










A MÉCANIC Manual  A general account, but mainly about the parts,
of  this  early 1920s, ½” pitch French system, was given in 12/314  &
21/603. Of the manuals all that was available were the few pages of an
early one which were used for the original MCS entry, and a few pages
from a later version which were the basis for the MCS Extra Pages. A
manual now to hand lies, chronologically, between these two. Each of
these three manual has models for all the five sets produced, A – E.

MÉCANIC followed ÉCÉPÉ and the early manual followed on from the
ÉCÉPÉ edition. An Ebay photo shows that the back cover of the early
manual still included references to ÉCÉPÉ and features the set illustrated
in 12/314, but with the MÉCANIC name under it, where 'ÉCÉPÉ' would
have been. (In passing this Ebay lot was a Set C with the Manual, and
also a leaflet which explained that production of ÉCÉPÉ had been halted
during  the war  and that  now it  was  to  resume under  the  MÉCANIC
name, with the promise of future 'extensions et perfectionements'.)

The later (third) manual has many more pages than the early one, 64
against 32, and many more models, 142 against 85. It also shows more
parts, though the contents of the sets remained unchanged.

The present manual is very similar to the later one with the same
number of pages, and the same number of pages for the models from
each set. One difference, probably the only significant one, is that the
Illustrated Parts does not include the 2 clockwork Motors shown in the
later edition. The Manual's 64 portrait format pages (including covers)
are 156*240mm, but the front cover, identical to the lid label in OSN 21
except that it doesn't have the red set letter panel in the top left corner,
is printed landscape. The back cover shows 9 of  the manual  models
printed in dark blue – it is similar to its later equivalent but that has one
more model, and the models are arranged around the panel in Fig.1.
(Not all of the small parts in it can be seen clearly and not all of the
large  parts  are  shown  –  of  the  latter  those  missing  are  the  5*11h
Perforated Plate, the Square Signal Disc, & the Semaphore Signal Arm.
The Arm and both types of Disc can be seen in Fig.2b.) The Illustrated
Parts are on pp3-6, and the Set Contents are on p60.

The other pages are given over to the models, as follows:
● Set A: 26 models from 1. Tableau noir (Blackboard) on p7 to 26. Scie
à métaux (Mechanical Hacksaw) on p14.
● Set B: 30 models from 27. Passage à niveau (Level Crossing) on p15
to 56. Traineau à glace (Sledge) on p24.
● Set  C:  38  models  from  Balançoire  (Child's  Swing)  on  p25 to  94.
Escarpolette (Swing) on p37.
● Set D: 21 models from 95. Maison (House) on p38 to 115. Indicateur
de directions (Train Destination Indicator) on p46.
● Set E: 23 models from 116. Presse  à friction (Friction Press, though
the action seems to be a driven vertical shaft) on p47, to 138. Potence à
signaux (Signal Gantry) on p59.
● Finally 4 models needing extra parts, from 139. Etabli (Work Bench)
on p61, to 142. Tour Eiffel on p62.

The models are sim- ilar in range & style to  those for
say, MECCANO at the same period, though few if any
are copies. The Sets through  'D'  are  quite  small
with  only 70 N&B in the largest, and perforce
the  models  are straightforward with cord
drives  as  the only  mechanical  feature.
Many are simple models of  machine tools
and there is only one  Aeroplane,  the

model on the cover, and only one motor vehicle, the Car in
Fig.3a. The inclusion of 2 Spoked Wheels in all the Sets, and
4  of  the  Architraves  (½ Frontons)  from  Set  B  onwards,
serve to improve the appearance of some of the models.
Both the Windmill (Fig.2a) and the Car are from Set D.

Set E has 120 N&B & 9 Gears, so the models can be a
little  more  ambitious.  They  include  a  Transporter  Bridge,
several motor vehicles, & the other models illustrated here.
The  Tour  Eiffel,  one  of  the  manual  models  which  needs
extra parts, looks the part and is well over 1m high. None of
the Vehicle have any form of steering. The many parts in
the system which were not included in the Sets would have
allowed much more advanced models, and I wonder if the
Model Leaflets mentioned in 12/315 included any such.

One line drawing & list of parts is provided for most of
the models, with an extra view for a few of the larger ones.
This is not adequate for the more complicated models – it is
not easy to work out how the Dredger in Fig.3c works, for
example. (All  the drawings here are at their  original  size,
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and all  of  the original  detail can be seen. The only explanatory note
given is about the ladders in the Fire Engine.)

Finally  one  point  about  the  parts:  a Windmill  Sail,  called Ailes  de
Moulin, but not illustrated, was mentioned in 12/314, but this is in fact

the Propeller (called just Aile). It is used in the Monoplane
on the cover and two are used as the sails in small Windmill
models – as in Fig.2a for example.
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