
































SNIPPETS:  MERKUR  Several out of the way sets are 
mentioned below, including one which might be a ‘new’ 

system. No dates can be given for any of them, indeed very 
few dates are known for sets before the 1990s. 

 Below a box lid, printed in what looks like a dull olive 
colour – MERKUR can be seen in the oval at the bottom of 

the frame at the top, and along the top the name 
METROPOL can easily be deduced, followed by ?EKTRUS. 

ELEKTRUS is a MERKUR name but there hardly seems 
room for the EL. METROPOL was an architectural system 

using Panels bolted to frames made from standard 
MERKUR parts. ELEKTRUS was an electrical set, probably 

before the later ELEKTRO outfits, but like them composed of 
a mix of standard & special parts. 

 The models to the right and in front of the boys are well 

known standard MERKUR, while those to the left might be 
METROPOL, though the skyscraper is a lot more ambitious 

than anything shown in MCS. 
 The outside of the box is probably black, with white 

inside, and there are 3 layers of parts, with card partitions in 
the bottom and the 2 trays. The parts that remain are the 

usual colours of green (a much lighter shade than usual) 
Pulleys, Bush Wheel, & Trunnions, orange-red Strips & 

A/Gs, and blue Flanged Plates. Short Strips & Brackets are 
black, the colour used before they were nickeled. No 

METROPOL Panels can be seen, and the only part that 
might be ‘electrical’ is a bulb in a holder. 

 Now the No.3 Set below, in a purple box with a label 

showing a green loco in front of a workshop. The parts are in 

a white foam tray, with green Pulleys, blue Flanged Plates, 

black Brackets, and brown, not orange Strips. Below the 
manual with the Set, orange printed in black, and the picture 

in the frame is the same as 
on the lid of the first Snippet 

above. Unfortunately the 
words at the top are not clear 

enough to say what they are. 
An open page shows models 

typical of those for a small 
MERKUR outfit. 

 Another set has the same label as the No.3 but on a red 
box; the set number can’t be seen but it is a bigger outfit. 

The box is white inside and has card partitions, so is 

probably earlier than the No.3. The colour scheme is the 
same, & 2 parts in very deep yellow, probably a Bush Wheel 

& a Contrate, are the shade of those with my own brown 
parts. The Manual, right, is 

different unless it is the title 
page rather than the cover. 

 The lid below is from a set 
for Denmark. It is blue with a 

light green panel model panel 
on the left, and at the top, INGENIØR-SÆT in red with 

MERKUR underneath in white. Under that is SUPPLERING+ 

SÆKE 5L (though the L may be another letter), so a set 

linking Set 5 & 6, called 5B in MCS, from the 1-7 series of 
sets (see 9/210). The logo top left is a stylised clockwork 

figure with trumpet & key - it seems famil-iar but I can’t place 
it. The letters under it are indecipherable. The bottom of the 

box is red, white inside with the expected moulded 
translucent tray for the parts. The major ones can be seen & 

correspond to the MCS 5B. The colours too are as expected, 
red-orange, green, blue, nickel, with the Gear Wheels a 

lightish yellow. The handle of the Screwdriver, #81, looks to 
be orange plastic though, rather than the wood in MCS. 

(According to MCS #81 is in the Set 6 but not 5B.) 

 The lid of the final set is olive or similar, with a label in 2 

shades of blue (above). The name & FHW at the bottom are 
orange, & it is those initials that are puzzling. On ebay it was 

said that the set was made by Metallwarenfabrik Fritz 
Hochstrate, & that it might be prewar. FHW could stand for 

Fritz Hochstrate Werke (factory) but Fritz Hochstrate, or any 
other FHW, is not known to have been associated with 

MERKUR, or any other system. The box, off-white inside 
with partitions edged in the olive, has a mixture of parts, with 

most looking like TRIX. But the others include a number of 
black Strips & Brackets which look slightly narrower than the 

hole pitch. A 7h Strip with slotted end holes can be seen 
clearly. Also in the box is a red 5h Ø Flanged Disc Pulley. 

The models at the sides of the label are not similar to any in 
the earliest MERKUR manuals to hand (from perhaps the 

1970s or even later) & are not in the style of any known 
illustrations. The parts in the box may not be original but 

even so is the set Czech MERKUR or another of that name? 
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not original as Don’s & David’s are larger in diameter (to fit
the  metal  bosses)  and  with  a  flat  for  the  D  bores.  The
diameters found vary from 4.20 to 4.23mm, and the depth to
the flat from 3.69 to 3.74mm. In passing, the corresponding
figures from a handful  of Gabriel  ERECTOR Flatted Axles
are 4.03-4.06 & 3.38-3.63.

Other points on the parts. The Gear P-005 has an o.d. of
20mm,  and  combines  an  18t  contrate  with  a  13t  pinion
(15.0mm o.d.).  At  Mod.1,  the  teeth  are  fairly  coarse.  The
unusual Braced Girder S-012, (below) has, as might be 

expected,  its  length-
ways holes  at  28.0mm
pitch, and the 2 lines of

holes  at  14mm centres.  The plastic  Flexible  Plates  have
‘MADE  IN  JAPAN’,  moulded  into  them.  The  drum-shaped
Motor, E-002, has a red plastic case with the 2 parts of the
housing joined by the band in the middle; there are 2 screw
terminals on the back, and a black pinion pressed onto the
shaft.

Don  also  mentioned  a  yellow  plastic  case,  above,
about 28*18*5½cm, with a snap catch lid, and a BUILD-X

label  on it.  These boxes were used to house the parts in
both BUILD-X & DELTA-X sets, from at least #200 upwards.
Various labels have been seen, all in colour, some featuring
a model  from the  set  in  question,  and others  a selection
parts from the Set. Some labels have no Set No. on them
and  these  at  least  would  have  been  packed  inside  a
cardboard box. One such box for the B-400 set is shown in
the last column with its contents below it: a yellow case and
a  plastic  block  containing  the  E-002  Motor  &  E-001
Controller/Battery Box. The Motor appears to have a pulley
on its shaft, though a pinion is shown in the instructions for
the Crane. The blue plastic box on the left is M-002 for the
N&B, etc. The B-500 set contains 2 of the yellow boxes. All
the BUILD-X labels seen carry the Sears name.

BUILD-X: S1 & DELTA-X: S1  [29/845-6]

6. MERKUR sets  were offered in an ad last  Spring from
Merkur, P.O.Box 25, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire, LE13
1ZG, tel. 01664 485029.

