




MAAKEETS  This was an 88-
part  South  African  system
which appeared in the late '50s
at a time when MECCANO was
in  short  supply.  Most  of  the
parts were similar to MECCANO
but some were original,  some
very like German MEKANIK, &
there  were  a  few  specialised
crane parts. It lasted for some
20 years with a gap of 5 years
soon after its launch, but there
were quality issues and its sales are thought to have
been mainly local.

These  notes  are  based  on  a  No.3  set  to  hand  recently
(thanks  to  Jim  Gamble);  a  manual  probably  intended  for
schools; photos courtesy Gary Higgins; a lead from him to an
article by Pieter Gouws; and various snippets found in a web
search. The No.3 is unused and has a manual but most of the
small parts are missing.

The  name  MAAKEETS  comes  from  the  Afrikaans  words
maak & iets, meaning 'make something'. Most of the text is in
English & Afrikaans but not quite all: for example the slogan of
the No.3's manual (Fig.1) & box lid is only in English, likewise
all the model names in it except that one is only in Afrikaans.

HISTORY. All that is known for sure of the 1950s sets is
(a) a No.3 with a blue paper-covered lid and a label similar to
the manual cover in Fig.1 except that the maker's name under
MAAKEETS  is  'A  DIVISION  OF  E.A.SAYLE  &  SON  (PTY.)  LTD,
Johannesburg, South Africa', and (b) a red lid with the same
label but with the set number 28s in the top right corner. It is
said  that  this  set  was  for  use  in  schools  and  a  manual
described later has models for Sets 28s to 33s.

MAAKEETS  disappeared  for  around  5  years  from  about
1960. My No.3 set has prices in cents and so would be after
February 1961. Sets 0-6 are listed in its manual, and the full
range of parts except for the blue Pierced Plate in the top right
corner of Fig.7. The Set's lid is dark blue and the lid label is
almost  the same as  the manual  cover  in  Fig.1.  Both  have,
under MAAKEETS, 'A DIVISION OF VISTA TOYS (PTY.) LTD., P.O.
BOX 5151, BOKSBURG NORTH' (a town 20km east of Johannesburg)
on them. '76 Cason Rd.' is added to the address elsewhere in
the manual.  'MANUFACTURED BY: VISTA TOYS (PTY.) LTD.  P.O.
BOX 5151, BOKSBURG NORTH' is printed on
a small  label under the Flanged Plate in
the box, pasted to the backing board. On
the side of the Set's blue small parts box
is P.O. BOX 2700 JOHANNESBURG PHONE 22-0328,
an address not seen elsewhere.

The  label  on  the  cannister  right
looks similar to the box label but it isn't
known when it was marketed. The parts
in it point to it being a No.0 outfit. 

The cover of the 'schools' manual is as
Fig.1  (except  that  its  slogan  is  in  both
languages) but on the back page it has 'A
PRESTIGE PRODUCT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
SOUTH  AFRICA |  MANUFACTURED  BY VISTA
TOYS  (PTY.)  LTD,  P.O.  BOX  5151,
BOKSBURG  NORTH'.  The  Republic  was
declared in May 1961. 

A web search prod-
uced the lid right with
the  form  of  name
used  in  the  1970s,
and as a logo it  has
'[Pty]  Ltd,  14  CASON
ROAD, BOKSBURG NORTH,
TRANSVAAL'  under  it.
The  image  is  too

blurry to see any other details
except that the word 'PERFECT'
has been added to the earlier
slogan,  and  of  the  4  models
one  is  for  Set  0  in  the  No.3
manual, the others for Set 2.

In  1973  it  was  said  of
MAAKEETS,  'Superficially  it
was  very  similar  to  Meccano,
both in respect of number and
type  of  parts  in  a  given  size
set, and packaged in a flat box

with expanded polystyrene and transparent cover.'  It's likely
that some of the parts at this time had a BZP finish, witness
the Universal Trunnions mentioned in 26/769, now definitely
MAAKEETS parts. 

In 1973 a Meccanoman wrote that the firm no longer replies
to  enquires.  The  date  manufacture  ceased  isn't  known  but
Vista as a company still existed in 1978. 

THE PARTS.  Most  can  be seen  in  Gary's  photo  (Fig.7).
Fig.6 has all the parts listed in the manual, the coloured blobs
mean the part is not in Fig.7, and the green ones that it is in
one of the other illustrations, as mentioned below. The notes
on the parts which follow are based on the No.3 set (Fig.8, the
5*3h Flanged Plate,  one DAS, & parts  in  the small  box are
missing), Gary's photo, & manual illustrations. Also Meccano-
style names are given where the original is unusual.

