




Snippets.  MWK  A  brief
account  of  this  post-WW2
East  German  system  was
given  in  15/416.  Baukästen
says  that  it  was  made  in
Kronach  (40km  NW  of
Bayreuth) around 1945-47 by
a  firm,  Metall  Werkstätten
Kronach,  founded  by  Ober+
ingenieur  (Chief  Engineer)
Erich Schwass, and that there
were at least 2 Ausführungen
(versions).

These notes are based on
the 2 sets shown on p220 in
Baukästen and 3 sets seen on Ebay. The parts in one of  the
Baukästen,  &  2  of  the  Ebay  sets,  look  as  if  they  are  the
aluminium mentioned in OSN 15, but those in the other two are
a dull black or very dark grey, and are perhaps made of steel.
With one exception (see later) the parts common to the 'black'
& 'aluminium' sets look the same, so the difference in material &
finish could possibly account for Baukästen's  two versions.

All the sets have the label in Fig.1 above which nearly covers
the lid and on some sets it  has a thin red border. It has no
indication of size or maker except that sometimes the latter is
given in tiny letters in the bottom left corner, and on one, the
largest aluminium outfit, there is '4' in a circle bottom right.

The 'Aluminium' Sets  The No.4, from Ebay, was by far
the largest and a selection of typical parts from it is shown in
Fig.2, but none are to the same scale. A better impression of
the relative sizes of the parts can be gathered from Fig.3, the
other Ebay set. A list of the various parts and a few notes on

them follow:
● Strips: 4,5,6,7,9,11,
11,15,19,25h.  ●  DAS:
1*3,5,7,11*1h & 2*5*
2h.  ●  A/Gs:  5,11,15,
19,25h.  All  are  pale
green,  no  doubt  anodised  -  these  and  probably  the  Flat
Girders are the only coloured parts. ● Flat Girders: 5,7,11,
15,25h.  ●  Perforated Plates:  7*11,  7*25,  3*7,  3*11h.
● The Trapezoidal Plate (see Fig.3 & 15/417). ● Brackets:
A/B; 1 & 2h deep D/Bs; Flat Bracket; Reversed A/B; & Double
Bent  Strip.  Also,  in  the  Baukästen  set,  the  small,  2h
Triangular Plate mentioned in OSN 15. Only the Flat & Angle
Brackets have a slotted hole. ● Pulleys: 28 & 62mm Ø, and
also what appears to be a Pulley Disc at 'a' in Fig.2, a little
smaller  than  the  smaller  Pulley.  ● Gears: 12  &  24t.
● Screwed Rods which scale at 6, 9, 15 & 27cm. ● Also at
'b' two parts that don't match the rest and are likely to be
foreigners.

The parts in the No.4 lot include 4 each of the A/Gs, 1x
7*25h & 2x 7*11h Plates; 8x 62mm & 6x 28mm Pulleys; 3x
24t & 2x 12t Gears, and 8 Pulley Discs.

 There  are  some anomalies  in  the  dimensions of  the
parts. The diameters of the Pulleys in the Ebay No.4 were
given as 6 & 3.7cm, against the 6.2 & 2.8cm in the parts
list for the model in OSN 15, and scaling does indicate that
3.7 is more likely than 2.8. Also the 7*25h Plate was said
to measure 31.5*9cm and thus a hole pitch of  about
12½mm, a figure confirmed by scaling parts in several
of the sets. On the other hand Eisenzeit  gives 12mm,
and the Gears would be Mod.2, a likely value, if they
mesh with their centres at a multiple of 12mm.
    The other two 'aluminium' sets are much
smaller than the No.4 and don't have any Girders
or the 7*25h Plate. A 24t Gear can be seen in
both though and the matching 12t part in the
Fig.3 set.

   The 'Black' Sets  Both the 'black' sets look smaller
again and both have wooden boxes (against cardboard
for the 'aluminium' outfits). Only the smaller Pulley can
be  seen  but  a  large  Gear  is  in  each.  The  only
unexpected part is a black 5*11h Flanged Plate with a
3*7h centre cutout in the Baukästen set.

   The Model Sheets  The models are on separate
sheets.  The presentation  is similar  to that  shown in
OSN 15 but they are actually printed black on yellow
with 2 small or 1 larger model per Sheet. There were 4
each of 1- & 2-model  sheets with the Fig.3 set and
they included all the sheets shown with the other sets.
The Sheets vary a little in size but are probably about
A5. The photos of them are poor but it is clear that all
the models are quite simple - the larger ones include a
Windmill, a Swing, and the Crane in Fig.4.
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