


‘  New’ System  :  PIONIER CONSTRUCTOR  All that is
known  of  this  small  Romanian  system  is  a  manual  that
David Hobson kindly lent me. The name is taken from the
manual  cover  below but  ‘PIONIERUL CONSTRUCTOR’ is
used in the instructions on the back cover. There is already
a PIONIERUL CONSTRUCTOR in MCS and from the very
limited information given about it the two systems could be
related,  or  even  the  same.  MCS gives  the  hole  pitch  of
PIONIERUL as 12.8mm and from the few dimensions given
for PIONIER it is about ½", so it could be 12.8mm. However
the makers’ names are different with Metaloglobus in MCS
and Bucuria-Copiilor on this manual. In both cases the only
address given is Bucharest. Also the model shown in MCS
isn’t among the 62 in this manual.

The manual is in fact 7 unnumbered loose sheets (pp1-13 -
p14 is blank),  247*347mm, inside the covers (c1-c4).  The
full  maker’s  name  is  given  on  c1  (see  panel),  and  the
circular logo has a loco pulling a letter ‘B’ (a larger copy is
shown among the models  opposite).  The TIP II  is  the set
number but  both Sets 1 & 2 are covered.  c4 is the same
blue  as  the  front  with  a  white  centre  panel  headed
INSTRUCTIUNI  DE  FOLOSIRE (Instructions  for  Use  –  but
probably of  a very general  nature).  At the bottom are the
name  of  the  printer,  Poligrafica  “Luceafarul”,  and  the
reference ‘MODEL 219-64 / N.I.I / LEI’. c2 has a table giving
a list of the parts in Set 1 and those needed for each of the
Set  1  models.  Another  table  on  c3  provides  the  same
information about Set 2.

The 33 parts are listed below and most can be seen in
the three models, and the parts of two others, shown here.
The contents of Sets 1/2 are given in curly brackets.
• 2,3,5,7,11,21h Strips {2/8,2/6,6/10,4/6,4/6,-/6}. A 1*5*1h
DAS {4/4}. A 5h Curved Strip like M90a {-/2}.
• 5*5h  &  5*11h  Flanged Plates with  MÄRKLIN  pattern
slotted  holes.  {-/2,1/1},  and  an  8h  long  Flanged  Sector
Plate shown  with  round  holes  in  the  flanges  and  only  3
holes across at the wide end {1/2}.
• An A/B {4/10}.
• An 8h  Bush Wheel {1/2}.  Fast & Loose 2h Ø  Pulleys
{2/2,2/2}. A 78mm Pulley (it looks like a larger version of the
60mm Ø MERKUR part) {-/1}. A Push-fit plastic Road Wheel
{4/4}.
• 50, 100, & 200mm  Axles {1/1,1/2,-1}. A Crank Handle
{1/1}.  50,  &  100mm  Screwed  Rods,  used  as  axles  with
Loose Pulleys nutted on them {1/2,2/2}.
• A  Hook {1/1}.  A  Collar {-/2}.  Cord {1m/2m}.  A 50mm
long Spring, used to tension Cord driving bands {-/1}.
• 8  &12mm  roundheaded  M4  Bolts {30/70,-/2}.  An  M4
hexagonal Nut {30/70}. A Washer {10/20}. A Screwdriver &
a Spanner {1/1,1/1}.
• The  colours of the parts in the photo on the lid are as
follows. Blue: 11 & 21h Strips; 5*5h Flanged Plate; Flanged

Sector Plate; Road Wheel. Yellow: 5 & 7h Strips. Red: 5*11h
Flanged Plate; 2h Strip; Curved Strip; DAS. Green: 78mm
Pulley, 3h Strip. Bright A/B; small Pulleys; Bush Wheel.
• The Curved Strip, Hook, & Bush Wheel can be seen in
the top of the Crane jib right; and the Fast & Loose 2h Ø
Pulleys, and the Collar, in the scrap view from a Cable Car
below it.

All the models are shown in full, solid colour, with a large
illustration  of  each,  and  a  scrap  view or  a  few words  of
explanation in one or two cases. For Set 1 the models go
from 1. FURCA (Fork) on p1 to 40. MORISCA (Windmill) on
p6, and for Set 2 from 41. SCARA PE ROTI (Wheeled Step
Ladder) on p7 to 62. MOARA DE VINT (Windmill) on p13.

The models  are  a  fair  selection,  and  are  not  obvious
copies  from other  systems.  As  well  as  those  reproduced

Leading Particulars
Name  PIONIER CONSTRUCTOR
Country  Romania
Maker  Fabrica de Jucarii Mecanizate

    “Bucuria-Copiilor” – Bucuresti.
History  Possibly 1960s (from PR ‘219-64’).
Hole dia.  To take M4 N&B.
Hole pitch  Probably about ½", possibly 12.8mm,

     see Remarks below.
Sets  Nos.1 & 2 known from a manual.
Material/Finish  Model on manual cover has light blue,
cream, orange-red, & green parts.
Boss  As shown in the models; it is probably tapped M4.
Fixing  M4 N&B. 8 & 12mm RH Bolts; hex Nuts.
Axles  Normal Axles & Screwed Rods.
DP  No Gears.
Motors  None.
Remarks  This system may be related to the PIONIERUL
CONSTRUCTOR in MCS - its hole pitch is given as 12.8mm.
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here (all  at about 70% full-size) the better  ones include a
Cable Car, an Eccentric Press, & a 4-Car Big Wheel.  The
detailed design of the models is not all it might be in a few
cases,  witness the jib  head above right  and the No.1 Set
Letter Balance left.
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