First some generalities. Holes are 4.2mm at 12.7mm pitch.
Rod parts are 4.0mm Ø.  The thread is  5⁄32" BSW.  Bosses
are brass, 9.5mm o.d., 4.1mm bore, double-tapped, 11½mm
long,  with  deeply  recessed  peening.  Parts #44-46,48-54
look to have been inspired by MEKANIK. 

#1-7. Strips. 12.9mm wide; 1mm thick. #8. Curved Strip.
Spans 5h; 4 to a circle of 2.85" pcd.  #20. A/B. See Fig.14.
Probably  made  from  the  Flat  Bracket.  #26.  2h  high  D/B.

#33,34.  Simple  Bell  Cranks,  3*3;  2*2h
(left).  #37-39.  Corrugated  parts.  Silver
painted.  The  'door'  is  just  an  opening

(Fig.11).  #44. 5h Ø Flanged Disc Pulley.
#47. Gear Box Side Plate. Right, a different design
in  one  of  the  manual  models.  #48.
Universal Gears. Plastic with 12, 24t (but
12,  27  shown  in  the  Manual,  as  in  MEKANIK).
#55. Threaded Boss (probably). #56. Spacer. Not
seen. #64-74. Dull silvery plated rod parts. Axles
have  roughly  sheared  ends  with  burr  on  some.  The  Crank
Handle is 14¼cm o/a with a 9½cm shank and a 2½cm offset
handle.  The Screwdriver (Fig.8),  is  similar  to  the MECCANO
part but 11½cm o/a with a more circular handle.  #59. The
yellow Pulley in  Fig.7  may be plastic.  #61.  ½" Pulley.  See
Fig.9.  #76-79. Flex. Plates (#79: Fig.8). .35mm thick.  #81.
Wire Hook. Fig.4 has two bolted down. #82,83. Tyres. 53½,
37mm o.d. when fitted. Plastic with circular tread & MAAKEETS
on  both  sidewalls.  #84.  String  (Fig.8).  #85.  Bolt.  Various
heads. #86.  3⁄8" Bolt. Not seen. #87. Nut. Hexagonal, about
6.3mm A/F. No PN. The blue Pierced Plate top right in Fig.7.

Finish/Quality.  The  Meccanoman  wrote  of  flimsy  parts
with an atrocious finish, and Pieter Gouws, who has seen a
large number of parts, spoke of metal varying from flimsy to
impossibly thick, 80° bend angle in the A/Gs, poor paint finish,
and holes of different sizes at varying spacing. So parts to be
used in pairs had to be carefully matched. The paint finish of

the parts in the No.3 is, if not first class, very good, and
still has a medium gloss. And the quality of the parts is on

the whole good too. The defects I noted are the bend angles
of the Rev. A/Bs; dished discs, only .35mm thick, in the Bush
Wheel & Wheel Disc; and the holes in the 2 discs of one of the
1½" Pulleys are not quite in line (and even when in line their
holes are barely large enough to take a Bolt). Also the splits
in the Tyres, from age no doubt. Clearly I was very lucky.

      OSN 51/1567    MAAKEETS:  S1

Fig.1

Fig.2

Fig.3

Fig.4

Fig.5



THE No.3 SET.  The box is dark blue, 40½*29¼*2¾cm.
The label, 35½*23cm, is as Fig.1 but deeper to show more of
the top of  the bridge, and along the bottom is the printer,
ARTONE (LITHO) JHB. It has a circular '3' label stuck on top right.
The parts on their card are shown below. The contents look

unused  and  are  as  the  inventory
except that a DAS, plus the N&B, and
other  small  parts  in  the  small  box,
including the 2h Brackets, are missing.
Also the 3*5h Flanged Plate – there is
a suitable space for it on the righthand
side  but  no  evidence  of  a  part  ever
having  been  there.  It  is  perhaps  no
coincidence that there were 3 instead
of 2 of the 3*5h Flexible Plates. 

