As can be seen the lid differs from the 1933 version only in the
models shown, the centre illustration of the Rivet, and the note about
it by the boy's head. The DAS, Flanged Plate, & A/Bs push into slits in
the card insert, the other parts are held by Snap Rivets. The 12 Rivets
used for this are enough to make any of the Manual models.

The Manual  (Fig.10)  is  280*178mm and its 48 models  go from
Table on the first page to Parcel Truck on the last. Many of the 1025
models shown in  MCS were carried over but not some of the more
interesting ones, the Toy Horse (see 12/319) for example, and the
Jumping Jack puppet. In some cases this was because of the smaller
number of Strips in the Set, in others, as explained below, it would
have been the  difficulty  in  providing  adequate  bracing,  or  reliable
freedom of movement for pivoted parts. The virtues of the Snap Rivet
are explained on the front page, together with hints on using them. If
they became too  loose  it  was  suggested  that  a  knife  be used  to
spread the prongs. In the non-Wide Beam Gilbert MECCANO sets a
Rivet Extractor tool was included which could be used to do this. More
importantly it was used to remove the Rivets and in its absence they
were to be pushed out from the prong side using 'a screw driver, a
small piece of wood, or even the fingers' – with a tight Rivet the wood
worked  quite  well  though  some  force  was  needed,  a  screwdriver
tended to slip between two prongs, and all I achieved with my fingers
was to make dents in them. It was also said that if two parts were to
pivot the Rivet should only be pushed partially through the second
part.

In practice the Rivets hold the parts together quite well but a part
held by a single Rivet can be easily knocked out of position. Most of
the parts in the models were adequately braced, sometimes by cord in
suitable models. Using a Rivet to hold parts required to pivot,  and
especially  to  rotate,  was  less  satisfactory  –  wheels  usually  either
wobbled or jammed. 

Jacques Pitrat has an identical 1025 except that the Wheel Discs
are red; 4 other 1025's have been seen on Ebay, all identical save the
Wheel Discs with one blue and 3 red, and in one of the latter the red
parts look to be a much lighter shade.

There is no mention of a 1050 outfit in the Manual.
No.1050  A line drawing of this set taken from an advertisement

was shown in 19/546, and was said to have been listed from 1934 to
1936.  It  was  shown as  the smallest  of  the  then  range  of  Gilbert
MECCANO outfits, but the absence of the 1025 may have been due to
Gilbert's habit over the years of not including very small sets in his
main lists. The parts were attached, in the same way as in the 1025,
to an insert which was larger but in the same style. The main new
parts in the Set, as in the N&B version, were 5¼" Strips.

Snippet. 'New' System: MECCANO (for Dolls)
Thanks to  Urs  Flammer for  sending photos  of  the  set

right,  with  the  manual's  back  cover  inset  top  right.  He
spotted them on the German auction site Ricardo. The Set
No. on the lid is blurry but might be No.14! In one photo
the box was shown against a ruler and it was 4.5cm long.
Scaling  the  hole  pitch  from  this  gives  between  1½  &
1¾mm, appreciably different from the 1⁄12-scale often used

for dolls house accessories.
And if that pitch is about correct this outfit is not

one  of  the  1⁄12-scale  Black  Country  Miniatures  sets
mentioned in 21/619. The example described there differ-ed
too in having red & green Plates. In my files I  found the

photo left  of  a miniature set (set against an inch
ruler) and it may be from the Black Country range, but I can't be sure.

         GILBERT MECCANO:  S3     OSN 49/1488

    DOLLS' HOUSE SETS:  S1    OSN 49/1488
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EDITORIAL  This Issue has 28 pages instead of the usual 32.
This change will also apply to any future issues and, in the face
of  repeated  rises  in  postal  charges,  is  to  avoid  having  to
increase the subscription rates for the printed version of OSN.

For anyone who hasn't come across them there are now
two important sources of 'Other Systems' information. The first
is that all of Jean-Pierre Guibert's Encyclopédie (see 52/1580)
can  now  be  seen  at  http://www.mecca-clocks.fr/accueil_
autres_systemes_01.htm .Simply click  on the initial  letter  of
the  system  in  question.  Jean-Pierre's  'Database'  can  be
downloaded from one of the small  mauve panels below the
initial letters – it is labelled 'Index de tri des jeux fichiers Excel'.
The other mauve panels provide other useful information.

The  second source  is  an  extension  of  Timothy  Edwards
Meccano website to cover Other Systems. It contains all the
information  from  MCS  and  my  Database,  plus  scans  of
manuals, etc, and sometimes photos of sets. The scans can
be downloaded.  The address  is  https://meccanoindex.co.uk/
Other/index.php?id=1601635899# . Access to a system is via
its initial letter from the A-Z along the top. Other useful options
under 'Other' Systems Home include downloading all the MCS
pages, and a search facility of the Database for any combin-
ation of 12 parameters. Examples for 1, 2 & 3 parameters are
'Screw Thread'; 'Country' and 'System Type'; 'Material',  'Hole
Pitch' & 'Hole Diameter'.

Finally on a sad note, Jacques Pitrat died unexpectedly in
October 2019. Over the years he contributed many articles to
OSN, often with details of rare or unusual systems. His last
article will appear in the next Newsletter. For me Jacques was
the ideal correspondent,  always patient and helpful  with my
queries and questions. I'll miss you Jacques.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.
  

1.  FERMO.  A set of this German system from 1946-47 was
described in 27/784. Its 3 main parts were Triangular Plates,
the largest with a centre cutout the size of the smallest. The
Manual though showed the largest with no cutout, and also
the Pulley with boss was not illustrated (though it was listed as
PN 18). Now Angel Rodriguez Palacios has provided details of
his outfit  dated March 1946. It is without doubt earlier than
the OSN 27 set, its large Triangles have no cutout, it has no
Pulleys, and there is no mention of the Pulley in its manual.
Like the OSN 27 set it contained the 2 sizes of Disc that can be
used to make pulleys.
FERMO:  S4           [54/1644]

2. Gilbert's MECCANO Products.  Kendrick Bisset showed a
display of these recently and 24 photos of them can be seen at
http://www.nzmeccano.com/image-141249. After  the  photos
is a link to download notes on the various items. These include
details of the relationship between the 1928 'Hornby' sets and
the  1929  'Gilbert'  outfits,  as  well  as  notes  on  all  the  later
Gilbert ones, right through to the 1937-38 blue & gold sets.
Also covered are the Liverpool made sets sold by Gilbert in the
US, and oddball items such as Puzzles, a Foundry Set, and a
model Greenhouse.

Also included, BOLTLESS BUILDER, the set below, said to

be  from  1937.  Kendrick  wrote  that  it  may  have  been  a
prototype, though a few examples of  it  are known to exist.
Possibly  it  was  intended  to  replace  MECCANO MORECRAFT
when that system left the Gilbert camp. The connections of the
parts, using dimples and holes,  did not make a secure joint
and it is hard to imagine that BOLTLESS BUILDER would have
been especially successful.
GILBERT MECCANO: S4           BOLTLESS BUILDER: S1

[54/1644]             [54/1644]

3. TITAN Phases. Details of two phases were given in 26/761
& 45/1381. The first had parts with a dull grey metallic finish,
the second had nearly twice as many different types of part,
and they were painted, with black Strips, green A/Gs, and red
&  blue  Plates.  Now  Timothy  Edwards  has  pointed  out  that
there was also an in between phase similar to the first but with
painted parts.
TITAN:  S3           [54/1644]
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