MERKUR: S1     [29/846]

7. One of the ‘goodies’ on Werner’s web site (see Web Sites
below) is a full account of the  KNIRPS sets, adding to the
notes  in  11/272,  24/714,  &  25/743.  Some  of  the  details
follow. The No.1  was  launched  in  1932  to  compete  with
TRIX, and at the same price, .50 Mark, The contents were
quite similar too and, updating the estimates in OSN 11 &
25, comprised: 2,4,2,2 of 3,5,7,9h Strips; 2x 1*3*1 DAS; 4
Wheel  Discs;  3  Screwed  Rods;  8  Bolts  &  16  Nuts;  a
Span’driver, and a Crank Pin.

The parts were packed in an envelope and every part in
the Set was shown on the front of it. The envelope was in a
large box (like TRIX),  18*12*1.5cm, with a label  similar  to
the No.48 manual cover in OSN 25, but without the words
along the top, and with KNIRPS Nr.1 in the diamond bottom
right.

The Crank Pin (Kurbelbolzen), right, is 17mm
long,  and about 2mm diameter, to pass through
the small  holes in the Wheel  Disc.  The shoulder near the
end is like the ULOX part and would allow the Pin to be held
between 2 Wheel Discs, though its use isn’t made clear in
the KNIRPS model leaflet.

Some details of the latter were given in OSN 25 but all of
it is shown on the web site.

Another point of interest is the No.1a linking set. It was
also priced at .50 Mark to compete with TRIX and the No.2
cost 1 Mark. But the No.2 didn’t include all the parts in the
No.1, the Wheel Discs for example, and so buying a No.1 &
a  No.1a,  at  .50  Mark  each,  gave  appreciably  more  parts
than buying a No.2 at 1 Mark.

KNIRPS: S1     [29/846]

8. Good news from Werner  Sticht.  Urs Flammer has told
him that Stokys has new owners, Mr Herbert Schulthess &
Mr  Mauro  Matesco,  and  they  will  continue  to  produce
STOKYS parts  & sets.  The address of Stokys AG is  now
Wihelstrasse 9, Walchwil, Switzerland, CH 6318. 

STOKYS: S1     [29/846]

9.  Kendrick Bisset has discovered that the thread used in
U.S. produced MECCANO is the American 7-32 instead of
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MERKUR  in  2005  These  notes  are  based  mainly  on
Merkur's  website,  www.merkurtoys.cz,  in  mid-2005,  but  with
additional material from Orion DreamDancer (thank you), and
Girders  &  Gears  at  www.girdersandgears.com.  The  Merkur
site  shows  the  lids  of  the  sets  but  photos  elsewhere  differ
slightly, perhaps  depending  on  the  market.  Also  shown  are
manual pages for many of the outfits, including the illustrated
parts with quantities in some cases (click on the Set, then on
Manual). For some sets though, not all the pages are shown.

Since  the  account  in  27/790  some  changes  have  been
made to the small sets with one new one and more parts in
the majority. Now all but the 03x series are said to be able to
build any 1 of 10 different models. All the larger set continue
unchanged but  4  new ones  have  been added:  John Deere
MO1, Classic CO1, Kitty Hawk, & Safari, in that order.

Two general comments on these four new sets. First, there
are no Plastic Plates in any of them; second, continuing what
seems to be Merkur policy, none contain a Motor – in fact the
only set ever to have had one is the M8. Since the MERKUR
range does included 2 Motor accessory sets, one might think
that they would be advertised in the manuals,  or at least  in
those  of  the larger  motorless sets,  and examples shown of
how some of the models in them could be motorised. But no,
as far  as I  know, this  is  not  the case.  One other  thought  -
several  constructional  stages  are  shown  for  many  of  the
models for these sets (and some at least for the smaller ones
too),  a better  system I think than the rather too mechanical
step-by-step instructions often provided these days.

The SMALL SETS  Their lids are more or less as before
but the model(s) on a few have been changed to reflect their
improved scope. The new one is 019 with 181 parts and it has
a  boy  & a  Windmill  on  the  lid,  though  the  other  3  models
shown on the web manual pages are Fairground Rides.

The  new parts  counts  for  Sets  010-018  &  030-033  are:
223,230 (no change),217,230,101,195,205,202,172, and 300,
222,300,143. Thus quite a large increase for a few sets, from
124 to 205 for 016 for example. The only decrease is for 031
but the original number, 285, is still on the web page box lid.
It's not entirely clear what the extra parts in some of the 03x
sets are used for but it is said that all the main models on the
lids can be made at the same time.

The NEW LARGE SETS  As might be expected the John
Deere (Item No,3338) is mainly about agricultural Tractors &
their implements, all in the correct colours, and with a little JD
logo  on  the  Plates  which  form  the  sides  of  the  engine
compartment.  The box is 360*270*55mm with  the lid below.
There are 2 layers  of parts  and apart  from Strips,  the main
ones are 9 Flat Girders, 17 Plates, 2,6,2 of 5,3,2h Ø Pulleys,
all with Tyres, and 200 N&B (plus 18 longer Bolts).

The manual has 16 pages including covers, and the front is
green & yellow with a small  Blacksmith and 3 Tractors; 2 of
them are fitted  with implements  which  are described  in  the
manual, the other has a blade at the front, and isn't,  unless
there are pages not shown on Merkur's website.

The  10  models,  unnamed,  are  on  pp4-15,  after  an
'educational value' Intro on p2 (=C2), and Basic Constructions
on p3 in 11 languages. 6 of the models are described in detail
and 5 of them comprise the one on the lid and variations of it –
no roof, wider bonnet, etc. All have centre-pivot steering, and
one is towing a 21h long, 4-wheel Trailer. The sixth model, on
pp13-14, is perhaps a type of harvester, a little longer than the
others, with no steering, but what might be a cutter bar at the
front and a side chute for delivery of the 'product'. p15 has 4
models with one photo & an explanatory detail for each. One
is a small  Blacksmith with a 2h Ø face, and the others are
'typical' Tractors but with implements attached. One is shown

above. The Illustrated Parts are on p16.
The Classic (Item 3345) has 2-layers in a blue box 360*

275*55mm. It is said to be in 1930s style though some of the
parts  are  more  recent  introductions.  The  lid  below has  the
Illustrated  Parts  with  quantities  on  its  inside.  Each  tray  is
partitioned into 3 areas: 2 with parts clipped down, the other
with 2 circular metal tins for N&B etc, with MERKUR CLASSIC
on the lids, & a lidded card box between them for small parts.

The 929 parts include 4 A/Gs, 7 Flat Girders, 32 Plates, 15
Pulleys including 2x 5h Ø, 4 Gears, & about 300 N&B. The
finish  looks  to  be  lacquered  steel,  with  some  parts  bright,
some a brownish colour, and some perhaps in between.

