


Snippets. ZIG-ZAG.  All that was known in the 20/572 note
about this Swedish system was that there was a set AZ with TRIX-
style  parts,  and  a  wooden dealer's  cabinet.  Now more can  be
gleaned from Tradera photos of four AZ sets, two smaller
BZ sets, and a parts lot which are may be the contents of
an AZ outfit.

The packaging of the AZ sets is identical and one is shown right
with the parts in recesses in a wooden block. Non-TRIX-style
parts  are  the  Bush  Wheel,  bossed  Pulleys,  and  the  Crank
Handle. And they seem genuine because they can be seen in
the  other  sets  &  in  the  loose  parts.  The  box  was  said  to
measure 26*13.3cm and scaling from that gives a hole pitch
very near to TRIX's 7.8mm.

It is hard to be sure about the colour of  the parts. Most
could be 'nickel' with brass bosses, but the loose parts look dull
grey, like TRIX perhaps, except that the Brackets look shiny,
and the Pulleys are all brass (though they are nearly the same
diameter as the Wheel Disc and therefore suspect).

The parts that  can be seen in  the various photos are as
follows,  with  their  possible  quantities,  mainly  based  on  the
loose parts, in curly brackets. Strips, 17,13,9,5h {4 of each};
DAS {4}; A/B {4}; D/B {3}; Narrow 2h high D/B {1}; Wheel
Disc {4}; Bush Wheel {1}; bossed Pulley {2}; Washer, large
{2?4}; Washer, small; Screwed Rods, ≈2½ & 5½cm {2, 4?};
Rod ≈5½cm {2? if any}; Crank Handle ≈9cm o/a {1}; Hook
{1}; cheeseheaded Bolt; hex Nut; Span'driver {1}.

The Model Leaflet is one sheet folded to give 4 panels. The
front  is shown in Fig.1,  and 2 panels from the underside in
Fig.2. Text on the panel adjacent to the front says that all the
models in the leaflet can be made with the set, and to start
with the simpler ones, etc.

The BZ set has the same style of packaging as the AZ but
the box is  smaller,  22*9½cm,  with  only 9  recesses for  the
parts.  It  has  none of  the non-TRIX  parts,  but  all  the other
major parts can be seen except the 17h Strip and the Narrow
D/B. The front of the Model Leaflet is similar in style to the AZ
version; the models on it are a Bicycle and a 4-bladed Fan.

MÄRKLIN's Early Days  Following
the note about the change of name from
MECCANO to MÄRKLIN in 48/1452, Clive
Weston  kindly  sent  3  related  scans.
These also add to the general account of
the Meccano/Märklin story in 47/1447.

The first is a pink price list pasted into
the last, 1918, Meccano/Märklin manual.
It is for 'Metall-Baukasten MÄRKLIN' and
gives  prices  effective  from  1st August
1919.  It  lists  Sets  0-6  &  0A-5A  in
cardboard  boxes,  and  5H,  6H,  4AH,  &
5AH in wooden boxes. Also Sets 201 &
202 (Spring Motors for  Sets 0-3 & 4-6
respectively);  300  (Lifting  Electro-
magnet);  301  (Electric  Motor);  302
(Magnet, Motor, & Light); 301A a linking
set; 401 & 402 (Steam Engines, small &
large). The 300 series were all described
as high voltage. 

Next  the  newspaper  ad  right,  from
Nov. 1919. It features the 'Märklin boy'
with  a  large  Crane  which  was  in  the
early  (and  all  pre-WW2)  manuals.  It
included  many  of  the  new  MÄRKLIN
parts  which  had  been  introduced.
MECCANO is  still  mentioned,  though in
very  small  letters  under  MÄRKLIN
METALLBAUKASTEN, to  no  doubt  attract/

retain  the  interest  of  'Meccano  boys'.
The logo  is  probably  unusual  and isn't
listed on a Märklin enthusiast's website.

The third scan is of an inside cover of
the 1918 manual. Printed in a box on it
is an announcement which I translate as
saying  that  MECCANO  is  a  completely
German  product.  And  that  the  name
MECCANO, the design and manufacture
of the parts, and the presentation of the
sets  are  protected  from  imitation  by
patents & registered designs. No doubt
that  when  this  manual  first  appeared
towards  the  end  of  the  war  it  was
thought necessary to dispel any lingering
thoughts that MECCANO was in any way
British.

Clive  added that  Meccano  finally  re-
gained the use of their name in Germany
from a court judgement, Meccano Ltd. v.
Märklin Brothers & Co., Case No.341, at
the  Anglo-German  Mixed  Arbitral
Tribunal of 6th November 1928. Märklin
were found to be in breach of the treaty
of Versailles in not returning the use of
the  Trademark  to  Meccano.  Meccano
wasted little time in reopening a German
office,  but it had faded away again by
1933/1934.
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