




More on STAR  Some parts & a No.3 manual from this Italian system came to hand
recently. The parts were from a No.3 set with only the Crank Handle & a few N&B
missing. They were still tied & clipped to 3 backing cards, the same colour as those in
the No.4 outfit reviewed in 26/759. The Illustrated Parts & Set Contents from the Manual
are shown right. The latter also contained linking 'A' sets but not a 6A, nor strangely, a
1A, though one is mentioned elsewhere in the Manual. The main parts in the No.4 but
not the No. 3 are 25h Strips, 1*3*1h DAS, Braced Girders, 5*5h Flexible Plates, 1" Loose
Pulleys & a Propeller.

The PARTS  Listed  below  are  points  of  interest  from the  No.3  parts,  &  a  few
corrections to the earlier  information.  In general  the parts  are similar to MECCANO/
BRAL. ● Holes are at 12.7mm pitch & are mostly 4.2mm Ø, with a few 4.3mm. Slotted
holes are 7.4mm except where stated. ● The thread is 5⁄32 " BSW. ● Bosses are brass,
10.0mm o.d., 4.1mm bore, single-tapped, and with slightly recessed peening. The Set
Screw is 5½mm u/h with a 5.4mm Ø tapered cheesehead, & has a blackened steel
finish. ● The parts are accurately made but with a little burr around a few of the holes.
The nickel on the Strips, DAS & Brackets, and the paint on the other parts, have survived
quite well. ● The Strips & all the other nickeled parts are 12.1mm wide. The 3h Strip
has one end hole slotted. ● The Curved Strip has 9.3mm slots. ● The Double Bracket
is made from the 3h Strip and so has one side hole slotted. ● The flange holes in the
5*11h  Flanged Plate are round;  in  the 8 hole  long  Flanged Sector Plate they are
7.1mm slots. ● The 3*11h Perforated Plate is made of the same .27mm thick steel as
the Flexible Plates. ● The Fast Pulley is 26mm Ø. ● The white  Rubber Ring for the
Pulley, 37mm Ø, 5¾mm wide, has STAR moulded into one wall. ● The Loose Pulley
#35 is brass, 15.0mm o.d., & 4.1mm wide. ● The Bush Wheel is 36mm Ø and painted

green. ● The Axles, 3.93mm Ø, are dull blackened and have badly sheared ends,
some of  which won't  entered the bosses. ● The  Hook,  left  ½ f-s,  is  flat,  1mm
thick, with a shiny metallic black finish. ● The Spanner is the opposite hand to
most MECCANO examples and has slightly wider jaws to take the STAR Nuts. ●
The Screwdriver is as in OSN 26, 154mm long o/a, with a 83mm wooden handle.
● The  N&B are nickeled steel.  The  Bolt is 10mm u/h with a 6.9mm Ø tapered

cheesehead. The Nut is square, 6.9mm A/F, & 2mm thick. ● The Spring Clip is nickel,

6.8mm wide with 4½mm long wings.
The MANUAL has  42 pages,  247*168mm,  plus  covers,  with  most  of  the  text  in

Italian,  English,  French  & Spanish.  There is  no mention  of  the manufacturer.  C1 is
shown on the next page,  C2 is blank,  C3 explains  the 'A' sets  and has the printer:
STAMPERIA ED. COMM. - BERGAMO, - Bergamo is a town 40km east of Milan. C4 has an ad
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for Star roller skates. p1 has an Intro, pp2-3 the Illustrated Parts,
pp4-5 the Set Contents, pp6-8 some basic constructions, & pp9-
42 have 105 small models for Sets 1-3 as follows. Set 1: N.1, an
unnamed letter 'S' on p9, to N.46 TROLLEY FOR DISHES on p23.
Set 2: N.47  ROCKDRILL on p 24 to N.79  CAR PROVIDED WITH
STEERING on p33. Set 3: N.80 POINTER on p24 to N.105 DRILL
on p42.

There is a list of parts and a shaded line drawing for each
model.  Most of  them look  familiar  but  one  or  two have  been
changed to include the unusual  3*11h Perforated Plate.  Many
though  were  virtually  identical  to  MÄRKLIN  &  MECCANO
models  and some seemed to have come from CONDOR with
their larger radius Curved Strip unchanged. None of the models
make full use of the selection of parts in the No.3 but the models
on the previous page are among the better ones.
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