The  manual  has  20  pages  including  covers,  of  about
15*20cm. All except the covers are a light brown shade, with
the models shown as line drawings,  as in the Buggy on the
next page.  All  the pages  are  on the website.  The text is  in
Czech,  German  & English.  p2  has  a  flim-flam  Intro,  pp3-4
Basic  Constructions,  &  pp18-20  the  Illustrated  Parts  with
quantities. The first of the 41 models is SPADE on p5, and the
last,  on p17,  is  DOUBLEDECKERBUS, as on the lid.  Apart
from this last, the models, or at least most of them, are taken
from earlier manuals for the 1-7 sets, though some have been
changed a little. One of the exceptions is the Buggy in the next
column – it  has centre-pivot  steering  linking  to the steering
wheel by a 10h Strip bent into a 'Z' shape. Of the other models
34 are quite small, and the others are typically about the size
& complexity of the Band Saw in 9/211 (it is fitted with 5h Ø
Pulleys instead of the 7h).  The Bus has seats  on the lower
deck, opening driver's door & bonnet, & an imitation engine.
As on the Buggy the front wheels are on an Axle running in a
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centre-pivoted DAS but I can't see a steering wheel.
The Kitty Hawk outfit (Item No.3352) was advertised as a

celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Wright Brothers first
sustained  power  flight  near  Kitty  Hawk  in  Dec.  1903.  It  is
another 2-layer set, with 900 parts in a box 360*270*55mm.
The lid is shown below; inside the parts are in yellow formed
plastic trays & include over 160 Strips & DAS, 2 A/Gs, 4 Flat
Girders,  50  Plates,  about  90  Brackets,  &  250  N&B.  Strips,
A/Gs, & many of the Plates are a sand colour, with the shorter
Strips,  DAS,  &  most  Brackets  bright  plated,  probably  BZP.
Some Plates are blue & yellow, & the Pulleys are yellow.

The manual has 52 pages and the cover is similar to the lid
label  but  with an  ad  for  Czech Airlines  down the  righthand
side. Early manuals had only 48 pages with 96 models, but as
100 models were claimed, later ones had a loose folded sheet
in the centre to give 4 extra pages. All the models are aircraft
of one sort  or another and start  with 4 of the Wright's early
Gliders,  through their  Flyer 1 (as on the cover),  and then 4
other named early machines including the Blériot below. The

rest  of  the  models  are  unnamed  but  some  can  easily  be

identified  including  the  WW2  Lightning,
Concorde, the Space Shuttle, and various

Helicopters. Left, one of the
latter, an S-64 Flying Crane perhaps (x1⁄3).

    The  only  mechanical  details
that  I  can  see,  beyond  props  &
rotors  free  to  turn,  are  some
control  surfaces  in  the  early
machines  that  can  be moved by

hand,  and  the  Flyer  1  has  a  pulley
drive between the 2 propellers (but, wrongly, they both turn the
same way). The Blériot, and a few other models, have plating
and open framework more or less where they should be, but
most are partially  plated,  and to my eyes full  plating,  or no
plating, particularly of wings, would be more pleasing.

The  Safari set (No.3369) appeared in 2004 and has 765
parts in a 3-layer box, 365*270*72mm. The lid is shown below.
All the pages from the manual including the Illustrated Parts
with  quantities  are  on  the  Merkur  website.  The main  parts
include 10 A/Gs, 9 Flat  Girders,  58 Plates,  6x 3h Ø Pulleys
with Tyres,  & 210 N&B. Most of  the parts  are painted  light

brown but the short Strips, DAS, & Brackets are bright plated,
and some Plates are green or yellow.

The manual has 20 pages including covers, and the front is
very  similar  to  the  box  lid.  There  is  no  Intro,  the  Basic
Constructions are on C2, and the IIlustrated Parts on C4. The
other pages contain 50 unnamed models, from a small Rake
to a small Mechanical Shovel. The models fall into 3 sections.
The first has 18 small, elementary models on one page. The
second has 8 Vehicles of various types, the best of which are
perhaps the main model on the lid, and the Lorry below. The
other vehicles are not easy to name but no doubt this allows
them better to fit a youngster's dreams. Several of the models
are fitted with 'proper' steering but there are no other features
of note. The final section is 4 pages with, on 3 of them, just

one  view  of  each  of  18  models,  mostly  Aircraft  &  more
Vehicles,  and  mostly  quite  reasonable.  They  include  the
Helicopter  that  can  be  seen  on  the  lid.  The  4th page  isn't
shown on the Merkur site (one page there is duplicated) but
no doubt it has the remaining models in the same style, and
the 6-Wheel Truck on the lid is most likely from that page.
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EDITORIAL  Apologies if this issue is a little later than usual
getting  to  you,  and for  any slippages  in  future  Newsletters
which may occur. My enthusiasm remains undimmed, but less
gets done each day as the years roll on, and I am finding some
difficulty in producing an issue every six months. No need to
make any decisions at the moment but perhaps one day it may
be  necessary  to  increase  the  interval  between  issues,  or
change  to  OSN  appearing  irregularly  as  each  issue  is
completed. I'll give details on the OSN web site if significant
delays in future issues are likely to occur.

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.

1. On TECO, see 34/1027, Jacques Pitrat has the No.lV Ebay
set and confirmed that it is very similar in content to a STABIL
Nr.51,  with  a  second  main  card  of  parts,  as  below  (sym-
metrical left & right). All the parts on it look like STABIL except
that the Pulleys have no face holes. There are 4 of each size of

Flexible Plastic  Plates on  the small  card.  The parts are  well
made except that the gold paint is flaking off the 14 & 28t
metal  Gears.  As  might be expected from a STABIL inspired
system  the  holes  are  4.2mm Ø at  12.5mm pitch,  and  the
thread is  5⁄32" BSW. The hex Nuts though are a little larger
than STABIL. No Trunnion of any sort was in the Set.

TECO:  S3     [35/1036]

2. Jacques  also  sent  a  reference  to  an  excellent  web  site
about  MIGNON:  www.mignonbaukasten.de/.  It has pictures
of all the sets, manual pages, leaflets, etc, as well as a history
of  the  system,  and  photos  of  many  attractive  non-manual
models. I hope to include a brief summary of the history at a
later date.

MIGNON:  S1     [35/1036]

3. Another  web  site  worth  mentioning,  www.merkur.co.uk.
The M8 set (see 21/613 & 27/790) is on sale there and full
details of the set are shown, with excellent photos of the trays
of  parts,  and  all  the  pages  of  the  manual  including  the
illustrated set contents.