THE  No.3  MANUAL.  It  is  269*
140mm with 20 pages plus C1 (Fig.1)
to  C4.  C2  has  a  Preface  from  'Your
Parents'  to  their  Son  which  includes
mention  of  Uncle  Gerald's  Maakeets
Club,  with  promise of  competitions  &
handsome  prizes.  Said  parents  also
hope that they will be allowed to play
with the set after son has gone to bed,
and if so promise to look after it and
put all the parts back again. Sickening.

p1 has the Set Contents of Sets 0-6;
pp2-3 the Illustrated Parts. pp4-5 show
the use of the Universal Gears, and 3
models which need Set 6 & demonstr-
ate the use the various toothed parts.
One model is a simple Mechanical Feed
using the Rack Strip & 18t Gear.

pp6-20  show  4,4,4,4,3,2,3 models
for Sets 0-6, from HIGH FLIER to LOUIS

FOURIE  KRAAN (Fig.11).  There  is  a  clear
halftone for each model, except 2 less clear
for the Kraan. All the models, apart from 2
for the No.6, could easily be built from the
photos.  All the models are original designs
and given the limited number of models for
each  set,  they  are  a  fair  selection  with
Cranes  aplenty,  though  no  aeroplane  or
car. I thought the small models & some of
the largest ones quite reasonable but those
of the mid-range sets less so. Mechanical
features  are  confined  to  Cord  &  Gear
drives,  with  no  luffing in  the  Cranes  or
steering for vehicles. 

The models overleaf are a mix of, to
me, good and not so good ones. Notice
the  extra  holes  in  the  side  of  the
"MAAKEETS" CRANE's cab (Fig.13).

C3  says  goodbye,  followed  by  the
company  name  &  address,  and  the
printer:  Artone  Press  (Pty.)  Ltd.,  P.O.
Box  6453,  Johannesburg.  C4  has  a

photo of the 2 layers of parts in Set 6. It includes the Pierced
Plate which isn't otherwise shown or mentioned.

THE 'SCHOOL' MANUAL.  It has 12 unnumbered pages
245*120mm plus covers, but the latter are loose and it's just
possible that there may have been an extra page or two stuck
in  at  the back.  The  front  is  as the No.3  above except  the
slogan along the bottom is also in Afrikaans.
   C2 has a list of the parts: as in the No.3 but with no 3⁄8"
Bolt, or Screwbox, and no set contents. Under it is 'All these
parts are available separately and in conversion kits'. This is
the  only  mention  of  actual  conversion  sets  (the  No.3
wording is '... available as Spare Parts or for Conversion of
kits').  However  no conversion sets have been reported.
pp1-2 have the Illustrated Parts.

pp3-11 have 8,4,3,3,4,3 models for Sets 28-S to 33-S.
The models are all in the No.3 with the same presentat-
ion except that the Afrikaans model names are pres-
ent.  Not  quite  all  the  models  are  in  set  order,  for
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example all three 33-S models (the Gear models on pp4-5 of
the No.3 manual) are on p10. From the models it seems that
Set 28-S corresponded to Sets 0+1; and 29-S, 30-S, 31-S, to
2,  3,  4.  32-S  &  33-S  are  more  difficult  because  if  the  set
numbering in the manual is correct  all the Set 5+6 models,
other than the 'Gear' models, could be made with the 32-S,
and the only models for the 33-S are the 3 'Gear' models.

p12  has  the  English/Afrikaans  equivalents  of  136  Auto-
mobile Terms, & C3-4 have 186 for General Engineering. Also
on C4, company details & the printer: PALLADIUM STATIONERS.

REMARKS  As  is  not  uncommon  with  OS
manuals  one feels  that  some of  the MAAKEETS
models don't do justice to the contents of the sets,
and with this in mind I decided to try to make a
Crane from my No.3 similar to the No.5 MAAKEETS
model in Fig.13. Substitutes were used for most of
the  missing  parts  in  my  set.  Fig.12  shows  the

result. The tower is

perhaps a little unimpressive but against that the jib can luff
with the Bush Wheel holes engaging a Bolt shank to lock it,
and a friction brake controls the load. Some extra parts were

needed: 4 A/Bs (none if  I'd had a suitable  5*3h
Flanged Plate), & 13 N&B (but only 9 with the

Flanged Plate, & of those 3 for the brake, 1 to
bolt ballast under the back of the cab (the

3 Plates in OSN 26), & 5 for the 'name
sign' over the front of the cab (I was

trying to use all the parts in the
Set)). And  I  used  2  shorter

substitute Axles rather than
the ones in the Set.
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Snippet. Another UFSA Set  A No.1A set was described
in 41/1249 and now a No.1 offered on Ebay adds something to
the story. 

On p1 of the manual it is said that the system has 38 parts
and 6 sets. The set structure is shown as below though there

appear to be 7 sets. Perhaps there were models for N.3a but
not an actual set.

There is nothing to identify the maker but the printer on the
manual's back cover is Arti Grafiche INVERNIZIO Tortona Tel. 3-
28.  Tortona could be a town between Milan & Genoa, or a
district of Milan. Perhaps the phone number would identify it.

