








Snippet: TECHNOFIX A little about this unusual prewar
German system, largely based on the Summary of a UK patent,
was given in 15/419. Now more details are available from the
full UK patent (thanks to David Hobson), and 2 items seen on
Ebay: a Kosmos brochure, and a set, said to be largely
complete.

Starting with the Patent. The address of the applicant,
Berthold Buxbaum, is given as Kénigin Luisestr. 16, Charlotten-
burg, Berlin. 2 or more Rods in one plane can be joined using
one or more connectors (Fig.1 below, similar to a MECCANO

Rod & Strip Connector), and a linking connector (Fig.4), a
similar part but with an upstand around the hole which fits into
the hole in the Fig.1 connector(s). Then a rod through the
outermost connector prevents the linking connector from
falling out, as in Fig.5. Figs.10 & 11 show typical ways of
creating structures.

The Set is in a box 33*23*2cm and the lid is shown
below. The small print on it talks of a system without screw
connections, a claim stressed on the manual cover shown
later, and in the Brochure. In the next column the upper &
lower parts of the open box, and a close up of the small parts.
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From the box's dim- __
ensions the Rods scale [
at 3mm @, but notice | =
that in 17/477 the! |
holes were reported as = *
3.5mm @. Again by
scaling, the Pulley is ¢ s
48mm @ and the holes

in the (wooden?) Base * . . . .
Board are at 32mm = !

pitch. The 2 types of - . . . .
Connector are in the

righthand compart- « ', : i
ment and the Linking
ones have a dimple
instead of an upstood
hole. The parts in the g

appear to include Spacers, 2-Way, and possibly one or two 3-
Way Connectors. Some of the Connectors have a ring of 8
'serrations' around the centre hole and I wonder if this in some
way allows the arms to be locked at multiples of 45° apart.

The Manual is in German, with 80 pages. The cover is
shown on the next page and 44 Abbildungen (diagrams) and
83 Baubeispielen (models) are claimed on it. 6 manual pages
were shown on Ebay and the models on the two on the next
page are Boxers, a Hen (which has probably just laid an egg),
and a Travelling Crane. The other Ebay models were a
Windmill, a Pigeon Loft, a Tent, a Sledge, and a simpler
Travelling Crane. All are fairly simple frameworks with a few
panels attached in some cases to add a degree of realism.
Drawings of the panels are shown for two of the models and
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Pigeon Loft, is shown
i left. It looks as if it was
meant to be attached by -

wrapping the end edges around the approprlate Rods, but it
isn't clear what material was to be used, or who supplied it.
Neither of the Cranes seems to have a winding handle.

—— -

History At the bottom of the Manual cover, under the
Kosmos name & address, is '1926', presumably the publication
date, and if so, 2 years earlier than the start date given in
Eisenzeit & Baukasten. It is said that TECHNOFIX lasted until
at least 1935 and if the joints were adequately rigid then their
relatively neat & simple nature would make it one of the more
successful 'rod' systems.
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Snippet. 'New' Polish System: MAJSTER KOWICZ
The photos show a wooden box with a sliding lid (right), a
larger view of the label, and the parts in the base. MAJSTER
KOWICZ means Handyman and the wording under the name
on the label includes PHECYZIA, which may be the name of a
company, and an address in Kielce, a town between Warsaw
and Krakow. The box was said to measure 23*27%>cm and the
partitioning in it looks to be a quite complex plastic moulding.
By scaling the pitch of the holes is around 2". The parts look
fairly conventional with smooth Axles and tapped bosses (on,
most likely, plastic Wheels). The wire Screwdriver is in the
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The manual models area far cry from the Crane and Bridge
on the lid but the latter were no doubt, in 1930s fashion,

meant to be something to aspire to, like Meccano's Giant
Block-setting Crane. It would take a good many of the present
set to provide enough parts for either of them and as far as is
known there was only the one size of set. But perhaps extra
parts were also available.

The 4 page Brochure shows the 2 types of Connector as in
the Set, and a small Letter Balance, but otherwise the only
point of interest is that the price of the Set was RM.9,50.
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compartment  with
the Axles and its very
small round handle
| can be seen in the
. centre at the bottom.
The long slots in the
- Trunnions look use-

ful. The models on
the label don't bring
any other system
immediately to mind.
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Snippets. More TECHNOFIX Various Ebay photos show
some variations in the outfit described in 39/1173, and 2 other,
rather different sets. The only date is the 1926 on the manual
with the OSN 39 set and the other sets are no doubt later.

One set is virtually identical to the OSN 39 outfit and its
manual has the same cover and was said, as in OSN 39, to
have 44 diagrams & 83 models. 4 models from it were shown, a
Roundabout with no means of driving it, a Big Wheel with a
driving Pulley on its Axle, & the two models in Fig.1. The
lefthand model has, unlike the OSN 39 Crane, a crank to lift the
'load' and perhaps the explanatory notes would make clear
what was to used for the winding drum & the load. Note also
what I suppose are curved Rods in the base of the 'Eiffel' Tower
— none of the sets seen include any such part.

A second set is again virtually identical to the OSN 39 outfit
except that its box has 2 extra bays. One (Fig.2), in the Pulley
compartment, has a Hook & a Ball Weight in it; the other, in
one of the Rod bays, has small parts that might be Washers
&/or Spacers but they are too blurry to be sure. The box size
was given as 35*%25*3cm, slightly larger that the OSN 39 set.
The manual cover is again identical and the model that was
shown (Fig.3) has a built-up crank handle, though how the
Connectors grip the Rods I'm not sure.

The next set again has a similar box but with several extra
small bays, but how many isn't sure because some of the

OSN 45/1359
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partitioning is missing. Again the manual has the same cover and
44 diagrams/83 models. The big difference is the lid, see Fig.4
(with a part of the manual over one corner). Was longish hair and
a bow fashionable wear for boys in 1920s Germany? Or is the child
a girl? Or an attempt at a unisex figure?

Finally a completely different set, a Nr.1, 15%2*33cm, in a black
box as before, with the label in Fig.6 along the lid's length. It is red
inside, and divided into 7 bays. The most obvious difference from
the other sets is that it doesn't contain the Base Board and has
small Pulleys (Fig.7), about 1" @, instead of the 2" type. That there
was also a Nr.2 set is shown by the manual cover (Fig.8) which
lists the number of models for each set in the bottom corners (in 5
languages), possibly 15 or 18 for the Nr.1 & 30 for the Nr.2. As far
as is known none of the sets described earlier had a set number,
and it isn't known if the Nr.2 matched them in content, or if its
packaging matched the Nr.1. None of the 5 models seen, a small
Crane; 2 small Barrows; the Sleigh below (with curved front
runners); & the larger Windmill in Fig.9, certainly a Nr.2 model,
uses the larger Pulley, though it is in the models on the lid label &

- manual
cover.
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