MERKUR[1]:  S4     [35/1036]

4. Snippet. 'New' System: WIMA. Below the Ebay photos

of this small German system, said to be incomplete. I'm not
sure if the red mark on the boy's sleeve is a tear in the label or
a 'blot'. Most of the parts look conventional: 5 & 11h Strips,
DAS, Angle & Flat Brackets, a 5*11h Flgd Plate, 2h Ø Pulleys,
Axles, small hex Nuts, fillister Bolts, and a Spanner. There are
2 possible 'foreigners'. One, the two circular parts that look like
ballraces, even if the Wheels of the Crane on the lid do seem
to have some face holes. The other is the 'strip' whose end can
be seen poking out aslant from below the end of the top 11h
Strip in the photo. It looks to be flat on the bottom of the box
and if so its holes are much nearer the edge than in the other
Strips. Also 6 & 10h Strips can be seen on the lid but that may
be artistic licence.

WIMA:  S1     [35/1036]

5. Don Redmond wrote that he has seen MEKANIX sets (see
34/1009)  in Canada with the name DOLLARAMA (a chain of
'dollar  stores')  on them and a Montreal  postcode H4P 1M2.
Also China as the country of origin. The boxes are 16½*11½*
2½cm and the inside packaging is similar to that of the OSN
34 sets.

POLYLONG (MEKANIX):  S8     [35/1036]

6. Also  from  Don,  after  a  discussion  with  Kendrick  Bisset.
Tinplated Strips & Brackets,  instead of  nickel  parts,  may be
found in U.S. MECCANO sets prior to the Elizabeth Meccano
factory  opening (and making tinplated parts)  in  1922.  They
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Its front is like the Linemar outfit  shown in Fig.3 in OSN 6
except that the words at the bottom are 'MADE BY LOUIS MARX
& CO  200  5th  AVE.  N.Y.C.'.  It  is  the set  shown  on the card
below, and the back has the MBCS name, followed by 'The
Vest  Pocket  Builder'; 4 'medals'
(different

to those on
the  CLOU  set);  and  the
Louis Marx address. The card, 150*123mm,
has push  through  tabs  which  hold the bottom of  the set's
sleeve in place, and it can be seen, less the set, in the MCS
'100 TOYS IN ONE' entry (which was no doubt made before it
was realised that the card was just packaging for the Set).

Two further examples of 'matchbox' packaging have been
seen, both from America. In the   one, below,
a Linemar set is centred in a   larger  box,
about  3¼*2½",  by
spacing  cardboard on
either side, and with

just 'Construction Set'  on
the lid. Notice that the Linemar name on the Set

has been blacked out.
The  other  example  is  another  'Linemar'  box  with  the

blacking out at the bottom. It is packed in a clear plastic bag
about 1½ times the size of the box. The bag also contains
a  model  sheet,
folded to  fit  into
it.  The  top  is
closed  with  a
piece  of  folded
cardboard stapled over it, one side of which is shown above.

Also mentioned in OSN 6, a Spanish set called MACÓN with
scaled  up  'matchbox'  parts,  and another  called TEXAS with
parts that could be used with MACÓN. An example of TEXAS
has yet to be found and no further MACÓN sets are known.

MATCHBOX SETS:  S1     [37/1102]

9. Snippet. A SUPERSONIC Outfit  Most of the parts in
this 1950s UK Aero system were described in 14/367 and a
couple  of  other  points  about  it  are  mentioned in  the  AJET
article elsewhere in the Issue. No set was known until one was
sold on Ebay recently and the box & manual are shown in the
next  column.  The  top  half  of  the  lid  was  included  in  the
original photo and was a blue or purple but badly faded, with
a label covering most of it, identical to the corresponding part
of  the manual  cover.  The main  parts  are strung or clipped
singly to the backing card. Notice that the red Bush Wheel has
3 face holes, not the 4 mentioned (incorrectly) in OSN 14. The
quantities of the smaller parts used in the manual models are:
16 Flat Brackets; 12 A/Bs; 52 Nuts; 44,8,2,4,2,2 of ¼,3⁄8,½,

5⁄8,¾,1" Bolts; 2 Axles; & 4 Spring Clips. By scaling, the Nut is
5⁄16" square, the standard A/F size of 4BA commercial nuts at
the time. Most of the N&B have a brass look and reflected light
could account for the few with a silver appearance.

SUPERSONIC:  S1     [37/1102]

10. Snippet. An ARWILL Lid  Details of a manual and some
parts from this small UK system were given in 29/856, and the
similar BELMONT was described in 36/1076. Both are a little
unusual in having 2h wide Flat Trunnions, 4, 8, & 12h long
Strips, and a 4*8h Flanged Plate. Now, below, the lid of a set

sold on Ebay. The 8 models on it are all in the OSN 29 manual,
though some are seen from a slightly different viewpoint. The
Set's contents weren't shown, nor were the dimensions of the
box given.

ARWILL:  S2     [37/1102]

11. Snippet.  An EZY-BILT Set  with  Yellow Parts  The
existence  of  yellow  Strips  was  mentioned  in  19/545  but  it
wasn't clear if they were ever included in sets. Now a No.5
outfit  seen  on  Ebay,  seeming  complete,  has  all  the  Strips,
DAS, & Trunnions in yellow; the only other 'strip'  parts are
green Curved Strips, and the other parts are in the normal red
& nickel colour scheme. The Lid is yellow with the 2 boys & a
Shovel design, as on the manual cover in 22/638. It has SET
NO.5 above the righthand boy and LEAD FREE under him. The
words EZY-BILT LTD., ADELAIDE can be seen in a line under the
design. There are 2 layers of parts in light blue moulded plastic
trays and the manual cover is the Sidney Harbour Bridge type
shown in 7/145. A Price List with the set is dated FEBRUARY
1967; the address on it can't be read but it is not the Kilkenny
one on the February 1966 example in MCS, and its last line
could be Adelaide S.A.

EZY-BILT:  S6     [37/1102]

12. MERKUR in 2007  Based on the English language section
of the company's web site (www.merkurtoys.cz) in mid-2007,
there have been no changes to the ranges of  parts  & sets
noted for 2005 in 33/991. The Czech section though shows

       OSN 37/1102 



one additional set, the Classic CO2. It is said to have the same
number of parts, 929, as the original CO1 Classic set described
in OSN 33, and the lid shows the same Bus, but it is in B&W
and is  plainer in  style.  The box,  380*290*65mm, is  a little
larger than the CO1, and weighs more, 3.2 against 2.7kg.