In the Ebay ad it was said that the phone number indicates
the 1930s or 40s.

The set's box, right, measures 23¼*18½*2½ and the label
is similar to the No.1A's. The parts are shown in Fig.2 with the
open N&B tin below it. The parts that can be seen and were
not in the No.1A are the wire Hook, the Cord wrapped around
it, the 2 & 10h Strips, the 2 lengths of  Screwed Rod which
scale at 10½ & 4½cm long (they were in the 1A but not noted
before), and the N&B (that look plain steel).

Points of interest. The 4h disc is a Pulley Disc, not a Pulley.
The tool is definitely a Spandriver. Top right in Fig.W are 8x
14h A/Gs, a part noted as probable in OSN 41. 

So 24 different parts in all in the 2 sets, so some way to go
to reach the 38 claimed.

The manual is bound in the same style as the OSN 41 and
has the same cover except that it is a deep pink colour (like

the sleeve of the N&B tin above),
and it is marked n.1 rather than
N.1A.  The  page  in  Fig.4  was

shown on Ebay.

More MAAKEETS  Two 'School' sets have come along since
the notes on a No.3 outfit in 51/1567. One is a No.30s, unused
but the parts have been unstrung, the other a 31s still strung.
Both have a manual identical to the School edition in 51/1568
(with no 'extra'  pages),  and both are in red boxes with the
small parts in a blue box as in the No.3. The main parts are
strung  with  red  cord  into  the  recesses  of  a  white,  formed
plastic tray, with a recess for virtually every type of part. As
expected the sets are very similar to Nos.3 & 4 of the standard
range except that each has 2 Screwdrivers & 2 Spanners extra.

No doubt sets with this type of plastic tray packaging would
have been later than those like the No.3 with its parts strung
onto a card, and the No.30s tray would have been perfectly
suitable for the No.3.

The 30s box is the same size as the No.3, and with the
same label  except  for  a  small,  '30s'  label,  in  the  top  right
corner, and a bilingual 'FOR SCHOOL USE ONLY' label top left.

Compared to the Set 3 inventory in OSN 51 the parts in the
30s,  as  found,  are  the  same  except  as  follows:  PLUS:  2
Spanners; 2 Screwdrivers; 1 Handle Crank #46; 2 Bolts (but
there are none in the bosses etc.); 9 Nuts; 1x 2" Axle; MINUS:
1x 3½" Axle; 1x 5*3h Flanged Plate; 2 Flat Brackets; 1 Hank
of String (probably as in the No.3 & 31s).

The 31s box, 17¼*12¼*1", has the same design of label
as the 30s but smaller, 10¾*5¾". The 3*5h Flanged Plate,
with flanges along its long sides and round holes in them, is

packed under the 5*11h Flanged Plate, together with the Hank
of String, identical to the one in the No.3.

Compared to the No.4 inventory in OSN 51 the 31s parts, as
found, are the same except as follows:  PLUS: 2 Spanners; 2
Screwdrivers; 2 Collars; 12 Nuts; 4x ¼" Bolts (again none in
the bosses, etc.);  MINUS: 6x 3⁄8" Bolts; 1x ½" Pulley.

Parts not seen before, and points of interest. Most can
be seen in OSN 51.  #11,15. 5½" Angle, Flat Girder. 7½mm
slotted holes. #11 is 14*17½mm;  #15 30½mm wide (the
MECCANO #103 is 27¼mm). All dimensions approximate. #20,
21.  Flat & Angle Brackets, plated a dull  silver colour.  #25.
1*3*1h DAS. #31. Slotted Strip, 3½". #29 Rev. A/B, red (it
was dull silver in the No.3). #43. Flanged Sector Plate. 6¼mm
slotted holes in flanges. #45. 4½" Face Plate with boss. #46.
Handle Crank with a tapered web & the pin offset about 11⁄16".
#48. Universal Gears. Light red plastic, 29½ & 53¾mm o.d.
with 12 & 24 teeth.  #61. Loose Pulley, brass, 12.7mm o.d.
#81 Hook,  2mm  wire,  26½mm  long  o/a.  #85,87.  N&B,
brassed steel. #85. ¼" Bolt, 6½mm Ø cheesehead with pro-
nounced taper. #87. Nut, pressed, 6.2mm A/F, 2¼mm thick.

Quality. The parts with glossy paintwork and no splits in
the  Tyres,  look  very  well  in  the  new  packaging.  The  only
obvious quality issues are that the bend angle of the A/Gs is
noticeably more than 90°, and the holes in about half of the 2h
Brackets are in-line but offset sideways by up to 2mm.
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