






4. Snippets. TRIANGLE Update  Four sets have been seen
on Ebay since the account of this early post-WW2 American
system in 23/664. All have the same 2-layer box as the OSN 23
outfit and the lid label below, not seen before, was shown for

two of them. In the top right corner is 'SET No.5' & 'MADE IN
USA',  while in the small  black circle under the model is 'FOR
BOYS FROM ? TO 11'.

As far as can be seen the parts in the sets match those
described earlier, and the Motor in three of the sets (it  was
missing in the fourth) was the red THE CONSTRUCTIONEER
type, as in the OSN 23 set. So it seems that it was a bought-in
item  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  the  TRIANGLE  POWER
HOUSE Motor illustrated in OSN 23 ever actually existed.

TRIANGLE  S1     [41/1229]

5. Snippets. METALLIC  A 1913 catalogue illustration of this
little known French system was shown in 1/7. Since them two
new pieces of information have appeared.

The  first  is  the  entry  in  Encyclopédie  des  Jeux  de
Construction métalliques (JCM, see 37/1108) which gives dates
of 1910-1918+/-, and shows a No.1 set. It is in a blue box
with a blue on white lid label as in OSN 1 but the area under
the arch can be seen – it has 2 boys standing behind a table
with  models  on  it,  and  along  the  bottom  'JEU  DE
CONSTRUCTIONS MÉTALLIQUES'. It is said in JCM that there are
24 different parts in the No.1 and the holes are 2.65mm Ø at
10mm pitch. The parts are strung onto a yellow card and look
a darkish grey. They include Strips, A/Gs, & 4h wide Perforated
Plates, all up to 10h long; probably a 1*5*1 DAS; a 2h high
D/B and probably several other Brackets; a 2h Ø Pulley; the
large Fan of about 7cm Ø, as in OSN 1; and 2 single-ended
Spanners, one cranked. The manual covers are dark blue on
white and the front shows a Garden Bench Seat with under it
'BOITE No.1' and '15 MODÈLES'. On the back cover is a Wind
Turbine similar to the model in OSN 1 but with a smaller pylon.
The text beside it repeats that on the front cover & the lid label
but plus 'FABRICATION FRANÇAISE P. F.', and so perhaps the
'P. F.' is the manufacturer. There is a PR '5994 Imp. Henri Meyer
fils. Paris' at the bottom, printed twice, once in blue and once in
red.

In the OSN 1 1913 ad METALLIC was described as 'nouvelle
construction  en  métal'  and  was  for  2  sets,  a  No.1  for  15

models at Fr.2.90 and a No.2 for 20 models at Fr.5.90. The set
shown was quite large and was presumably the No.2. Parts in
it not so far mentioned are a wire Screwdriver, a Hook, and,
from the Wind Turbine model, probably a wire Handle Crank,
and possibly a longer A/G. The Fan in this model reminded me
of the similar STABIL part (shown in 13/352) and likewise the
Handle  Crank,  and  that  led  to  the  thought  that  probably
Screwed Rods were used as axles, as in STABIL. With a little
imagination the parts in front of the box in OSN 1 could be
Screwed Rods with Nuts on them.

The  second new  item is  the  26  page manual  for  Set  2
below. It was said to perhaps date from 1919-20 because it

was found with a MECCANO manual of that date. 30 models
are claimed against the 20 in the 1913 ad. The front cover has
“P. F.” on it this time.

If METALLIC appeared in 1910 that was about the time that
STABIL was launched,  and so it's perhaps unlikely that one
was influenced by the other. But WALTHER'S INGENIEUR (see
7/164)  would definitely have preceded METALLIC and it  too
included the unusual, large 12-bladed Fan, Screwed Rods, & a
Handle  Crank.  It  also  had a  hole  pitch  near  to  10mm.  So
perhaps METALLIC was inspired by W I on the one hand and
MECCANO on the other (for, notably, the use of N&B instead
of the W I 'Paper Clips'). But in any case METALLIC must have
been the first system, or at least one of the first, to contain a
range  of  Plates  (though  W  I  had  a  few  small  ones),  and
equally  to  have  included  Plates  &  A/Gs  instead  of  Flanged
Plates  (though  I've  not  actually  seen  any  models  in  which
those parts were used thus).

MÉTALLIC:  S1              [41/1229]

6. An ARWILL Outfit  Notes on the parts & a manual of this
small UK system appeared in 29/856, and a box lid was shown
in 37/1102. Now thanks to David Hobson I've been able to
examine an unused outfit. The box measures 26*18½*2½cm,
the lid looks like the one in OSN 37 except that it is green, and
the label is identical. 

The instructions are in the form of a Model Leaflet, a sheet
315*175mm folded into three, rather than the Manual in OSN
29. But the front face including the sloping name, the text, the
Contents of Set No.1, and its price, 12s 2d, are identical, as
are the photos of the models (though they are not in the same
order  – they run from SEE-SAW to SWING).

The box's base is plain cardboard and as can be seen in the
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