The sets available from the U.S. Girders & Gears web site
(www.girdersandgears.com)  include  the  AH-64A  Apache  set
which hasn't been mentioned in OSN before, and seems to be
for the American market only. Its box is 10¾*14*1¾" and the

lid,  above,  claims 470  parts  &  over  40  models.  The  name
M-KUR on the box is used because Ford (I believe) use the
name 'Merkur'  and  had registered  it  before  the Czech  firm
entered the U.S. market. The larger parts are dark green while
the small ones, 4 Worms (used as 'decor') & Brackets have a
bright finish, probably BZP. As is usual in MERKUR the model
isn't powered. 9 of the other models are shown on the G&G
web site with 2 reasonable small Helicopters and the rest, well
look for yourself.

MERKUR [1]: S5     [37/1103]

13. COSTRUZIONI MECCANICHE  These are the only words
on a No.1 manual cover shown in an entry under this name in
Jeux de Construction Métallique  (JCM).  Also shown,  a page
with 2 models whose illustrations are identical with those in a
1920s MÄRKLIN manual,  and a page with  a list  of  the Set
Contents of the No.1.  In  JCM is is  implied that the manual
would be from an AMI-LAC outfit, and indeed COSTRUZIONI
MECCANICHE is the main name on all AMI-LAC manuals I've
seen, though with an AMI-LAC logo as well, or just the AMI
logo on earlier ones. I couldn't find either of the models in the
AMI(-LAC)  manuals  to  hand  and  this,  together  with  the
absence of  a logo,  made me wonder  if  this  was actually  a
manual  from a different,  and hitherto  unknown system.  To
support this the names of the parts in the Set Contents and
their PNs don't correspond to those in the AMI(-LAC) manuals
seen. One further thought, it is said that prior to their post-
WW2 production, the AMI firm made sets for a short period in
the early 1920s, so could this manual have come from that
time?

COSTRUZIONI MECCANICHE  S1     [37/1103]

14. DELTA-X  Since the notes in 36/1096
an MD-153 Stegosaurus set has come to
hand and it contains the parts right which
were  not  known  before.  The  3*13h
Perforated Plate is nickeled and its slotted
holes  are  4.3mm long.  The  other  parts
are grey plastic: a Geared Motor with a
square section output shaft on each side,
the 1x AA Battery box shown in the OSN
36 model, a Crank which snaps onto the
Motor  shafts,  and  an  hexagonal  Spacer
with a square bore. All the metal parts in
the  set  are  nickel  plated.  A  few  errors

crept into the OSN 36 notes, the hole pitch is actually 8.0mm
and the thread is M3.

The finished model is about 15" long and it waddles along
quite well on a smooth surface. Its speed scaled up to match a
30ft long animal would be about 8mph.

The Stego set came from www.hlj.com/top/Sci, an English
language  Japanese  mail-order  toy  shop  called  Hobby  Link.
When I looked in July six DELTA-X outfits were listed (to see
all of them I had to type 'delta-x' into the Item Name box on
the home page). 5 of the sets were mentioned in 36/1096, the
other was the Robot Soldier set below. It was said to be a

31cm high  model  of  a  figure  in  the  Japanese cartoon  film
'Castle in the Sky: Laputa', made in 1986, with eyes that light
up. It was marked as discontinued though and I couldn't find
it  on  the  Epoch  web  site,  so  perhaps  small-scale  DELTA-X
dates from earlier than was suggested in OSN 36.
P.S.  Since the above was written I've been told that the small
scale DELTA-X was definitely on sale before 2000.

DELTA-X [b]:  S4     [37/1103]

15. ENTECH in 2007  From www.toy-kraft.com, the range of
these Indian sets, made by Aries, is unchanged from 2005,
see 33/995.

ENTECH:  S3     [37/1103]

SMALL ADS      [37/1103]

Wanted  Information on the history & products of the
Kelmet Corp.  (who made STEEL ENGINEERING) and
the Nobel Mfg. Co. (who made Trumodel Construction
Equipment  in  Miniature).  Please  contact  John  H.
Emmons at jemmons@neo.rr.com or phone (330) 492-
3601 (in U.S.A.). I already have the material in Green-
berg Vol.1, and the ACGHS & S.Cal. Newsletters.

Tri-ang ARKITEX  75% upwards of the different parts
(all plastic) from a Bridge Set (no box), and a manual/
catalogue which also covers Sets 1-3 for Buildings. All in
good condition but the  models  are  not  very exciting.
Some  of  the  parts  look  as  if  they  could  be  used  in
Buildings. Free from the Editor but new owner to collect
or  pay postage -  packed weight  2¾lb.  (If  more  than
one person wants it I'll draw a name from a hat on 1st
November.)

For sale:  MCS Don Blakeborough 1983,  as  14 clip-
bound books with card covers. Weight about 5.4kg. £20 plus
postage.  Will  post  to  UK  only.  David  Hobson,  Woodington,
Edford  Green,  Holcombe,  Radstock,  BA3  5DB;  tel:  0171
232741.
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EDITORIAL  Several readers have asked if the Database on
the OSN web site can be printed out. As far as I can tell it isn't
possible to print the full width using Internet Explorer – several
of the righthand columns plus the COMMENTS column aren't
printed.  And  even  then  thick  vertical  lines  appear  which
weren't  in  the  original.  By  chance though I  found that  the
Firefox  Mozilla  browser  gives  a  more  satisfactory  result.  If
Landscape and Shrink To Fit Page Width are selected in Page
Setup the result is that all columns are printed with a small but
readable  text  size.  The  COMMENTS  though  are  printed  as
several  short  lines instead of  the original  long one and this
increases the number of A4 sides for the whole Database from
34 to 41 (with the default margins).

Shorter NOTES, with thanks to all contributors.
1. JR ENGINEER  Kendrick Bisset wrote that his No.4½ set is
virtually the same as the one described in 22/632 & 33/975.
The only differences are that it contains only four 5h Strips
instead of 6 – still clipped down in each case, and 50, 4, & 40
of Bolts, Long Bolts, & Nuts. Also the lid on the box of small
parts is the CONSTRUCTION SUPPLIES one mentioned in OSN
33 and not the plain card one in Jacques' set below.

The  manual  too  is  the  same  and  has  'Copyright  1946,
Coledi, Inc., New York' on the inside front cover (as in fact did
the OSN 22 & 33 examples).  Kendrick also has an identical
manual except that it has a typewritten yellow sticker on the
top of the front cover (above the 'JR EN' of JR ENGINEER),
which reads 'MODELS, COPY and LAYOUT by / HARRY SNYDER
/ 138 E. 34 St. / N.Y. 16, N.Y.' At the top of the sticker are the
remains of the last line, as if many labels were typed and cut
or torn apart.

JR ENGINEER:  S4           [40/1196]

2. HELLER'S  STAHLBAU  Thomas  Morzinck  has  found  a
review  of  this  German  'DIY'  system  (see  36/1083)  in  the
January  3rd 1937  issue  of  Die  Sendung (a  German  Radio
Times). It speaks of  it as being new and no doubt it  would
have been in the shops for Xmas 1936.
HELLER:  S6               [40/1196]

3. Snippets: Double-barrelled MERKUR  As can be seen
on  the  lid  right
(actually the top of
a sleeve), the set is
being  sold  under
the  name  EBERT
MERKUR.  Ebert
GmbH  was  the
Munich  firm  that
sold  Czech-made
EBS  sets  some
years  ago  (see
22/643)  but  the
present  Ebert  may
not  of  course  be
the same company.
Another  set  from
the  same  Ebay
seller  features  a  77  part  Windmühle  but  the  name  at  the
bottom is WIFRA MERKUR. From Google a number of German
firms have Wifra in their names.

For both sets the sleeve covers a wooden box,16*16*5cm,
with a sliding lid, an unusual and perhaps slightly extravagant
touch for a set of this sort. An example can be seen below in
another WIFRA MERKUR set, this time called Gärtner mit Zwei

Karren – Gardener with Two Barrows.
All  the  models  come  from the  MERKUR range,  and  the

parts too of course although I don't recall what appears to be
a blue-handled Screwdriver in the open box.

MERKUR [1]  S6            [40/1196]

4. STABIL  On the basis of 5 documented sets Werner Sticht
has  discovered  that  the  N&B  used  during  1911-1914  were
unusual in two respects. First,  the Bolts were brass and the
Nuts steel,  and secondly, the thread was not the usual  5⁄32"
BSW (as in MECCANO) with 32 tpi, but a similar thread with
approximately 33 tpi. The two are of course incompatible and
a 33 tpi Nut on a 32 tpi Bolt will jam after a few turns. The
pitch of a 33 tpi thread is .77mm – not a likely metric standard
and the reason for the change is at the moment a mystery.

STABIL:  S5              [40/1196]
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5. THALE  Graham  Aldous  is  continuing  to  research  the
history of this East German system and I hope to be able to
included his findings later on. One thing has emerged though,
the summary chart in 38/1138 is incorrect for the early years
because  the  parts  &  manual  thought  to  be  from 1957  are
almost certainly earlier than 1955, and the change from the
Motorcycle to the Jib Crane manual occurred in 1955-56.

Graham has also found that the pitch of the holes in some
early THALE parts is 12.75mm, instead of the 12.5mm later.
This  led  me  to  check  the  pitch  of  the  parts  described  in
38/1138 and (to  my shame,  that  I  hadn't  done so before)  I
found it  to be ½” or very nearly (12.7±.02mm in the various
different types of part).

THALE STAHLBAU TECHNIK:  S4     [40/1197]

6. FAC  Jacques  Pitrat  wrote  that  the  FAC  web  site,
www.facsystem.se,  contains  much  of  interest.  As  well  as
details of the current products there are photos of a number of
models, old sets, and also pdf files of old manuals including 4
in English. The site has English, French & German language
versions as well as Swedish.

FAC:  S1     [40/1197]

7. MERKUR  in  2008,  from  the  English  version  of  the
Merkur web site. Little has changed since 2007 (see 37/1103)
except that the American M-KUR Apache set has appeared as
the MERKUR Helikopter Set (#3314) with 486 parts, and the
same model on the lid.(

Both the Classic C01 and C02 sets are listed with the same
reference number, 3345, and the difference in weight between
the two seems to be because the C02 is in a wooden box.

One correction to 33/991, the Set 030 has 310 parts.

MERKUR [1]  S7            [40/1197]

8. Snippet. FERROX  A No.2 set similar to the 'in between'
one noted in 38/1134 was offered on Ebay. It was not so com-
plete, the main parts missing being the Flanged Plate and the
1*5*1 DAS. Also the the tools were a wooden-handled Screw-
driver, & a Spanner with one open end and a ring at the other
– similar to the one in the Phase 3 set in Fig.3b of 36/1090. 

The most notable difference though was that certain parts
were  painted  a  medium  blue.  These  comprised  the  Large
Flanged Disc, the longest DAS (1*9*1h in this set, a size not
mentioned before, but the length of the long DAS in the OSN
38 No.2 couldn't be seen), and the 5 & 11h Strips (the latter
the  longest  in,  or  remaining  in,  the  set).  The  only  other
painted parts were the green 6*10h Perforated Plate and the
red 1*3h SAS, the same shade as in the OSN 38 No.2.

The present set's box was said measure 35*21*2.8cm and
the maker was Drösler as before.

FERROX  S4             [40/1197]

9. Snippet. THE THATCHER TIN CAN TOY  The picture in-
side the lid of the wooden box for this 'DIY' set was shown in
33/973. An Ebay set in the same box, 17*10*3¼”, contained
some tools and a booklet ©1920 entitled Gilbert Tin Can Toy
Making. The set is pictured in it and the contents that can be
seen include a mallet, scriber, pliers, snips, dividers, ruler, be-
nding jig, forming block, soldering iron, & some smaller items. 

THE THATCHER TIN CAN TOY:  S2            [40/1197]

10. STAHL-BAUKASTEN  Since  the  Snippet  on  this  early
post-WW2 German system in 38/1160, Jürgen Kahlfeldt has
kindly sent more details, via Thomas Morzinck.

The parts are made of .7mm thick aluminium, and the holes
are 3.3mm Ø at 10.0mm pitch. Below the set contents given

on the front of the manual. In order, the parts are 4,11,6,2,25,
16,4,4 of 10,20,30,40,50,90,100,150mm Strips (those lengths
are  overall  so  perhaps the  10mm is  a  sort  of  washer);  26
10*10mm A/Bs; 2x 100mm A/Gs, 10*10mm in section; 2,51
M3 Bolts,  15,4mm long;  60  M3  Nuts;  2  each  M3  Screwed
Rods, 80,30,20mm long; 1 Flanged Plate 100*60mm; 4 each
Discs, 20,30mm Ø, and (probably) dished by 3.5mm; 1 each
Screwdriver, Spanner, Manual.

The manual has 8 pages including covers – the front as in
OSN 38. 6 models are shown on pp2-7, one to a page, with a
2- or 3-view engineering drawing for each, plus a list of parts.
The first model is the Leiterwagon below (slightly rearranged),

and the last is Treppe (a Stairway with Landing).  The other
models are the Slewing Crane, Radio Tower, & Electric Pylon
on the lid, and a Girder Bridge. The back cover has the side
elevation of 5 more models including a Lorry, another Crane,
and a Guyed Pylon.

STAHL-BAUKASTEN [2]  S2            [40/1197]

11.  PHILIPS  In 39/1187 the change from colourless to red
Wheels was associated with the introduction of the new sets
ME 1201 & 1250, which replaced the ME 1200 outfit. But the
change seems not  to  have been  so clear  cut  because Paul
Goodman has found red Wheels in one of his three ME 1200
sets.

PHILIPS:  S9            [40/1197]
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The  latter,  'machines  électriques',  is  shown  below  and

'éléments MECCANO' can be seen under the JEULIN name. 
The other sets, all shown on the Encyclopédie page, were:

'initions-nous à la mécanique' including Gears; 'étudions leviers et
balances';  and  'construisons circuits  électriques'.  All  have  the
same style of packaging, and lids with a photo of a boy & a
girl, but set on different background colours. An electric motor
could  be  made  from  the  Machines  Électriques  outfit,  but
otherwise nothing is known of the scope of the sets or whether
they included a manual or instruction sheets.

JEULIN:  S1    [45/1357]

5. WIFRA & EBERT MERKUR Sets. These were mentioned
in 40/1196 and were small sets with parts for the model(s) on
the  lid,  and  probably  others  in  a  model  leaflet  –  almost
certainly all were existing MERKUR models.

The Merkur website shows photos of 6 WIFRA sets, each
labelled with a date of 1988. The sets, with the model(s) on
the lid in brackets are:
Flugzeug  (Shoulder
Wing  Monoplane);
Gärtner  mit  Zwei
Karren,  see  OSN  40
(Gardener  with  Two
Barrows);  Gelände-
Rennwagen  (Off-road
Racer);  Güterwagon
mit  Schranken,  right
(Goods  Wagon  with
Level  Crossing  Barr-
ier);  Hubschrauber
(Helicopter);  Wind+
mühle (Windmill).

Only  one  EBERT
set is shown and it is dated 1992. Apart from the name the lid
it  is  identical  to  the WIFRA Flugzeug,  and since the EBERT
Hubschrauber lid in OSN 40 is the same as the WIFRA one, it
is quite likely that there were other EBERT sets matching the
WIFRA ones.

The sides of  the EBERT boxes carry
the KOMEB logo, right, which was shown

on a set containing a MERKUR Motor etc in 26/760. Said set is
actually shown on the Merkur site and is dated 1992. Broumov
under the logo is a town some 10km from Police
nad Metuji, and together they are MERKUR's home
towns.  The WIFRA box sides have the logo right
with  Kovopodnik  above  it  (the  company's  name
while it was nationalised) & Broumov underneath.
MERKUR:  S9    [45/1357]
6. Snippet. Another 1913 TOY BUILDER Outfit. This Ebay
set below has a wider selection of parts than the Sears 10 cent

one  described  in  28/833,  and  would  have  been  capable  of
building more elaborate models, but unfortunately there was
no model sheet with it. The box's lid was used only in 1913,
and there is a much better photo of it in OSN 28. It was said to
measure approximately 10*5", about the size of the 10c set.
Some of the parts such as the Girders with flanged rather than
formed edges, and pulleys made from 2 Pulley Discs & a steel
Tyre held together by a threaded brass Hub, confirm the 1913
date – all these parts were changed for 1914.

The Set Contents label below was stuck inside the lid, and

interestingly  it  is  headed  'CONTENTS  OF  ERECTOR  NO.  0.'
Greenberg lists a No.0 for 1913 but gives no details beyond
saying that its box was 11*7*¾", that it cost 50c, and built 13
different  models.  I  wonder  about  the  13  models,  69  were
claimed for a later No.0 with a very similar inventory to the
Ebay set, and when TOY BUILDER sets were next sold in 1915
the smallest had 47 parts for '100 Toys'.
TOY BUILDER:  S2            [45/1357]
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New from MERKUR  When I looked at Merkur's website
(www.merkurtoys.cz)  a year ago nothing had changed since
2008 (see 40/1197), but recently David Hobson alerted me to
new sets he'd seen there. Also a new history feature including
photos of  sets, mainly lids,  going back the the early 1930s;
some 1930s ads; & photos of 'supermodels'. One change not
for  the  better  is  that  now  there  seems  to  be  very  limited
information about many of the sets, especially the new ones,
and sometimes the details that are given can only be assessed
by going to the Czech rather then the English language option.

The new sets added to the 2008 range are as follows.
● Machinery Set Basic. A small outfit with instructions for
10 models. Its lid is similar in style to Fig.1 but landscape and
featuring a Lathe. It  costs  Price 280Kč (the largest  'regular'
set, the No.8, costs 3436Kč, and at the moment £1≈26Kč).
● Machinery Set Complete. It has the lid in Fig.1 and the
parts include Gears & the 2-speed Geared Motor (see 17/485 &
20/583). 80 models are claimed including various mechanical
drives: pulleys, with universals, etc. Price 2480Kč.
● Excavator. This is a large outfit with 2627 parts with the lid
in Fig.2 – it is called a Maxi Set, and as far as can be seen it is
to make just the one model. Said model is very similar to the
one featured on certain 1980s lids, but it couldn't of course be
made with any of the sets at that time. There is nothing to
indicate if it is powered but let's hope so. The price is 8820Kč.
● Spider. This is one of 3 sets listed as Robotic & Mechatronic
Kits,  and  all  are  single  model  sets.  The  Spider  is  radio
controlled and its 4 channel, 2.4MHz Transmitter is said to be
capable of controlling up to 4 models. The lid and the model
are shown in Figs.3 & 4. The significance of the 'GAMA'  after
the name on the lid isn't explained. Price 3200Kč.
● Robotic Arm. Figs.5 & 6 show the lid & the model. Again

the 'beta' on the lid
is  a  mystery.  The
model has 6 degrees
of freedom, is pow-
ered  by  six  Servo
Motors, and is to be
controlled  from  a
PC. The kit includes

a manual  & programs on a CD.  It  is  said that  updates are
possible  from the  internet  and that  multiple  Robots  can  be
synchronised to work together. The set includes a mains to
5v/8A power supply. Its price is 6930Kč. 
● ALFI. This, the third Robotic set, is not new, it is the Plotter
described  in  10/265  and  is  aimed  at  educational  establish-
ments. It costs 3540Kč.

New Parts.  Those I noticed were 1*2h A/Gs & 1*2*1 'U'
Girders, both 400, 500, & 600mm long. Also a 25h long Braced
A/G (Fig.7),  & 4  Flanged Plates,  340*250 &  250*170mm in
plan, both with 1 & 2h deep flanges. One is shown in Fig.8 but
it may not be clear that there are holes in the top flange. I
haven't spotted any of these parts in models.

Another part I don't recall is what looks to be a 15h Flanged
Plate in the base of the Bandsaw on the Machinery Set's lid – it
isn't listed among the website's Spare Parts.

The  Spare  Parts  include  2  Stepper  Motors,  those  in  the
Robotic Arm no doubt. Also listed are nine 12v Geared Motors
with ratios of  390-36:1,  giving output  speeds of  14-150rpm
(their PNs are all 'GM37-'  plus digits denoting the speed, eg
GM37-14).They are cylindrical with a motor attached to a gear-
box, and are probably 17mm Ø by 52mm long o/a excluding
the 2mm output  shaft  at  the motor  end  &  the
6mm Ø at the other. Their use isn't  stated  (per-

haps they be used in  the Excavator?  or
could  they  be?).  Each  costs  380Kč.  9
large,  sturdy  looking  Mounting  Brackets

are shown for them, 7 with one large hole
in it, the others with 2 such.

     OSN 45/1363               MERKUR[1]:  S8
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New from MERKUR  The
notes  that  follow  were  based
on the Merkur website in mid-
February  –  at  the  time  the
catalogue  which  can  be
download from the site had not
been  changed  to  include  a
number  of  sets  which  have
been added since those noted
in  45/1363,  and  its  name
includes  '2011'.  Czech  prices
are shown on the website but
those  here  are  approximately
the corresponding GBP.

LARGER SETS  There are
three  new  ones,  all  with  2
layers of parts. One is the Red
Baron below with 680 parts and a manual showing 40 models

including several different types of aircraft, a House,
& a Motorcycle. The second is Flying Wings with 640 parts and
a manual with again 40 models, this time including spaceships,
jets, prototypes, & experimental planes. The lid shows 2 1930's
style 'interesting looking' monoplanes of about 40cm span with
nearly all the parts dark green. Finally, the Age of the Vikings
below with  1350  parts,  and again  a 40-model  manual  with

modern  models  as  well  as  the  Viking Ship,  plus
others said to hark back to the Greek myths: Trojan Horse,
Siege Tower, Catapult, Trebuchet, & Battering Ram,

RETRO SETS  3 new sets have been added to the existing
C01 & C02 in the Retro series: C03, C04, & C05, all with 2
layers of parts, and all with colourful 1930s style labels – Fig.1
shows  the  C04.  C05  is  packed  in  a  suitcase-style  box.  No
details  are  given  of  the  contents  but  presumably  they  are
similar  to  the  prewar  outfits.  There  is  no  indication  of  the

colour of the parts. 141, 183, &
216 models are claimed for the
Sets,  appreciably  more  than
those for Sets 3, 4, & 5 in the
old-style,  though  post-WW2,
manual described in 9/210, even
though it has more pages – over
129  against  the  90  mentioned
on the C04 & C05 labels. 

ROBOTIC SETS  No less
than 18 sets have been added to
the  Robot  &  Spider  shown  in
OSN 45,  though some are just
variations  of  the  same  model
depending  on  what  level  of
control  is  fitted  to  them.  Most
are small chassis, some tracked

and some wheeled,  but  there  is  also  a  Mini  Robot
and the Ant below. Sample programs can be downloaded for

most of the models.
SCHOOL SETS  There are 3 series of these. Mini Kits: 6

sets: the Alphabet; 3 simplicity models (a Weightlifter, a Skier,
& a Sailing Ship); a simple Chair-O-Planes roundabout with its
6 seats represented by Trunnions; and a Pump worked from a
Crank Handle via a rocking lever. Physics for 9-14 year olds
with 7 sets: Mechanika 1 with parts to make simple apparatus
for experiments with pulleys, weights, spring balance, etc; EMA
2 with just an illustration of a circuit diagram & a meter of
some sort;  a set called Module Switches but with no details
except the price; 4 sets,  each a mechanism on a light blue
17*25h Flanged Plate with the Geared Motor driving various

gearboxes, cranks, etc. One is shown above.  Mechatronics:
27 sets in all but usually without any details beyond a title and
sometimes a photo. They include: • 3 sets, Elektronica I, II &
III, are for technical secondary schools – Set III is shown in
Fig.6 and costs some £2000 (for comparison the Red Baron is
priced at £33, the Viking £46, the Retro sets from £24 to £48,
the School set above at £39, & the Ant at £96). • 2 sets are to
make elaborate models. One is called Programmable Mini Line
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and has a robot working on items on a conveyor belt.  The
other, Automated Warehouse, Fig.7, costs nearly £1800 and a
video shows a sequence of the gantry crane picking up one of
the red 'boxes'  (on the base at the back),  putting it on the
down conveyor,  the  robot  picking  it  up  at  the  bottom and
putting it on the up conveyor, and the gantry crane putting it
back in its original position. Presumably it could then go on to
circulate  other  boxes  in  the  same  way.  The  gantry  crane
moves  along  what  looks  to  be  an  extruded  metal  cross
member. • Finally 22 Modules, mostly at about £100 each to
control  Motors,  measure  distance,  sound,  temperature,
pressure, colour, moisture, etc, and one labelled WiFi. In those
that are illustrated the components are mounted on the light
blue Flanged Plates.

Zakázkové stavebnice The website in Czech but not the
English  or  German versions,  has  this  additional  category  of

sets. The name translates as Custom Kits and 5 models are
shown, each probably from a different £10 set. They are small
cars,  3 Saloons;  a hot  rod called a 'Rat  Rod';  and the one
above.

Snippet. 'New' System:
WIDES  Right,  the  Ebay
photos of an Auto Set and
part  of  the  instructions.
From  the  'Wides-Metall+
spiele  Auto-Baukasten'
on the latter the maker
is  probably  a  firm
called  Wides,  and  it
was said that the Set
was  complete  and
dated  from  the
1940s  or  1950s.
There  was  no
indication of the
size  of  the
parts.

No  N&B
can  be  seen
but  most
probably  the parts  are  bolted  together.  One Wheel  can  be
seen in box's bottom left corner; it is rather nice looking but
it's a pity that it isn't larger to be in scale with the rest of the
model. Nothing of the crane is visible – at a glance I wondered
if the green circular part on top of the blue Chassis, and partly

hidden by the red Cab Back, was its base, but the side leg on
view, and no doubt with a fellow on the opposite side, makes
it probable that it is the mounting for the front Wheels of the
Lorry or the Trailer. And if it has a centre hole that could allow
centre pivot steering.
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http://www.merkurtoys.cz/vyrobky/zakazkove-stavebnice-merkur
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